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I want to talk with you just a bit about friction. There are two kinds of friction: good 

friction and bad friction. Bad friction occurs when your engine runs out of motor oil. Have you 

ever had that happen? The engine of your car has steel parts in it like a crankshaft, pistons, 

rods, valves, and other moving parts that require an oil pump to pressurize the oil and create an 

oil barrier between the moving steel parts so that they do not touch but actually run on a layer 

of oil. If the oil gets old or low or the oil pump is not working properly, then the oil does not 

keep steel parts from touching, and it will cause friction inside the motor. Eventually, the motor 

will lock up. When this happens, the motor is ruined. This is what we call bad friction. 

There is good friction on a car too. Good friction is when you apply the brakes, and the 

brake pads press against the rotors and slow or stop the car. This also creates good friction 

between the tires and the road and allows you to stop in time. It keeps you safe and allows you 

to make turns. For example, you need good friction on icy roads. 

Just like there is good friction and bad friction for cars, there is good friction and bad 

friction caused by preaching or sharing the gospel. It is like what the old Puritans used to say 

about the preaching of the gospel. They compared preaching the gospel to sunshine. They said 

the same sun that hardens the clay is the same sun that melts the ice. In Acts 13:13-52, the 

Apostles encounter gospel friction as they preach the gospel. Yet, regardless of how the world 

responds to the message of the gospel, our responsibility as a church and as Christians is to 

preach, teach and share the gospel.  

Do you ever worry about how people will respond to your sharing the gospel with 

them? Are you concerned that there they may reject you or even display strong opposition to 

you and the gospel? Do you ever worry that you might mess up when you share the good 

news? 

Here is the main point of our text: The sovereign grace of God determines the 

effectiveness of the gospel in the face of opposition. 

In Acts 13:13-52, we see the church continuing to move forward by means of faithful 

proclamation of the gospel. Last Sunday, in the first part of Acts 13, we saw Paul and Barnabas’ 

mission work on the island of Cyprus. Now they left Cyprus and sailed to Asia Minor (Modern 

Turkey). FYI: This was the first of Paul’s three missionary journeys recorded in Acts.  

Keep this in mind. When we read about Paul’s journeys, we are not just looking at his 

passport to see where he has been. We are reading about God’s redemptive plan to reclaim His 

creation from the brokenness of sin. Paul and Barnabas are the vessels of mercy the Lord is 
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using to take the light of the gospel to a broken world. His plan is to break sin’s death grip on 

His creation in order to redeem and restore it by means of the good news of the person and 

work of Jesus Christ. 

 In v 13, we see that Paul and Barnabas set sail from Paphos to Perga without Mark. As 

we touched on this last Sunday, Mark, for whatever reason, decided to leave the team. Perhaps 

he was so young that the difficulty of the trip overcame him, or he was homesick, or he had 

reservations about going to the Galatian region, which was primarily Gentile country. We do 

not know his reasons, but we do know that his early departure eventually caused a conflict 

between Paul and Barnabas when Barnabas wanted him to rejoin the team in Acts 15:39. But 

that is a story we will cover later. 

 So, Paul and Barnabas set sail from Cyprus and landed in the Pisidian region of Galatia. 

Then they made their way to Antioch in the region of Pisidia. The city of Pisidian Antioch should 

not be confused with the Syrian Antioch.  

 Then as was their custom, v. 14 says they went to the synagogue for the sabbath. Then 

in v. 15, a reading from the Law and the Prophets was given. Then they turned to Paul and 

Barnabas and said: 

“Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, 

say it.” 

 Wow! That was like saying, sic’em to a bulldog, wasn’t it? These two men have the best 

news in the world, and it is sitting on the tips of their tongues, and they were eager to share it. 

 In vv. 15-41, Paul preached the gospel to them. Paul’s sermon is very similar to the 

sermons Peter has preached. However, the content of Paul’s sermon is very similar to the 

sermon Stephen preached when Paul oversaw his execution. 

 As we consider Paul’s sermon, there is one thing we need to understand. The faithful 

preaching and teaching of the gospel will always have some very familiar content. It may be 

adorned with language that is familiar to the hearers or given in the language of the one 

speaking, the heart of the message is the same. When we preach and teach the gospel, we do 

not have to invent new and innovative ways to hook people. We just need to keep telling the 

old, old story of Jesus and His love. 

