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Many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the events that have been fulfilled among us, just 
as the original eyewitnesses and servants of the word handed them down to us. So it also seemed good 
to me, since I have carefully investigated everything from the very first, to write to you in an orderly 
sequence, most honorable Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things about which 
you have been instructed.1 
 

Those words, at the start of Luke’s gospel, reveal his central purpose for writing his record of Jesus’ ministry 
from his birth through sending the gospel to the Gentiles. He wants Theophilus to know “the certainty of the 
things about which you have been instructed.” In keeping with that purpose, here is what I take to be Luke’s 
main point in Acts 1:12-26: This gospel is the true gospel, attested to by the apostles, eyewitnesses, and the 
prophets. 
 
1) This gospel is the true gospel… 
Luke-Acts was written 30-45 years after these events took place. False gospels and false Christs had certainly 
arisen, posing a challenge to the faith of Theophilus. So Luke wants him to know there is nothing uncertain 
about what he has been taught. It is the truth. 
 The same is true in our lives. In high school, a friend told me, "The only reason you believe in Christianity 
is because it is all you've been taught." That statement shook me. That day, I quit believing in God and 
considered myself an atheist (though I told no one). Perhaps you wrestle with doubts about whether this is 
true. You’ve been challenged by a college professor or your high school friends. Or the hardship of life has 
worn down your confidence. 
 Luke wants people like you, me, and Theophilus to know that what he has written is true. He researched it 
carefully. He studied these events from the perspective of Scripture and found that they do indeed fulfill the 
Old Testament. He learned these things from two groups of people—“the original eyewitnesses” and the 
“servants of the word.” “The original eyewitnesses” are those who were there when it happened. "Servants of 
the word" is a phrase the Apostles use to describe themselves in Acts. These three groups—apostles, 
eyewitnesses, and prophets—all appear in our passage.  
 Before we move on, let’s think about the primary application Luke is driving toward: We should believe 
the gospel because it is true. Simple enough, but we all know that our flesh is weak, and doubts arise. Jude 
tells us to "have mercy on those who doubt."2 I want to extend mercy to you. 

If you have doubts, I’m not going to beat you over the head with guilt. I’m not going to tell you to drive a 
stake in the ground this morning and never doubt again. I get it. There are times, even now, that I’m hit with 
strong waves of doubt. Doubts can often bring shame, fear, despair. Don’t be afraid to talk to someone about 
your doubts. If you need someone to listen, pray, or talk to, reach out to me.  

God knows we struggle with doubt. That’s why he inspired Luke to write this. If he didn’t think Theophilus 
would be tempted by doubts, then there would be no need to write so that he can have certainty! God knew 
about your struggle in advance. He’s not angry about it. He’s responded with mercy. In his mercy, he wrote 
this passage for you. 
 
…attested to by the apostles… 
In verses 12-13, Luke records that after Jesus’s ascension, the disciples returned to Jerusalem to the upper 
room where they were staying. They were obeying Jesus' command to stay in Jerusalem until they received 
the Holy Spirit. Luke records the names of the eleven—soon-to-be twelve—apostles. 

 
1 Luke 1:1-4 
2 Jude 22 
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Who and what were these Apostles? We learn a few things in verses 21-26. First, they were chosen by 
Jesus. Only Jesus picks his Twelve. When Judas needs to be replaced, who chooses Matthias? It’s not Peter, 
the Eleven, or the 120 gathered together. It was Jesus. They pray to the Lord (Jesus) and ask him to reveal his 
choice. They cast lots because that was how the will of God was often revealed in the Old Covenant. The Holy 
Spirit hadn’t come yet, so they reasoned from the Scripture and used a God-ordained means to know who 
Jesus chose. 

The second thing is that they were there, Peter says, “during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 
these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” The apostles were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ 
entire earthly ministry. 

Jesus gave the Twelve unique authority. Jesus said in Luke 22, “I bestow on you a kingdom, just as my 
Father bestowed one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. And you will sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”3 The Twelve would receive the kingdom and unique authority in 
it, ruling over the twelve tribes of Israel. In these Apostles—and through the apostolic faith—Jesus was 
restoring Israel. 

