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As believers, we all (corporately and individually) are commissioned by Jesus to make disciples 
of all the nations. It’s not uncommon for evangelism to feel more like a burden than an honor. 
We feel guilt over not sharing the gospel enough. We often feel scared, underequipped, and 
unprepared. So, we quietly shrink back from evangelism and find ways to be content with never 
talking to anyone about Jesus. 

I’m praying that this short story would encourage us to put our confidence in Jesus as 
we go tell others about him. We have every reason to be hopeful and confident because in Acts 
1, Jesus made a promise. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Now, in this morning’s passage, we get to see Jesus fulfill his promise—a promise that he 
continues to keep and fulfill among us today. Here’s the central, encouraging truth that we 
should take away: The Spirit empowers believers to be witnesses to the ends of the earth.  
 
1. The Spirit empowers believers. We see God’s involvement immediately—“An angel of the 
Lord spoke to Philip: ‘Get up and go south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.’” It’s an odd command. Old Gaza was a deserted town on a little-traveled road. Why 
would God send Philip down a lonely road toward a ghost town?  

Philip “got up and went” and at some point encountered a chariot. “The Spirit told 
Philip, ‘Go and join that chariot.’” Again we see the Spirit superintend the Great Commission. 

Once Philip’s work is done, what happens? “The Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away… 
Philip appeared in Azotus, and he was traveling and preaching the gospel in all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea.” The Spirit continues to direct the spread of the gospel. 

When God called Philip to go south on that road, he didn't tell him what would happen 
or how it would work out. If Philip had delayed saying, "I know I'm called to go south on the 
road to Gaza. But it's not clear to me why, what will happen, or how this fits into my plans for 
my life," he would have been disobeying God. 

Maybe that’s you this morning. You know God has called you to a place or a ministry. 
But you're delaying obedience because you don't have all the answers. If so, the word of 
application that God has for you this morning may be: Don’t be afraid. Go do what you know 
I’ve called you to do. I’ve gone before you, and I’ll go with you. 

If we believe that God has called us, why wouldn’t we believe that he goes before us to 
prepare for our ministry? Jesus loves us. He took on human nature, lived a sinless life, died a 
sinner's death, rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven so that we would be forgiven of 
our sins and receive the promised Spirit. If Jesus Christ did all that for us—do we have any 
reason to think he will send us somewhere without giving us all the power, gifting, wisdom, and 
strength needed for the task? The gospel guarantees that the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit are with us and for us as we proclaim the gospel. So, whether it means going to the 
middle of nowhere or telling our next-door neighbor about Jesus, we have no reason to fear. 
 
2. The Spirit empowers believers to be witnesses. His empowerment is not for the sake of our 
own agendas, interests, and life goals. He empowers believers to bear witness to the crucified 
and risen Messiah—Jesus, the Savior of all who believe. Let’s note a few things here. 
 First, note that God spreads the gospel through his believing people. Philip finds himself 
with a God-fearing man reading the scripture on his way home from worshiping in Jerusalem. 



When Philip asks if he understands what he's reading, the man replies, “How can I unless 
someone guides me?" For him to understand, it requires a person to explain it to him. 

Given all the miraculous bits in this story, we have to ask: Why didn’t the Spirit just show 
him that Isaiah spoke of Jesus? Because it’s God’s plan that the gospel will spread through 
Spirit-empowered witnesses. We’ll see this all throughout Acts, from the vision of the 
Macedonian man to Paul’s efforts to get to Spain. Though God is all-powerful, he’s chosen to 
spread the gospel through the testimony of his witnesses. 

What does this mean for us? You and I are not optional in reaching unbelievers with the 
gospel. God ordained for each of us to be his witnesses—no different than Philip. Therefore, 
sharing the gospel should be a priority. Evangelism may never be a second-tier, back-burner 
issue. We should pray for, look for, and strategize occasions to share Jesus, both individually 
and corporately. Like Philip, we should be ready to tell someone about Jesus with no notice.  