 However, when it comes to missions and evangelism, we must talk in the language of 

the ones to whom we are speaking. We want to use their heart language if at all possible. We 

want to do and say things that are helpful for their understanding without compromising or 

watering down the message of the gospel. We call this contextualization. 

 Having said that, it is possible to over-contextualize the gospel. This is where a preacher 

or even a church waters down the message of the gospel by redefining sin or salvation or even 

who Jesus is. An example of over-contextualization would be to say that the Jesus of Islam or 

the Jesus of Mormonism is the same Jesus in Scripture. They are not the same. When the 

biblical definition of the person Jesus is lost, then the gospel is watered down. 



 3 

Another example of over-contextualization would be the music of a worship service. 

Some churches believe that the most important part of a worship service is the music. In other 

words, being faithful to God’s word is no longer the main concern but appealing to the masses 

with the popular music style of the day. When the style of music becomes the main concern, 

then the gospel is lost and watered down. 

Even the preaching of the word of God can be over-contextualized. If the preacher is 

more concerned with being funny and relatable than being faithful to God’s word, then the 

message of the gospel is lost and watered down.  

The goal of over-contextualization of the gospel is to reduce gospel friction. Friends, it is 

never our responsibility to reduce the friction the gospel causes in the hearts and minds of its 

hearers. That is God’s responsibility. We do not find Paul over-contextualizing the gospel in his 

sermon.  

Let’s walk through the Apostle Paul’s sermon in vv. 17-41. He introduces the gospel in 

vv. 17-22 by taking them back to the seeds of the gospel in the book of Genesis. He reminded 

them how God chose Israel and made their people great in the land of Egypt. Then in v. 18, he 

reminded them of their disobedience in the wilderness. Look at v. 18: 

And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. 

That verse is a groaner, isn’t it? Who wants to be reminded of their sin and told that 

God put up with them? No one! I want to be told God loves me and is always kind and tender 

with me.  

 Next, he reminded them that it was 450 years before the Promised Land was completely 

given to them as their inheritance.  

After that, he reminded them of the bad choices of their forefathers’ when they wanted 

Saul to be their king. Then God removed Saul and gave them a man after His own heart who 

would do His will—David.  

 Then from King David, Paul goes all the way to Jesus. He told them that Jesus was 

David’s descendent who was ultimately promised to be the Savior of Israel. He told them that 

John the Baptist was the one who came making straight the path of the Lord by preaching a 

baptism of repentance. John told them that he was not the Messiah but that He was coming 

and that this Messiah was so great and so glorious that he was not even worthy to untie His 

sandals. 

 Here’s my point. Paul introduced the gospel by establishing common ground with his 

Jewish listeners and then moved them to Jesus. As Christians, we need to study Paul’s 

approach, study the gospel and study the people with whom we witness so that we learn how 

to find common ground for sharing the gospel. 

 Then in vv. 26-37, Paul gets into the heart of the person and work of Christ. He begins by 

telling them that Jesus was the fulfillment of the promise made to Abraham. But those in 

Jerusalem did not recognize Jesus as the Promised One. Not only that, they condemned Him to 



 4 

death, although He had not committed any sin. They executed Him on the cross, and then He 

was buried in a tomb. However, God raised Him from the dead, and after that, Jesus appeared 

to many people, including His disciples, who are witnesses of His resurrection even today.  

When studying Paul’s sermons in Acts, what we learn is that these are two of the most 

important themes he preaches: Jesus is the Son of God and God raised Him from the dead. It is 

the same for us as witnesses. We must give a biblical presentation of who Jesus is and that God 

raised Him from the dead. Without a risen Savior, we have no hope of our own resurrection.  

 Finally, in his application, Paul dropped the hammer on them. He told them that 

forgiveness of their sin is only found in Christ and accomplished what the law of Moses could 

not. Look at vv. 38-39: 

Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man 

forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone 

who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be 

freed by the law of Moses. 

 These two verses were earth-shattering for the Jews. Prior to that, they thought the law 

and the sacrifices were what achieved forgiveness of sin.  

When, in fact, all of the law-keeping and sacrifices in the world could not achieve 

forgiveness or change the wicked human heart. Yet, Jesus, by His death and resurrection, had 

accomplished what the law could never accomplish. He purchased forgiveness of our sin and 

fulfilled the promise made in Deuteronomy 30:6 to give our dead hearts new life. 

