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Last week, Michael began our Advent series by looking at the first name given to Christ in Isaiah 

9:6—"Wonderful Counselor." This morning's name is "Mighty God." 

Hark! the Herald Angels sing, Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth, and Mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled. 

Those familiar words come from the first verse of a Christmas carol written almost 300 years 

ago. Consider these words from the last verse: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. 

"Glory to the newborn King!” and “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see.” Those phrases proclaim 

what Christians have believed and celebrated for 2,000 years. The infant, Jesus, didn't become 

God or King. He was God throughout eternity, King at the moment of his conception. That's 

something that we cannot wrap our minds around. But it's something that we must believe: Jesus 

the Messiah is God. 

 Have you ever wondered why our Savior needed to be both fully God and fully man? 

Why does it matter that Jesus is God? We will see how that question might be answered from 

Isaiah 9. 

 

"What does Mighty God mean?”  

First, it means that this child is God himself. Isaiah 7 says, "See, the virgin will conceive, have 

a son, and name him Immanuel." Immanuel means "God with us." In this son, God will dwell 

with his people. Later, in chapter 10, verses 20-21, we read, "...they will faithfully depend on the 

Lord, the Holy One of Israel. The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God." 

Israel returns to "the Lord, the Holy One of Israel," who is "Mighty God"—the same one we find 

in our passage. The promised child is no mere human; he is fully divine. 

How do we know that this divine child is Jesus? In the opening of his gospel, John 

writes: "No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at the 

Father’s side—he has revealed him.”1 Jesus is the Lord God. When we look at Jesus, we see 

God. When we rebel against Jesus, we rebel against God. When we trust Jesus, we trust God. 

 The second thing "Mighty God" tells us is that this child will be "mighty." We might 

think it goes without saying that one who is God is necessarily mighty. But Isaiah, inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, did not choose to go without saying it. Instead, he emphasized this attribute of 

God. 

How mighty is Jesus? In John 12, as the people reject Jesus, John quotes a passage from 

Isaiah 6 about the people rejecting the Lord. Then, he writes, "Isaiah said these things because he 

saw his glory and spoke about him.”2 Remember the setting of Isaiah 6: 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, and 

the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphim were standing above him; they each had 

six wings: with two they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with 

two they flew. And one called to another:  
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Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies; his glory fills the whole earth.  

The foundations of the doorways shook at the sound of their voices, and the temple was filled 

with smoke. 

The Lord of Armies that Isaiah saw was none other than Jesus the Messiah—the Lord of Armies. 

All the armies on earth and in the spiritual realm are under his command. That’s might. 

 

Why does it matter that the promised child is "Mighty God?" 

We answer that by examining the context. The same verse says, "The government will be on 

[the child's] shoulders." Some people say that government cannot fix our problems. That's not 

true. When God promises salvation, he promises us a government. The responsibility of this 

government rests entirely on the shoulders of this child. 

 When we look to the surrounding verses, we learn what kind of kingdom this is. Verse 7 

says, “The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end.” This government is so 

"vast" that Isaiah will later refer to it as "the new heavens and the new earth." And this dominion 

will "never end." 

 Verse 7 says he will “establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness from 

now on and forever.” The kingdom on this child's shoulders is cosmic in scope and eternal in 

longevity. Those shoulders must be mighty. We’re also told that “He will reign on the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, to establish and sustain it." His reign not only brings the 

kingdom into existence, it ensures its eternal permanence. This requires nothing less than the 

might of God. So the verse ends, "The zeal of the Lord of Armies will accomplish this.” The 

Lord of Armies that Isaiah saw in chapter 6 is the one who brings about this eternal, cosmic 

kingdom. But notice what this verse also says. The child will establish and sustain it. The child is 

the Lord of Armies—Mighty God. 

Looking at the previous verses, we see how the Lord established this universal, forever-

kingdom. Verse 4 reads, "you have shattered their oppressive yoke and the rod on their 

shoulders, the staff of their oppressor." His people were slaves to an oppressor, but the Lord 

set them free. Verse 5 describes what this involved—"For every trampling boot of battle and 

the bloodied garments of war will be burned as fuel for the fire." The salvation of his people 

is no temporary freedom. It is eternal salvation. He burns soldiers' clothing because there will 

never again be war. Nothing and no one will ever threaten this kingdom. There will be peace, 

forever. 

 Notice now that verse 6 starts with "for," meaning "because." The reason that God's 

people are saved forever is "because a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us.” The 

eternal peace, freedom, and joy of God’s people rest entirely on this child—“Mighty God.” 

 

So, now we might ask what this child will look like. If this child is "Mighty God," he must be 

impressive. If he’s God in the flesh, he must be glorious. He must be a towering, attractive figure 

that everyone would immediately recognize as the King who is Mighty God. But that is not the 

case at all. 



   

 The angels announce his birth saying, “Today in the city of David a Savior was born 

for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby 

wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.”3 The promised child—“Mighty God”—

enters the world in a stable and has a feeding trough for a bed. Lest we think that he's born 

humble but grows up into the power and honor that the world applauds, Isaiah writes: 

Who has believed what we have heard?  

    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  

He grew up before him like a young plant  

    and like a root out of dry ground.  