We should also note that God spreads the gospel through his people as they explain his 
word. The Spirit led Philip to an Ethiopian official reading scripture. The official invited Philip 
into his chariot to help him understand what he’s reading, a passage from what we refer to as 
Isaiah 53. The eunuch asks whether Isaiah says this about himself or about someone else. So, 
“Philip proceeded to tell him the good news about Jesus, beginning with that Scripture.”  
 Philip began where the eunuch was. Presumably, he would explain that it was Jesus who 
was “led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb is silent before its shearer, he does not 
open his mouth.” He went willingly to crucifixion without resisting arrested. 

“In his humiliation justice was denied him.” His trial, the verdict, and the punishment 
were unjust. Jesus was innocent and undeserving of death. This is true before earthly courts 
and before God. He is the lamb without blemish. He was the only human being without sin.  

“Who will describe his generation? For his life is taken from the earth.” That is a 
rhetorical question. No one can describe his generation—that is, his descendants—because his 
life was taken prematurely. 

Philip told him “the good news about Jesus, beginning with that Scripture.” He began 
there but likely moved on to other scriptures to speak of Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to 
God’s right. He would tell him about how the Servant’s ministry resulted in the cleansing of 
God’s people who come from every nation to receive the promise of eternal life. This Servant, 
he would tell him, is the Messiah, Jesus. 

Several important things to observe: First, evangelism means sharing the good news 
about Jesus. From start to finish in Acts, God’s people use scripture to prove that Jesus is the 
Messiah. Christianity is not an invented religion; it is a revealed message that we receive and 
proclaim. God brought salvation through the person and work of Jesus. Unless a person hears 
of and believes in Christ, they cannot be saved. They cannot hear about Jesus unless someone 
tells them. Therefore, explaining the gospel is urgent and necessary. Missions and evangelism 
cannot be severed from the explanation of God's written word. 

Second, Philip is able to preach the gospel from any starting point. Earlier in Acts 8, 
Philip went to Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah. Samaritans only accepted the first books of 
Moses. But Philip (who we assume started with the Torah) persuaded them that Jesus is the 
Christ. Now he speaks to a foreigner who is reading a prophet, and he explains the good news 
from that starting point. In Acts 17, Paul will point to the admitted ignorance of the worshipers 



in the Areopagus, moving from there to King Jesus. We see Jesus’ witnesses beginning from 
wherever they found themselves and moving skillfully to the gospel. 

We should strive to become this familiar with the Bible, its storyline, themes, and 
doctrine. If someone dropped us into any point of the Bible, we should be able to recognize the 
terrain and navigate through the story until we arrive at the good news. So, let's pay attention 
to scripture, not only for our own sanctification, but so that we can meet people where they 
are, with the questions they have, and lead them to Christ. 
 
3. Finally, the Spirit empowers believers to be witnesses to the ends of the earth. Jesus 
promised, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” So far in Acts, we’ve seen believers declare the gospel in Jerusalem and Judea. Philip 
just proclaimed the gospel in Samaria. All that remains is “the ends of the earth,” which 
happens in this passage. How does Luke describe the man in the chariot? 
 First, he is an Ethiopian. This is not the “Ethiopia” we know today. The land referred to is 
in the area we know as Sudan. One scholar notes the significance, “Ethiopia figured in 
Mediterranean legends and mythical geography as the very end of the earth (sometimes 
extending from the far south to the far east)...”i In Philip’s day, Ethiopia was the “ends of the 
earth.” This man’s ethnic identity is not an accidental detail—it’s the point of this story. 
Through Philip’s witness, the gospel will go to the ends of the earth. 
 Second, this Ethiopian is a eunuch. "Eunuch," in the words of one scholar, is: 

a term that literally denotes a male who has been rendered infertile through castration. 
Many eunuchs were slaves. Eunuchs were stigmatized for life as a result of their 
castration. [T]hey were ridiculed. 