 Paul concluded his sermon with a warning in v. 40. You would think he would use a feel-

good story, but he did not. He had already told them the good news, and now he was warning 

not to miss this great salvation. Paul knew his listeners well. Look at what he said in vv. 40-41: 

Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come 

about: 41 “‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am 

doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if 

one tells it to you.’” 

 The last ten verses of the church are the response to the preaching of the gospel. In 

them, we find the response by those who received the gospel and those who rejected it. We 

also see the response of Paul and Barnabas to their faithful preaching of the gospel.  

We will unpack those responses in just a bit, but for right now, I want to point you to v. 

48. Verse 48 is the key verse in our narrative.  

 The last part of v. 48 is as clear of a statement as to why some believe the gospel and 

others do not. Look at v. 48 one more time: 

And as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

 When you read Acts, you will find that the book highlights God’s sovereign grace at work 

in the hearts of sinners for their salvation.  
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Think about it. Many Gentiles were converted to Christianity out of paganism even 

when the Jews were trying to prevent it. How do we explain this account? There is only one 

explanation—God’s sovereign grace. 

How else can we explain how Gentiles with no biblical background, no training, no 

discipleship, and no known spiritual preparation, hear the gospel and receive it with joy. We 

cannot explain except what Luke tells us in v. 48: 

And as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

 Now stay with me here, or you will get lost and go off down a theological rabbit hole. 

When I say Acts teaches us about God’s sovereign work of grace to save sinners, this does not 

mean we do not have to preach, teach or share the gospel. It does not mean we do not have to 

do evangelism and missions.  

Nor do I mean that we go on some kind of special theological mission to determine who 

is elect and who is not. We’re not trying to find someone we think might be elect and then 

share the gospel with them. 

 Here is my point: Acts is a book about missions and evangelism. It is the account of the 

spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth by men and women who preached the gospel to 

every living person they could.  

That is what our responsibility is. We are witnesses who are sent to preach and teach 

the gospel. It is God’s responsibility to save sinners. 

 What we do is join God on His rescue mission by joining Him as He saves sinners. When 

we meet people, we invite them to trust Christ-like these words from Isaiah 55:1-2: 

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why 

do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your 

labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and 

eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 We plead with them to come to the waters of life and drink freely. We plead with them 

to receive Jesus Christ, the Son of God who was crucified for sinners and risen from the dead. 

We plead with them to trust Jesus alone for salvation. We tell them that if they trust Jesus, then 

they will have all the righteousness they need to be made right with God. We tell them that 

Jesus has accomplished everything they need for everlasting joy in God. 

 Let me pull our text together with these four gospel principles we find in Acts 13:13-52. 

1. Preaching the gospel will cause gospel friction (vv. 15-41) 

 The first principle I want you to see is that before anyone experiences gospel friction in 

their hearts and minds, the gospel must be preached. Preaching, teaching, and sharing the 

gospel always precedes anyone who accepts or rejects the gospel. No one is saved without the 

gospel being preached, shared, taught, or explained.  
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 Consider what Paul preached in vv. 17-41. In his introduction, Paul went back to the Old 

Testament and reminded them that God promised to send one after His own heart who would 

be King. From there, he moved into Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Finally, he concluded by 

proclaiming that all who trust Jesus find forgiveness of their sin and are made right with God 

based on Jesus' work on their behalf.  

 Listen, when the gospel is rightly preached, it will not leave a person unaffected or 

unchanged. Rightly preached, the gospel will cause gospel friction.  

2. There is gospel friction that will lock up the hearts and minds of some (vv. 40-41, 45, 50) 

The Apostle Paul knew this. He had seen it before when he preached to the Jews. He 

knew that many of them were jealous and that their hearts were hard. He was not surprised by 

this because Old Testament prophets prophesied that his own people would reject Christ. 

So, the last part of the sermon warned his own people not to reject the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Look at what he said in vv. 40-41: 

Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come 

about: 41 “Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am 

doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if 

one tells it to you.” 

Verse 45 says they not only rejected the gospel, but they worked to contradict Paul and 

Barnabas’ words and even reviled them. Yet, that did not stop them. They preached all the 

more boldly. Yet, it was not enough for the Jews to simply reject the gospel; v. 50 tells us that 

the leading men and women of the city stirred up persecution against their mission team and 

drove them out of their district. 

 It did not matter whether Paul and Barnabas thought the Jews had hard hearts or not; it 

was necessary for the gospel to be preached to them. The fact is, they did not know who the 

Lord would save. What they did know was that faith in Christ is not created without preaching 

the gospel. As the Apostle Paul said in Romans 10:17: 

So faith comes from hearing and hearing through the word of 

Christ. 

