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I’ve watched my fair share of children being born; I still find it amazing. Unless something goes wrong, babies 
are born knowing how to do certain things. They know how to breathe, cry, suck, swallow, and poop. No one 
has to teach them these things. I find this morning's passage just as impressive. 

Last week's passage ended with childbirth—3,000 souls were born again. This morning we learn what 
these newborns did—“they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.” The apostles didn’t devote them. The church didn’t devote them. “They” (the new 
believers) “devoted themselves.” Newborn believers do these things naturally. Sure, some might need 
encouragement or help in one activity or the other, but these activities are natural when a person is born 
again. In our new birth, the Holy Spirit gives us a new nature, one that immediately starts living in a new way. 
 I'm going to lead us through this passage by observing five things that Christians do. Before I get to 
point one, I just want to mention the joy it is as a pastor to preach through a passage that your congregation 
does so well. As I read and reread this passage this week, I kept thinking to myself—"Yeah, this describes 
Grand Avenue. Thank you, Lord!" We're all stronger or weaker on various aspects of this passage. We all 
experience the church in different ways. But I hope you can join me this morning in giving thanks to God for a 
local church that models these things so well. So, let's turn to the text now, asking the Father to strengthen 
what is weak and reinforce what is strong in us. 
 

1) Christians are devoted to following Jesus together. These new Christians—those who received the gospel 
and professed their faith in baptism—were immediately added to the number of Christ-followers. Verse 41 
says these new believers were “added;” they became part of the church. Verse 47 ends, “And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved." The first and most essential thing that happens 
after someone is saved is that they are added to the church. 
 Luke is not merely describing the first steps of new believers; he's describing the central priorities of 
every believer and every church. These activities are a natural overflow of faith in Jesus. When we come to 
understand and rejoice in our salvation, we want to do these things—not out of duty but out of delight in 
Christ. We see here what it means to gladly follow Jesus. 
 

2) Christians are devoted to following Jesus in understanding God's Word. These believers had just learned 
and come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah. Their natural desire was to learn more. So, “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching.” That is probably what Luke describes in verse 46 when he writes that 
they were “attending the temple together” “day by day.” They likely gathered in the temple courts daily to 
hear the apostles teach about Jesus. 

Why were they devoted to “the apostles’ teaching?” The Apostles were Jesus' authorized 
representatives. They had a unique authority to explain and apply the life, death, resurrection, and ascension 
of Jesus the Messiah. That, I think, is what verse 43 is about: “many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles.” As the apostles proclaimed Jesus from the Hebrew scriptures to the church and the 
world, the Lord verified their ministry through “signs and wonders.” 

What did the apostles teach? In the previous passage, the apostle Peter explained the arrival of the 
Holy Spirit from the Old Testament. Then, using the scriptures, he proved that Jesus is the Messiah and that 
the people should repent and be baptized in his name. We see here (and elsewhere) that the apostles taught 
that the Old Testament scripture points to Jesus as the Messiah. In other words, they were proclaiming the 
gospel from all of scripture, calling people to repent and believe. 

How does this apply to us? We devote ourselves to the apostles' teaching when we devote ourselves 
to the written word of God. The New Testament is the divinely-inspired record of the apostolic teaching; it 
teaches us how to understand the Old Testament. We should ask: does our faith in Jesus drive us to learn 
more about our Savior? Are we devoted to a church that preaches Jesus from the whole of scripture? 

Michael pointed out a few weeks ago that the Apostles preached God’s Word and, therefore, you 
should look for a church that preaches the Bible. This passage would affirm that. But looking for a church that 
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preaches the Bible is not enough. Many preach the Bible verse-by-verse without hardly a mention of Jesus. A 
sermon that would not get you ejected from a first-century Jewish synagogue for being a heretic is not the 
apostolic teaching. 

The "apostolic teaching" was always focused on and full of Jesus. This is what Jesus himself did—he 
explained from God's Word who he was and what that meant! If you're being taught God's Word without it 
centering on Jesus, then you might be receiving instruction that uses the words of God, but you are not being 
taught God's Word. These believers did not devote themselves to mere moralistic improvement or Jewish 
history. They devoted themselves to “the apostles’ teaching,” which is always about the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. 

And isn't that what you really want and need most of all? Isn't what you need to hear every day is that 
your sins are forgiven, and your debt is paid? That you are covered with the righteousness of Christ and God is 
for you? That Jesus intercedes for you and the Holy Spirit empowers you? That the sufferings of this world are 
temporary because Jesus is returning to make all things new? That truth–all of it together—is enough to teach 
us how to live, transform our lives, and make us ready and willing to live for Jesus from this moment on. If 
you're not getting Jesus, you're not getting the Bible. 
 

3) Christians are devoted to following Jesus in sharing their possessions. They “devoted themselves to…the 
fellowship.” The word “fellowship” means to share with someone something beyond the relationship itself.1 
As genuine Christians, we all believe the same gospel; we share the same faith and the same Lord. We are 
indwelt by the same Spirit. We share the same baptism, forgiveness of sins, adoption as sons into the same 
family, the same inheritance, the same promise of resurrection. This passage describes a deep, thorough, 
profound unity that is both spiritual and practical. As they share the one faith, they share everything. That 
gospel teaches us how to share with each other as an expression of all that we share in Christ. 
 When we hear and believe the gospel, we learn how to live. For example, 2 Corinthians 8:9 says this: 
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you by his poverty might become rich.” Jesus was rich. We were poor. He made himself poor so that 
we could become rich. What’s that look like in Christ-followers?  