That’s why it was necessary to replace Judas. Judas did not need to be replaced because he died. Later, 
when Luke records the death of James, there is no mention of picking a replacement. The other apostles were 
not replaced when they died. Judas is replaced because of his apostasy—he left the faith and his office. Jesus 
chose Twelve to represent Israel. So there had to be twelve—not eleven or thirteen—twelve apostles. So, we 
read Jesus picked Matthias to fulfill that number. 
 Why does Luke want Theophilus to know that these specific eleven men were present? Why does he 
want him to know that Jesus chose Matthias to replace Judas? He wants him to know that the gospel he 
records in Luke-Acts is the apostolic faith. It is the true presentation and interpretation of Jesus Christ, which is 
handed down by those who accompanied Jesus throughout his entire ministry and were hand-picked by Jesus 
and given unique authority in his kingdom. 
 Who has the authority to say what is true and what is false? That’s the question of our day. We live in an 
age of boundless skepticism. It has infected our culture from the far left to the far right. Everyone believes 
what is right in their own eyes because there is no king among them. 
 Here’s the good news: there is a King—Jesus. When someone asks, “Who says what you believe is true?” 
you can answer, “The King of kings and Lord of lords hand-picked and authorized his apostles to hand down 
the true faith.” 
 
…attested to by eyewitnesses… 
In verse 14, Luke tells us that the Eleven were united “together with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers.” These three groups correspond to the “eyewitnesses” Luke spoke about in Luke 1.  
 Luke mentions “the women.” Notice the word “the.” “The women.” He’s thinking of a particular group of 
women, those we first met in Luke 8: 

Afterward, [Jesus] was traveling from one town and village to another, preaching and telling the good 
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed of 
evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary, called Magdalene (seven demons had come out of her); Joanna the wife 
of Chuza, Herod’s steward; Susanna; and many others who were supporting them from their possessions.4 

As Jesus undertook his itinerant ministry, he was accompanied by the Twelve and a diverse group of women. 
On the one hand, we have Mary Magdalene, who was delivered from seven demons. On the other hand, we 
have Joanna, the wife of King Herod’s steward. Luke tells us that these and many other women “were 
supporting them from their possessions.” These women are the only recorded source of financial support for 
Jesus' ministry. 

 
3 Christian Standard Bible (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2020), Lk 22:29–30. 
4 Luke 8:1–3. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/csb?ref=BibleCSB2.Lk22.29&off=3&ctx=e+in+my+trials.b+29%C2%A0~I+bestow+on+you+a+ki
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 Luke mentions “the women” again after Jesus’ death—“all who knew him, including the women who had 
followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.” 
 “The women” show up again in Luke 24, bringing spices to the tomb. “The women” found the empty 
tomb and the angels and were the first to hear that Jesus had risen. Luke writes, "Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them were telling the apostles these things." Their 
words seemed like nonsense to the men, and they didn't believe the women. So, they ran to the tomb to see 
for themselves—and found that the women were correct. 

Luke is not merely telling us that this particular group of women were devoted and generous followers. 
He strategically positions “the women” as key witnesses to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. These same 
women are now in the core community of the early church... 
 The only individual Luke mentions here is "Mary, the mother of Jesus." Where did Luke learn the details 
of Jesus’ birth and childhood? Likely, directly from Mary, who treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 Finally, Luke mentions “his brothers.” The ESV provides an important footnote on verses 14 and 15: “In 
New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated ‘brothers’) may 
refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters.” These would be the children that Joseph and Mary had 
after the birth of Jesus. Matthew records four brothers by name—James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas—and 
sisters whom he does not name or number.  

These brothers and sisters add another element to Luke’s argument. In the other Gospels, we learn that 
Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him.5 His immediate family thought Jesus was “out of his mind” and sought 
to restrain him.6 They were skeptics of Jesus throughout his ministry. But after their brother’s crucifixion, they 
came to believe in him as the Messiah. That’s a really strange time to decide to believe. If his miracles and 
signs didn’t convince you that he was the Messiah, then watching him be crucified would seal your unbelief. 
You’d be insane to start believing after his death—unless, of course, you saw your brother raised from the 
dead. That's really the only explanation for their newfound faith—they were eyewitnesses to the resurrection.  

That’s hope-giving, isn’t it? Jesus’ siblings were some of his most consistent skeptics. They grew up with 
him! They knew their brother. They wrestled with him, swam with him, did chores with him, shared a bed with 
him. If they don’t believe, why should anyone else!? But now, they do believe because they saw the Risen 
Jesus. They knew this man was no imposter; this was their brother, Jesus, raised from the dead. If they can be 
converted, then so can you—and your children who are wandering from the faith, and your skeptic friends, 
and your antagonistic professor, and… 
 Luke presents these eyewitnesses with the Apostles as a unified body of devoted believers. “All these 
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers.” "Together" emphasizes the unanimity of this group.7 They are unanimous in 
believing and seeking the same thing. They are gathered in faith, devoted to prayer—likely praying for the 
fulfillment of the promise they received from Jesus, the Holy Spirit. 
 This diverse body of people is united around one thing: the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. By their 
witness, we know the certainty of the gospel. 
 
