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What’s the purpose of a wedding ceremony? Is it just an occasion for a party? Is it just an occasion 

where people show up to crash their acquaintance's celebration to get free food and drinks? Is it just an 

occasion for the extended family of the bride and the groom to check each other out to see if they like one 

another? Is it just a meaningless ritual with liturgy? Or is it more? 

 A wedding ceremony is an event where two people publicly unite in covenant marriage. They declare 

that they have forsaken all others and covenanted in marriage until death parts them. They declare that they 

belong to one another.  

A covenant marriage ceremony is the inauguration event that declares a change in the relationship 

between the bride and the groom. It declares it between the bride and groom and the watching world. 

 This is kind of what we see in the event of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-13. Pentecost is the inauguration of 

the age of the Holy Spirit. These thirteen verses are a public declaration of the powerful change in the 

relationship between Christ and the people of God. These people will soon be called the church, His bride. 

Jesus told His disciples this promise was about to be fulfilled, and it was in the event of Pentecost, and all of 

the people in Jerusalem who were from all over the world witnessed this inauguration. 

 The message today is pretty simple. I have two questions I want to ask as we work through the text. 

First: What is Pentecost? Second: What is the purpose of Pentecost? 

I. What is Pentecost? (Acts 2:1-3) 

 Look in v. 1 again: 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 

Pentecost was the day that the disciples had been waiting to arrive. Jesus told them in Luke 24 that this 

day would come. However, there were prophecies of this day in the Old Testament. Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Joel 

promised this day would come as well.  

But did they think the event of Pentecost would be like this? What did they think of when they heard 

the word—Pentecost?  

To appreciate all that happened on Pentecost, we really need to answer this question. For most of us, 

the word Pentecost probably brings to mind Pentecostalism or a denomination called Pentecostal. When 

someone hears that word, many of us might think of speaking in tongues or being slain in the Spirit, or simply 

being filled with the Holy Spirit. However, Pentecost has a very ancient history. 

 However, for the Jews, Pentecost was known as an agriculture or harvest feast or festival called: The 

Feast of Weeks or The Feast of the Firstfruits. Most of us do not think of a harvest festival when we hear the 

word Pentecost.  

Pentecost literally was the fiftieth day after Passover. So, as we look at the calendar, this past May 23rd 

was Pentecost Sunday. While that is the date for Pentecost this year, it does not tell us what this agricultural 

festival was or is. 
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 Pentecost was the agricultural festival when farmers brought in the first sheaf of wheat from the crop 

and offered it to God as their firstfruits from the harvest, partly to give thanks to God and partly as a prayer 

that the rest of the harvest would be safely gathered. 

 Pentecost or Feast of Weeks brought to mind echoes of Israel’s redemptive history. It reminded them 

of the story of their Exodus from Egypt. You see, after they left Egypt, they traveled to Mount Sinai. Then 

Moses went up the mountain and received the Ten Commandments. Then on the fiftieth day after their 

Exodus, he came down from the mountain with the Ten Commandments and gave them to God’s people. This 

is the origin of Pentecost.  

So, in summary, Pentecost is the fiftieth day after the Passover/Exodus. It inaugurated God giving His 

Law through Moses to His people who were in covenant with Him and they with Him. The giving of the Law 

was in order to teach them how to live in covenant with God as His people. This was the first Pentecost. 

 When we get to the first century, Pentecost was an annual festival that commemorated this event. It 

celebrated the giving of the Law to the people of God whereby they responded with thanks and trust in God 

through the harvest festival called: Day of Firstfruits or Feast of Weeks. 

 However, the Old Covenant event of Pentecost was never an end in itself. It was always pointing to 

what we see fulfilled in Acts 2:1-13.  

So, we need to ask the question: What has changed with the inauguration of the New Covenant at 

Pentecost? First, the New Testament teaches us that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Feast of the Firstfruits, aka 

Pentecost. Listen to what the Apostle Paul say in 1 Corinthians 15:20: 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 

Jesus is the firstfruits of the resurrection. When He rose from the dead, He didn’t ascend to Mt. Sinai; 

He ascended to Heaven. Then when He descended and stayed on the earth for 40 days, He did not come back 

with the Law of God but with the Holy Spirit of God. Then the Holy Spirit of God descends and takes the Law of 

God and writes it upon the hearts of the people of God. So, we see Jesus is the Firstfruits of Pentecost. 

Second, in Romans 8:23, the Apostle Paul teaches us that the Holy Spirit is the gift of the firstfruits. 

Listen to Romans 8:23: 

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 

bodies. 

 So, what this means is that at Pentecost, God, through Jesus, gave us the gift of His firstfruits instead of 

us giving it to Him. By His gift to us, we are now able to truly thank and trust God for what He has done to save 

us and will do in our lives to sanctify us. 

But that’s not all! It gets better. Just to make sure your tracking with me. Here is where we are. First, 

Jesus is the fulfillment of Pentecost of the firstfruits. Then, second, He gives us His Holy Spirit as the gift of the 

firstfruits. Finally, we see is that the gift of the Holy Spirit transforms us into a firstfruits offering. Listen to 

what the Apostle Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:13: 

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by 

the Spirit and belief in the truth. 
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 When you heard the word Pentecost is that what came to mind? You see, Pentecost is not about us—it 

is about what Jesus does for His people. It is Jesus inaugurating the New Covenant with His people before a 

watching world. 