"All who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions 
and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.” Believing the gospel and caring for each 
other go hand in hand. The church is a forever family. If someone in your family is in need and you have the 
means to meet that need, you gladly meet the need. Does our delight in Jesus’ voluntary poverty for our 
enrichment overflow in glad and willing surrender of our possessions to meet the needs of other believers? 
 

4) Christians are devoted to following Jesus in eating together. “They devoted themselves…to the breaking of 
bread.” He describes this in verse 46, “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes…." After assembling together as one large body at the temple, they evidently made their way to 
various homes where they “broke bread.” Luke immediately tells us what he means by “breaking bread”—
“they received their food with glad and generous hearts.” He’s talking about sharing meals together. 

When the Son of God took on flesh and dwelt among us, he wasn't on the earth for an hour each week 
and gone the rest of the week. When Jesus ministered with his disciples for three years, he wasn't with them 
for one morning a week, then he was absent the rest of the time. "Dwelling among us" meant that he lived life 
among us—a big part of which was eating meals with people.  

In the first century, sharing a meal was a sign of unity and acceptance. Table fellowship signified to the 
world and each other that they really were a new family—brothers and sisters in Christ. When we eat 
together, we serve each other by passing food. We commune by eating from the same dishes. We look across 
the table at each other and converse with each other. 

 
1 See Peterson, Acts 
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Friends, if all we do is sit in church for an hour a week, we're not participating in the fellowship of the 
body. Talking for fifteen minutes over a cup of coffee in the foyer is not the fellowship this passage speaks of. 
A church is not a preaching post where we come each week to be taught and to sing. A church is a family 
devoted to one another holistically, siblings who are with one another. 

The application is simple. If you rejoice in the fact that Jesus welcomes you to his table, then rejoice in 
inviting believers to your table (rejoice in sitting at the tables of others). Eat meals together. Invite people into 
your home for a meal. Push back on your excuses: “But my house/apartment isn’t big enough!” “But I’m not 
gifted at entertaining!” “But my home isn’t as nice and fancy as other people’s houses.” “But I can’t afford 
much in the way of food.” Those excuses miss the point. 

These early believers were not “entertaining guests;” they were eating a meal as a family. They were 
not showing off how much they had or how lovely their home was; they were eating a family meal. They 
certainly weren’t trying to impress each other with fancy dishes and origami napkin folds. The point was to be 
together for a meal with brothers and sisters. 

If your place can hold only one other person at the table—then invite one person over! If your budget 
is limited, buy some bread, peanut butter, and jelly. Microwave corndogs. Don't worry about impressing 
others. (For those who have the means and skills to impress others, bear in mind that you serve the rest of the 
church when you model simplicity. When a wealthy member serves Kraft Mac-n-Cheese® on paper plates, 
they help the poor member feel at ease about doing the same thing.) 
 

5) Christians are devoted to following Jesus in their relationship with God the Father. “They devoted 
themselves…to the prayers." This may mean they went to the temple for the regular prayer time (as we see in 
chapter 3) or that they gathered elsewhere to pray—or both. It’s described when Luke writes, “they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God.” They knew that all things—salvation, food, and each 
other—were good gifts from their Father in heaven. 

When Jesus broke bread, he would lift his eyes to heaven and thank his Father. When people repented 
and believed, Jesus rejoiced in what God had done. When Jesus faced difficult decisions or ministry tasks, he 
sought his Father in prayer. The body of Christ does what Christ did. 

Since the Father gave us the Son… Since the Son intercedes for us at the Father’s right hand… Since the 
Holy Spirit dwells in us and amongst us… Since the gospel assures us that the Triune God loves us and gladly 
gives us all we need to display his glory on earth… the church is devoted to prayer. Not out of duty, but out of 
a happy assurance that, in Christ, all that is his is ours!  

It's good that we pray together in our corporate worship, member meetings, and small groups. It's 
good to have prayer meetings. But don't wait around for the church to organize and schedule your prayer life. 
Devotion to prayer is as natural for the Christian as crying is to a newborn. Let it be a regular and seamless 
part of your conversations. When someone shares with you a need, burden, blessing in conversation, let’s not 
just say “Praise the Lord” or “I’ll pray for you.” Let’s stop and pray.  
 

Finally, notice what God did in this context. That gospel teaches us how to share with each other as an 
expression of all that we share in Christ. Verse 43, “awe came upon every soul.” Verse 47, the church enjoyed 
"having favor with all the people." It was evident to unbelievers around them that something unique, unusual, 
divine was happening. They were in awe—they respected this new teaching and treated the believers with 
favor. That didn't last forever and isn't always true—but it is noteworthy. 
 "The Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved." Unbelievers in the temple 
overheard the gospel. They certainly noticed the diverse social classes eating together. They wanted to know 
what this was. They learned it was the result of believing that Jesus is the Messiah who died and rose to save 
his people. And God sovereignly changed the hearts of these seekers, giving them faith in Jesus so that they 
joined in devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching, the fellowship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers. 
May the Lord do the same amongst us. 


