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 We are beginning our new series in Acts this morning. We will probably be in Acts for about a year. 
Dixie will put the upcoming texts to be preached in the Service Guide. Be sure and check out the texts for the 
preaching schedule because the text may change from time to time. Sometimes Pastor Eric and I tweak the 
sermon text to be preached as we work through the book.  
 So, let’s get started. When was the last time you read a good sequel to a book or watched the sequel 
to a movie? Do you enjoy sequels?  

I know some of you like the Marvel movies series. It was a big deal when they finally got to the end of 
the series, and it ended with a two-part ending: Avengers: Infinity Wars as Part 1 and then a year later 
Avengers: End Game. That is a pretty famous sequel. The Lord of the Rings is a popular series. It is a three-
volume book series, so it is a bit more than a sequel. You might say sequels. 
 Sequels are not new. Even books of the Bible have sequels or two parts. In the New Testament, Luke  
the physician wrote two books that are considered a two-part set. The first in the series is The Gospel of Luke, 
and Part 2, or the sequel, is called The Acts of The Apostles.  
 We preached through Luke’s Gospel from August 2018 to September 2019. Now we are going to plow 
through Acts, which is considered its sequel.  

My task this morning is to introduce the book of Acts to you by covering the first five verses we just 
heard read. To introduce the book, I want to ask three questions. 
I. Who Wrote Acts? (Acts 1:1) 
 Look at v. 1: 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach. 
 Immediately, we see that the writer has written another book before this one. Who is this writer? He 
used the name “O Theophilus” to tell us to whom he wrote. Luke’s Gospel begins by being written to the same 
person. 
 It is generally accepted that Luke, the physician, wrote both Acts and the Gospel of Luke. When you 
read Acts, you will notice that when Luke is traveling with Paul’s mission team that he used the pronoun “we.” 
When he was not, he simply told the story and used the pronoun “they.”  This grammar usage points to his 
authorship. 
 Here are some things we know about Luke. First, he was a careful writer. Luke wanted to present a 
carefully researched history of events about Jesus’ life in the Gospel and the continued work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in Acts. Here is the deal: If you are a skeptic in regard to God’s word, Dr. Luke’s work should give you 
confidence. He did his homework, and he did his research when he wrote both of these books. 
 Second, Luke was a medical doctor. The Apostle Paul tells us in Colossians 4:14 that Luke the beloved 
physician greeted the saints. So, Luke was an educated man. He knew how to research and write. Yet, what we 
will see in Acts is not cold hard historical facts but words filled with the life of the Holy Spirit. He wrote to not 
only give the facts but to set the heart of the reader on fire with love for God.  

Acts may have been written by the hand of Luke, but the ultimate Author is the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit wrote Acts by inspiring Dr. Luke to write down the things He revealed to him. So, we are not simply 
reading the cold hard facts of a doctor, researcher, or historian but the inspired words of the Holy Spirit 
written down by Dr. Luke. 
 Third, Dr. Luke was a Gentile Christian. It is pretty remarkable that a Gentile Christian wrote the two 
longest books in the New Testament. It should be encouraging to us because we see how the gospel spread to 
the nations, and God began to save and use them to proclaim the gospel. 
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What we find in Luke is a Gentile who became a Christian and was so transformed by the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ he became a leader in the early days of the church. Then he eventually joined Paul’s mission team 
and traveled with him, discipling people and sharing the good news. He most likely used his medical skills to 
attend to the needs of the church where he lived and the mission team with whom he eventually traveled. He 
probably even attended to the Apostle Paul.  

Brothers and sisters, the Lord Jesus never wastes any of the gifts, skills, or training He gives us. He 
redeems them and repurposes them for His glory and the propagation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the 
growth of His church. Not only will Jesus use the gifts and skills we have, but He will continue to grow them 
and even add gifts to them.  

Luke may have never seen himself as a historical researcher and writer. He may have thought that 
after he finished school that like most of us, he was glad to be done reading and writing on that level. Now he 
just wanted to do the work and make money. Yet, here is what so often happens. We meet the risen Lord, and 
our lives are transformed. He gives us new passions, new desires, new callings, and new opportunities. This 
leads me to my second question. 