 In the Old Covenant, Pentecost was about what you give to God. In the New Covenant, Pentecost is 

about God, through Christ, giving you Himself in His Holy Spirit.  

Then when God gives you His Holy Spirit, you become a new creation in Christ. Everything changes. We 

become a people for his own possession that we may proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 

  Now you may be saying to yourself, “You make it sound like when I got saved, that was Pentecost. I 

thought Pentecost was the inauguration of the New Covenant and the disciples received the gift of the Spirit 

that was like a mighty rushing wind and divided tongues of fire resting upon them. I didn’t have that 

experience.”  

Well, yes, that is kind of what I am saying. Pentecost inaugurated the age of the Holy Spirit. What this 

means is that when you got saved, you were given the gift of the firstfruits—the Holy Spirit. This gift of the 

firstfruits of God was inaugurated at Pentecost; it is culminated in you (if you are born again). The power given 

at Pentecost is still being given to God’s people today. It does not come in the event of wind and tongues of 

fire, but God’s people are raised from spiritual death to spiritual life by the Holy Spirit of God. 

The fact is, there is no way to be saved without the gift of the Spirit. It is the Spirit of God that creates 

new life. The mighty wind and divided tongues of fire resting over the disciples was a one-time event that 

occurred with the inauguration of the New Covenant or the age of the Holy Spirit. It happened that way to 

help us see and understand the Old Covenant was fulfilled in the inauguration of the New Covenant. 

So, when we read in vv. 2-3: 

And suddenly, there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 

 Pentecost was a massive fulfillment of a long-awaited promise. The coming of the Spirit needed to be 

evident to all who gathered in the room and those who knew the disciples. 

 The Holy Spirit had come to stay! No longer was it the gift of the Spirit to certain people at certain 

times for certain purposes. Now the Spirit was poured out on all who believed.  

 It is like when the power of electricity was harnessed and made available to all. In the early days of 

electricity, only certain people and places had electricity. However, when they figured out how to tap into the 

power and then send it along power lines into the houses through electrical receptacles in people’s houses, 

then the power was available to all. Now every house that is built is wired with the power of electricity.  

 This is what happens for every person who is born again. You are wired with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. You are not living in your own power. You are filled and the power of the Holy Spirit. You may not have 

had a mighty rushing wind or tongues of fire rest upon you, but here IS what did happen.  

When you heard the gospel of Jesus Christ, Jesus spoke into your dead heart, and the Holy Spirit 

breathed life into your dead spiritual lungs. He called you from death to life, and your whole world was 

completely and eternally transformed from death to life. 

So, if you are not a Christian, then you do not have the power of the Holy Spirit living in you. You are 

living life in your own power. Eventually, you figure out that you do not have any power in you. That’s why you 

go from one thing to another. You’re looking for a power source. You’re looking for purpose and meaning in 
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life. You know something is missing. You look and look and just when you think you have found power for 

living, you realize later that it was really a 9-volt battery. It gave you a buzz when you stuck your tongue to it, 

but over time, the buzz is gone because there is no power for living in the things of the world.  

 What you need is the power of the Holy Spirit to awaken life in you. You need the unlimited power of 

the Holy Spirit to give you life. Why don’t you call on Christ today? Turn from your sin and to Jesus in 

repentance and faith. He will fill you with His promised Holy Spirit. No, there won’t be a rushing wind or 

divided tongues of fire, but there will be abundant life coursing through your spiritual veins. You will have the 

eternal joy of the Holy Spirit filling your spiritual lungs with life, hope, and joy in Christ. Call on Jesus today. Ask 

Him to breathe the Spirit of Life into your dead heart and save you. 

II. What is the Purpose of Pentecost? 

 I asked the question in the singular, but I really have two purposes to cover. The first one feeds into the 

one main purpose. So, let’s get to work on our remaining verses.  

Look in v. 1 again: 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 

Here is the first purpose of Pentecost I want us to see: The picture of Pentecost in v. 1 is the picture of 

the unity of God’s people. Brothers and sisters, the Spirit comes to unite, not divide. They were together in 

one place.  

There is no other reason for those disciples to be gathered in one place except for the Holy Spirit.  

Think of their lives before becoming disciples. There was a former Jewish traitor who was a tax collector. Some 

foul-mouthed fishermen hated tax collectors. There was a Jewish mercenary zealot who hated tax collectors. 

These were just some of their differences but here is what we see—they were gathered in one place.  

Think about it, Jesus came into a world that was just like ours. It was divided along class lines, language 

lines, ethnic lines, gender lines, age lines, political lines, economic lines, geographical lines, and religious lines. 

I am sure there were more lines than these, but you get the point. 

Then what happened? Jesus, by His righteous life, the spilling of His blood on the cross, and His 

glorious resurrection from the dead, washed away all of these lines. The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians that 

by His blood created one new man/people in place of all of these divided peoples. It is by the gift of His Spirit 

that He unites us all. Friends, the gospel changes everything!! 