 It is the same for us. We do not know who will trust Christ unless we share the gospel 

with them? We are witnesses, so we must preach, teach and share the good news of Jesus with 

anyone who will listen. We are like farmers indiscriminately spreading the seed of the gospel. 

This leads us to our third gospel principle. 

3. There is gospel friction that will unlock the hearts and minds of some (vv. 42-43, 48-49) 

 If Paul’s previous part of the message was heavy with a warning, this part of his sermon 

is filled with hope and joy. Notice what the people said when gospel friction caused them to 

stop in their tracks and then turn to Jesus.  

They . . . urged them to continue in the grace of God. 
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 The Greek word “urge” is in the imperfect tense and means to keep on keeping on. It 

means never stop preaching and teaching the gospel. In other words, those who received it 

loved it. The gospel filled them with great joy. 

 To be urged on the grace of God means to continually preach the gospel to yourself and 

to one another. The late Jerry Bridges says it this way: 

To preach the gospel to yourself means that you continually face 

up to your own sinfulness and then flee to Jesus through faith in 

His shed blood and righteous life. It means that you appropriate, 

again by faith, the fact that Jesus fully satisfied the Law of God. In 

both its precepts and penalty, He fulfilled the Law of God in its 

most exacting requirements. And He did this in our place as our 

representative and our substitute. He is your propitiation so that 

God’s holy wrath is no longer directed toward you.1 

 Brothers and sisters, let me urge you to preach the gospel to yourself and to others. 

Continue on in the grace of God in Jesus. This leads us to our last gospel principle. 

4. There is great joy in preaching the gospel (vv. 51-52) 

 We ought to wonder how the apostles and their team could shake the dust off their feet 

against those who rejected the gospel and yet be filled with joy.  

First, let me address the cultural and symbolic practice of “shaking the dust off of one’s 

feet.” This was an ancient cultural practice where a person would pronounce destruction and 

doom on a community for a particular reason. In this case, it was the rejection of the gospel.  

Jesus had instructed His disciples to do this in Matthew 10:14. When He sent His 

disciples out to preach the kingdom of God, He told them if a village rejected them and the 

gospel, then they were to shake the dust off of their feet as a testimony against them. This was 

what Paul and Barnabas did as they left Antioch. 

 Secondly, let me be clear that there is no joy when a person rejects the gospel. It ought 

to break our hearts when someone rejects Christ. 

 Lastly, while our hearts may break for the family members or friends or coworkers or 

acquaintances who reject Jesus, there is such great joy in sharing the gospel that it overwhelms 

the sadness. There is always hope for the one who has rejected the gospel to eventually accept 

the gospel. Those seeds may eventually bear fruit. This should give us joy. 

Also, the gospel is not only life-giving for the one who receives it, but it is life-giving for 

the one who proclaims the gospel. The power of the gospel was so life-giving. Paul’s mission 

team left Antioch and went to Iconium preaching the gospel in great joy. We will experience the 

same gospel joy when we share the gospel with others. 

Conclusion: 

 
1 Jerry Bridges: https://www.preceptaustin.org/acts-13-commentary.  

https://www.preceptaustin.org/acts-13-commentary
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As we close our time together this morning, let me say that our hope in seeing people 

come to faith in Jesus is grounded in v. 48.  

Verse 48 does not limit the gospel. It means the power of the gospel to save is limitless. 

The fact that God ensures His people will be saved gives us the confidence to share the gospel. 

We can mangle words and really flub up a gospel presentation, but God will honor the needle 

of truth in a haystack of our errors and mistakes. Verse 48 also means that no one can stop God 

from saving people even when they work hard to prevent people from believing the gospel. 

Verse 48 ought to give us great hope in our day and time. As the enemies of the gospel 

are gathering to stop unbelievers from hearing the gospel or stop the church, we can take hope 

that they cannot stop the advance of the gospel.  

There may be men and women who have abandoned the gospel and the church. They 

may write their books and make their claims on social media about how they used to be 

Christians, but now they are not. They may try to persuade others not to believe the gospel, but 

they cannot prevent people from being born-again. 

 So, brothers and sisters, take courage and be filled with joy as we share the gospel with 

people. We can go to the next person or the next house on our street or the next city because it 

is the sovereign grace of God that determines the effectiveness of the gospel even in the face of 

opposition. 