This man would be considered something “other,” stigmatized and ridiculed by the people of 
his country. In Israel, the Law stated that “no man whose testicles have been crushed or whose 
penis has been cut off may enter the LORD’s assembly.”ii (Some nations removed the genitalia 
entirely to make a eunuch.) Because of this mutilation, he would be forbidden from entering 
the assembly of the Lord. The eunuch would be perpetually forbidden from full participation in 
Israel. He would remain forever an outsider, unclean, untouchable.  
 All this makes the Ethiopian’s faith astounding. That he would travel to Jerusalem to 
worship Yahweh when he would be forbidden from joining the assembly in the temple is 
evidence of remarkable faith. The Spirit prepared the soil of this man's heart to receive the seed 
of the gospel—just as he is preparing the hearts of those to whom he’ll send you. 

The eunuch says, “Look, there’s water. What would keep me from being baptized?" Why 
this question? In the first century, conversion to Judaism included a ritual involving immersion 
in water. As a eunuch, he was likely denied this baptism. So he may be asking, "Is there 
anything in the small print that's going to exclude me?" And there’s nothing—nothing prevents 
him from being baptized. He heard the good news and believed it—and that calls for publicly 
professing his faith in baptism. And so, Philip baptizes him. 

We see here the inclusiveness of the gospel. The message of salvation in Jesus is for 
everyone and anyone who believes—no matter their earthly status. Don’t let a person’s rank or 
reputation in the world keep you from telling them about Jesus. God sent Philip to an 
untouchable from the ends of the earth. God loves to choose the weak and despised things of 
the world to demonstrate the power of a crucified Messiah. 



After Philip is carried away, we read that the eunuch “went on his way rejoicing." 
Perhaps he is rejoicing because kept reading Isaiah and arrived at Isaiah 56: 

No foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD should say, “The LORD will exclude me 
from his people,”  
and the eunuch should not say, “Look, I am a dried-up tree.”  

For the LORD says this: For the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,  
and choose what pleases me, and hold firmly to my covenant,  

I will give them, in my house and within my walls,  
a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters.  
I will give each of them an everlasting name that will never be cut off. 

No one united to Jesus by faith should fear that the Lord will exclude them. It doesn’t matter 
what your earthly status is—God forgives and receives everyone who trusts in Christ. He pours 
his Spirit into their hearts so that they truly know him as Father. It doesn’t matter how people 
classify you on earth—when you trust in Jesus, you are his and belong to his people. 

Finally, we note that this man was a “high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of her entire treasury.” “Candace” was the title given to every queen in the 
Ethiopian dynasty. This man is one of her “high officials,” put in charge of her entire treasury. 
She obviously trusts and respects this man. 

Eunuchs were often preferred for high government positions, such as overseeing the 
king’s harem or raising the royal children. They did not bring the risk of sexual assault. They 
were considered very loyal and honest. Given their castration, they would not have a family and 
would likely find little acceptance in the general population. So, their livelihood and well-being 
depended on pleasing the king or queen. That’s why a eunuch could be both ridiculed among 
the people and a high officer of the queen.  

Once again, we see the Spirit at work. This man had access to the highest level of his 
nation’s government. The queen trusted him. She would, we presume, give him a hearing as he 
shares his faith. Though unlikely and surprising, he’s the perfect candidate to take the gospel to 
the ends of the earth. 

As a church in Ames, we’re situated in a place similar to where the Spirit sent Philip. On 
the one hand, we’re in the middle of nowhere. This is flyover country. People across the nation 
confuse us with Idaho and Ohio. But, on the other hand, God brings the nations to us. A total of 
2,532 international students, representing 112 countries, enrolled at Iowa State this fall.iii To 
live in Ames is to live among the nations. 

You may be chatting in the checkout line at Aldi with someone who is connected to the 
queen of an unreached people group on the other side of the globe. At the gas pump, you may 
be another Philip that God has sent to the Land Rover-chariot of another “Ethiopian eunuch.”  

Don’t shrink back because the conversation may be awkward, because you don’t know 
what to say, because you have to concentrate to understand their accented-English, because of 
stereotypes about “those people.” Instead, believe that Jesus is reigning over the unfolding of 
history. Believe that the Spirit is empowering you and placing you in the path of others. In faith, 
ask them, "Do you understand who Jesus is?" and then help them understand. 
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