Now listen to me. I think it is a good thing to pray for unity. However, when we read Ephesians, we 

learn that Jesus has already made us one.  

Brothers and sisters, if we are not experiencing unity, it is not because the blood of Christ and the Spirit 

of God had failed. It is because we have failed. It is because we are disobedient to Christ. Unity is not 

something that will come later, and it is the gift of the Spirit that is here now. 

Right now, the enemy seeks to divide us. He does not want us to be one. The enemy has worked hard 

to create new lines of division over the past year. He has tried to divide along new lines: mask & no-mask, 

vaccine, and no-vaccine, and meeting together or not meeting together or meeting online. The enemy will 

keep trying to divide us. 

Brothers and sisters, let’s not allow the enemies new tactics to creates lines of division where there is 

none. We are one in Christ now, so let’s strive to live it out—together in one place. 

The first purpose of unity leads to the second purpose of Pentecost. But to see it, we need to look back 

at Luke’s Gospel in Luke 24:45-49: 
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Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand 

the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should 

suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending 

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high.” 

Then in Acts 2:2-3 they were in Jerusalem and clothed with power from on high. Listen to vv. 2-3 again: 

And suddenly, there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 

 There is a reason they have been clothed with power from on high or, as Acts 2 says, “filled” in order to 

overflow. 

 Overflowing with what? With the puffed-up spirituality? With leadership ability? With special skills? 

With personal purpose? Overflowing with what? Look in v. 4: 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 

as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 The focus of their overflowing was not the tongues but the message. Remember what Luke 24:48 said: 

You are witnesses of these things. 

 They are filled in order to be overflowing witnesses. They were to overflow with the gospel. They were 

to be witnesses to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 Look in vv. 5-11: 

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 

heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 

language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the 

mighty works of God.” 

 Do you know what is happening here? Their overflowing with the gospel message was the beginning of 

the reverse of the curse on languages at the Tower of Babel. 

 Do you remember the story in Genesis 11? All the people of the world spoke one language and decided 

to make a name for themselves by building a tower up to heaven. The Lord saw it and cursed their languages 
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by causing all of the people to speak different languages. Then they scattered all over the earth from there. 

Now what we see in Acts 2 is the beginning of the reverse of that curse given in Genesis 11. 

The curse is not fully reversed. But as the gospel spreads and penetrates other languages and cultures, 

it begins to reverse that curse and unites people not for their own purposes but for Christ’s purpose to 

redeem sinners.  

Scholar John Stott points out that the list of nations in Acts 2 is in line with the general ethnic 

genealogies of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. He says that Luke was careful to list the nations to show that the 

curse of Babel is being supernaturally reversed by the Holy Spirit. 

Here is what happened at Pentecost. Pentecost set in motion a movement that will culminate in the 

full reversal of that curse in Revelation 7:9-10. In Revelation 7:9-10 we see people from every tribe, tongue, 

language group, nation, and ethnicity gathered around the throne of God singing praises to God1: 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

 Here is what we must remember. We are between the Pentecost inauguration in Acts 2 and 

consummation in Revelation 7:9-10. Right now, we are on this Pentecostal path to see Revelation 7:9-10 

fulfilled. 

 Here is what it looks like. It looks like faithfully sharing the gospel with our friends, family, neighbors, 

and anyone who will listen. We keep faithfully preaching the gospel and sharing the gospel. We keep 

preaching, teaching, discipling, and planting churches. We keep training and calling people to answer the call 

to go to the mission field to give their lives for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We train young men and 

women to go and plant healthy churches that make faithful disciples of Christ, who in turn go and plant 

healthy churches that make healthy disciples. We keep praying for God to call men and women to go, and He 

is still doing that. I want to tell you the story of two 19th missionaries who answered that call . . .[read from the 

book]2 

God is still calling His people to go to the mission field. He is calling them to give their lives to learning 

the language, learning the culture, and penetrating those unreached people groups with the gospel.  

God is still calling missionaries to the glorious Colossians 1:24 task of filling up what is lacking in Christ’s 

afflictions. But brothers and sisters, it is not that Christ’s afflictions were incomplete. That is not what 

Colossians 1:24 means. What is lacking is that not everyone has heard. What is lacking is that not every tribe 

and tongue has heard of Christ’s sacrificial, substitutionary death on the cross.  

So, God calls people in the pews of the church who have been taught God’s word and taken along in 

ministry to answer the call. It is not elite, powerful people who fill this calling. It is regular people whom God 

fills with the power of the Holy Spirit. They are the ones who go and give their lives for the sake of the gospel 

for His glory and their joy. 

 
1 John Stott, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of Acts, 68. 
2 David B. Calhoun, Swift and Beautiful: The Amazing Stories of Faithful Missionaries, 91-107. 
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You may be sitting here this morning, and you have been wrestling with the call of God on your life and 

your family’s life to go to the nations. If that is you, then talk to me or one of our elders about what Spirit is 

saying to you. This is not a decision to be made lightly nor apart from your local church.  

 