…attested to by the prophets. 
Verses 15-26 record how Jesus picked a new apostle to replace Jesus. We discussed some of this earlier. What 
I want us to focus on now is how Peter argues for the necessity of replacing Judas. 

Peter stands up among “the brothers”—a company of people numbering about 120, which certainly 
includes the men and women we just discussed. He addresses them by doing what he saw Jesus do—he 
interprets and applies the Scriptures. 

 
5 John 7:2-5 
6 Mark 3:21-35 
7 See Peterson, Acts. 
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Peter says that the apostasy of Judas—and the need to pick another to replace him—were necessary. 
“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled.” Jesus did not make a mistake in picking Judas, nor was he 
surprised by his betrayal. Judas’ apostasy should not be taken as a sign that Jesus messed up and is not the 
Messiah. This is what the Scripture prophesied would happen.  

Peter says the Holy Spirit spoke through David about Judas. Before getting to the scriptures themselves, 
he highlights two things. First, Judas became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. Judas became an enemy of 
Jesus. Second, he stressed that Judas “was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
“Numbered” reminds us that Jesus intentionally chose twelve. That number is now incomplete. Someone 
needs to take on his share in the ministry. 

You’ll notice that verses 18-19 are in parenthesis. That’s the translator’s way of indicating that this is likely 
not part of Peter’s speech. Rather, Luke is inserting commentary to inform Theophilus of what happened to 
Judas after the betrayal. Some believe that this account contradicts Matthew’s account of Judas’. Good 
answers are available in any study Bible or commentary. 
 Peter quotes two verses from Psalms written by David. First, Psalm 69:25—"May his camp become 
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it.” That Psalm is about David, a righteous sufferer being 
mistreated by his enemies. He prays for God to judge his enemy. Next is Psalm 109:8—“Let another take his 
office.” Here, David cries for God’s judgment on an enemy, asking that his enemy would suffer an early death 
and be replaced by another. 
 In both these verses, Peter takes a generality from the life of David and applies it to a specific situation in 
the life of Jesus. He believes these Psalms typify both Jesus and his enemies. So, the Scripture does not merely 
prophesy that the Son of David will be betrayed by a friend and falsely accused, just as David was. Peter 
understands that David’s prayers regarding his enemies must also be answered in regard to Christ’s enemies. 
So, he sees the untimely death of Judas and his final resting place as the fulfillment of David's prayer in Psalm 
69. If that is the case, then David's prayer that another would take his enemy's position must now be fulfilled. 
Judas left his office, but his office didn't leave. The office is still there, but it is empty, and someone must 
assume it. Thus, they find two men who fit the qualifications and ask Jesus to indicate which one he’s chosen. 
 Luke’s point here is that the gospel of Jesus Christ is attested to by more than earthly eyewitnesses. The 
whole of the Old Testament Scripture attests that Jesus is the Messiah. This is a matter dear to Luke's heart. 
He, after all, is the one who records Jesus' appearance to the disciples on the road to Emmaus, in which Jesus 
shows them how all the Old Testament is about him. The ultimate and final witness to the truth of this gospel 
is God himself—a witness he prepared and proclaimed throughout the entire Old Testament. 
 
So, there we have it: This gospel—Jesus Christ, Son of God, the fulfillment of the Law, crucified for our sins, 
raised from the dead, ascended into heaven, reigning at God’s right hand, and returning to make all things 
new—is the true gospel, attested to by the apostles, eyewitnesses, and the prophets. 
 What’s that mean for you on Monday? It means that when you receive that tragic news, you can know 
that Jesus really conquered death. When you give in to that sin again, know that you really do have the 
righteousness of Christ. When you’re overwhelmed with doubt, you can know the truth. When Satan accuses 
you and throws your past in your face, know that you have forgiveness. When this world seems like a 
dumpster fire that you can no longer bear, know you have a Savior who really is returning to make all things 
new. Jesus lived and died for your sins. He rose and ascended into heaven. He’s reigning and will return for his 
people. This is the gospel, and it is certain. 