 
II. What was Luke's purpose in writing? (Acts 1:1) 
 Verse 1 will help us here. Look in v. 1 one more time and particularly who he addressed the book to: 

“`O Theophilus” 
 The name Theophilus tells us not only who he wrote to but what his purpose was. The name 
Theophilus means “One who loves God” or “Lover of God.”  

It is debated whether he was writing to an actual person name Theophilus or if it was a pseudonym for 
someone who was a government official and he wanted to protect him or if Theophilus meant anyone who 
loves God.  

To me, the debate is a moot point. The Ultimate Author, the Holy Spirit, wrote God’s word for 
everyone. Luke knew this. The Holy Spirit went to great lengths through Luke to make sure we know that the 
gospel is for all people. 
 So, one of Luke’s purposes is for the Holy Spirit to create lovers of God from every tribe and tongue. 
And if you are already a lover of God, he wants you to have a deeper love of God.  

In v. 8, Luke gives us a further purpose for his writing. Look in v. 8: 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
 We will unpack this verse more next Sunday, but for now, let me say that Luke wants lovers of God to 
become witnesses of Jesus.  

Think about it; this was what happened to Luke. When he became a Christian, he became a lover of 
God, who then became a witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is what the gospel does in our lives. 

Luke started out just like most of us. He was in a local church. Then he grew as a disciple. Then he 
began to teach and disciple. Then the Lord used him to write a Gospel account. Eventually, he became a 
missionary, and we might even say a medical missionary. At some point here, he wrote Acts. 

How is God using your gifts, talents, and skills for the purpose of His Kingdom’s growth? He has given 
you gifts and talents. He will keep growing those and adding new gifts to them. I hope you will seek the Lord 
and begin to use the gifts and talents He has given you for the work of the Kingdom of God. 
 I want you to notice one more thing about Luke’s purpose in Acts. As you read Acts, you will notice that 
Luke tells us very little about his life. He could have told us about his medical background, where he went to 
school, where he was from, and all that he did to help Paul, but he didn’t. Why? It was because he was a 
witness for Christ and not himself. The lack of information about Luke tells us much about Luke. Jesus was his 
focus. Jesus was the One on whom he had his eyes fixed.  
 I am ashamed to say that as I evaluate my life, I find that I often talk more about myself than I do my 
Savior. I will also talk more about my favorite sports teams or projects or family experiences than Jesus. I have 
been very convicted about that as I have studied Acts. 
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 What about you? Are you like me? Are you better at telling people what your gifts, talents, skills, 
hobbies, and loves are than telling about Jesus? When people walk away from a conversation with you, are 
they reflecting on how talented you or how smart you are or marveling at your education or how good Jesus is 
to you?  
 This may say more about how we see our purpose in life than anything. You see, Luke’s purpose in 
writing was also his purpose in life—and that is to be a witness for Jesus Christ.  

What about you? Is your purpose to be a lover of God and witness for Christ? Do you talk about your 
love for Jesus to others?  
 Here is our assignment this week? Let’s listen to ourselves as we talk and see how much we talk about 
ourselves to others as opposed to talking about Jesus. Don’t make this something to be anxious about but just 
casually make a mental note to see if you turn conversations to Jesus. Think about how you might talk about 
Jesus in your conversations. Perhaps you talk about church or worship of Jesus in winsome ways to others. 
 
III. What are some of the major themes we will see in Acts? (Acts 1:1-5) 
 Verses 1-5 do not give us ALL of the doctrinal themes in Acts, but, like a good Preface, it hits some very 
major themes that we will see repeated in Acts.  

Here are three of those themes: Risen, Reigning, and Returning. First, let’s consider the theme of Risen 
in vv. 1-3. We need to go back and pick up in vv. 1-3. So, look at these three verses: 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his 
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 
 As you read through Acts, you will notice that when the apostles teach or preach, they continually 
strive to help us see that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament. They emphasize in the teaching 
and preaching that Jesus lived a righteous life, then He died on the cross.  

However, and most importantly, they are driving home the point that Jesus rose from the dead. They 
want people to know that Jesus is alive and that after He was crucified and buried, three days later He rose 
from the dead. The apostles drove this point. They wanted people to know that Jesus was alive and that He is 
still at work.  

This is such a strong point in Acts that some theologians say that the title of Acts should NOT be called 
The Acts of the Apostles but The Acts of Jesus Christ. Jesus is alive, and He is still working in and through His 
people. 
 So, how about you? Do you live as if Jesus has risen from the dead or as if He is still in the tomb? I think 
sometimes, if we are not careful, we will functionally live as if Jesus has not been resurrected from the dead.  