He didn’t have an impressive form  

    or majesty that we should look at him,  

    no appearance that we should desire him.  

He was despised and rejected by men,  

    a man of suffering who knew what sickness was.  

He was like someone people turned away from;  

    he was despised, and we didn’t value him. 

What is Isaiah saying? He's saying (to paraphrase Dianne Langberg) that the way the King 

wielded power was by making himself small. To be big, Jesus made himself little. Paul writes in 

Philippians 2: 

Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not 

consider equality with God as something to be exploited. Instead he emptied himself by 

assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And when he had 

come as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death— even to 

death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth—and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 

Jesus wielded power, authority, and might by assuming the form of a servant, humbling himself 

through obedience to the point of death—cursed on a cross. Why did the one who is "Mighty 

God" come as an unattractive, despised, and weak man? The author of Hebrews writes: 

Now since the children have flesh and blood in common, Jesus also shared in these, so 

that through his death he might destroy the one holding the power of death—that is, the 

devil—and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 

…Therefore, he had to be like his brothers and sisters in every way, so that he could 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in matters pertaining to God, to make 

atonement for the sins of the people. For since he himself has suffered when he was 

tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted.4 

To atone for our sins, to become a merciful and faithful high priest, Jesus "had to be like his 

brothers and sisters in every way.” Mighty God shared the weakness of flesh and blood “so 

that through his death he might destroy the one holding the power of death." We were born 
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in the chains of sin under the power of Satan.5 This child, Mighty God, shattered the oppressive 

yoke of sin and the rod of Satan forever by dying. Isaiah writes: 

Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains;  

but we in turn regarded him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.  

But he was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities;  

punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds.  

We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way;  

and the Lord has punished him for the iniquity of us all.6 

Sin, death, and the devil's power are conquered through the weakness and folly of the cross. In 

his weakness, poverty, and affliction, Jesus bore our weakness, poverty, and affliction. In his 

death—crushed by the wrath of God—he was punished for our sins. And because he has taken 

them away, we are justified, forgiven, declared righteous.7 

That “Mighty God” dwelt among us in weakness is good news. We read in Hebrews, “[W]e 

do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who 

has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin.”8 Jesus can sympathize with our 

weaknesses because he shared them (without sin).  

This has immediate application: “Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with 

boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.”9 That's 

mind-blowing. You run for help to a person who has displayed strength and power—not to 

someone whose weakness was put on display before the whole world! But his humiliation 

enabled him to sympathize with our weaknesses. That's why we can approach the "throne of 

grace with boldness" and find help. For there, our sins are atoned for, and we meet a merciful 

God. 

 

As we close, I’ll leave us with three questions to consider for personal application: 

1. Does the arrival of Mighty God in humble weakness bring you joy? It should. Isaiah 

writes: 

You have enlarged the nation 

and increased its joy.  

The people have rejoiced before you 

as they rejoice at harvest time  

and as they rejoice when dividing spoils. 

The child born to save us from our sin did so through the humility and weakness of the cross. His 

resurrected and glorified body still bears the marks of that humiliation. This should cause us to 

rejoice! Joy is the response of one who believes this salvation has been accomplished. We 

receive this kingdom through confidence in Jesus and his redeeming work. Do you believe and 

rejoice in this? 
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2. How do you carry out your calling as ministers of the gospel? Every Christian is called to 

be a minister—a servant of God. How is it that you expect the gospel to advance? For people to 

enter the kingdom? For your children to grow up loving Jesus? Is it through possessing and 

displaying the strength, success, and attractiveness that the world values? Or is it through the 

foolishness and weakness of the cross? The apostle Paul reminded the Corinthians: 

Brothers and sisters, consider your calling: Not many were wise from a human 

perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has chosen what is 

foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong. God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what 

is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, so that no one 

may boast in his presence. It is from him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became 

wisdom from God for us—our righteousness, sanctification, and redemption —in order 

that, as it is written: Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord. 

God advances his kingdom through what is foolish, weak, insignificant, despised, viewed as 

nothing in the world. Are you content to be that? Like Jesus, would you become that so God 

might get the glory? 

 

3. How do you wield your authority and strength? God does not allow us to separate our lives 

into spiritual and secular. Whatever we do, we are to do for God's glory. In whatever we do, we 

are to be conformed to the image of Christ. That includes how we use authority, influence, and 

strength. 

We all have authority and strength to a certain degree. The amount and the realm may differ. 

We may be business owners, bosses, managers, coaches, landlords, teachers, church elders, 

politicians, parents. In all such roles, we have power and authority. And in any such position, we 

are, as Paul writes, to "do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider 

others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look not to his own interests, 

but rather to the interests of others. Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus…."10 

Do your customers, children, tenants, competitors, students, athletes, the watching world see the 

humility of Jesus in you? 

Such a life is only possible through joyful confidence in Jesus. Because our sins are atoned 

for, we know that God is for us. Because he brought us into his eternal kingdom, our treasure is 

secure—suffering loss in this world is no threat to our happiness. Because God works through 

the weakness and folly of the preached gospel, we don't have to look like the influencers of the 

world. Because he reigns over all, we can be servants to all. 

Think on these things, and may God grant us all joy and peace through the child born 

to save us—Mighty God, the Crucified Servant. 
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