Here is what I mean. We will give mental ascent to the resurrection, but when it comes to how we live 
our lives and how we face everyday life, struggles, trials, and problems is in our own strength. In other words, 
we function as if He has not been raised from the dead and He is not living and active in our lives.  

Oh, we will rightly look to all that that Jesus’ atonement has purchased and the example He has set, 
but then we tend to move on from our struggles and forget the power of the resurrection of Christ. We forget 
the One who was raised from the dead is still raising the dead and continually renewing us by giving new life 
to us.  

Here is the bottom line: When we forget the power of Jesus’ resurrection and the new life He 
continually breathes in us, we lose hope.  

This leads me to the second theme—Reigning. For Christ to apply the power of His resurrection to our 
lives means He is reigning. Look in vv. 4-5: 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
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 We just finished Joshua, and as we worked through that book, we continually saw our God reigning 
through the fulfillment of His promises to His people. Now, in our first sermon in Acts, right out of the gate, in 
v. 4, we again see the word—promise.  

But this promise is different. It is different because the promise is now fulfilled in the ultimate sense. 
And here it is—Jesus, the Promised One, tells us there is more of the promise to come. He was referring to the 
promise of the Holy Spirit.  

God’s promise to be with us is more than a place. It is the promise of His presence and not some mere 
external presence on a piece of property. God’s promise is to give us Himself, and He gives us Himself through 
His Holy Spirit, and when He gives us Himself by His Spirit, He is reigning in our hearts. That is what a Christian 
is. 

A Christian is a person who has received the promised Holy Spirit. When a person is born again, he or 
she receives the promised Holy Spirit. They are filled with the presence and power of God.  

They have been raised to new life, to a resurrected life where the Son of God reigns in their hearts. And 
so, the Risen and Reigning Christ is actively working in us to do His will.  

So, let’s get back to thinking about our daily lives. Here is what this means. It means we do not enter 
our life’s struggles, trials, problems, and suffering alone. The Risen and Reigning Christ is NOT SIMPLY WITH us, 
but He IS WORKING IN us.  

Often when we run into problems, trials, struggles, and issues in life, what we do is double down and 
work harder to fix them. In reality, what we need to do is slow down. We need to slow down and spend time 
with Jesus in His word and in prayer. We need to realize He is at work in us and leading and guiding us through 
this life. We need to realize that He is reigning in this world and in our hearts. He is not simply leading us to 
just get by or barely make it, but He wants to bring abundant, resurrected life to bear on our suffering, 
struggles, and trials.  

Finally, this leads me to the last theme—Restoration. This theme runs in the background of Acts. It is 
best seen as hope. The resurrection and reigning lead us to hope that Jesus will return and restore all things.  

You hear it in v. 6. I am not going to get fully into v. 6 this morning, but I want to read it to show you 
what I mean: 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel? 

Although the disciples did not fully understand what they were asking, it never the less reveals the 
hope that they had because Jesus had risen from the dead and He was reigning. Now they were certain He 
would and could restore all things. However, they just did not know when He would do it. It was in this 
certainty that they had hope. 

It is this kind of hope that we see in Paul and Silas after they had been beaten and were put in shackles 
in the heart of the prison in Philippi. It was the power of the resurrected Christ and the reigning of Him in their 
hearts by the Holy Spirit that gave them hope because they knew, knew, knew that Jesus was in control and 
that no matter what happened to them, He was going to return and when He did He would restore all things.  

Do you know what happens when you do not have hope in Christ to restore all things? You get what 
we have going on in our culture right now. Everyone wants all injustices to be made right—right now.  

Now listen to me. I want injustices to be made right as soon as possible when they occur. However, 
many injustices are never made right very quickly, and many injustices are never made right at all. 

If our hope is that injustices must be made right in this life, we are in for a miserable life because they 
won’t. We cannot fix everything and create heaven on earth.  

Yet, here is our certain hope. Jesus will return, and He will restore all things. And, at that time, He will 
dry the tears of every eye and fully and finally heal every broken heart. 

In Acts, we will see injustices carried out against the apostles as they preached the gospel. They 
suffered greatly, but when we see how they responded, we can see that they were able to rest in the 
resurrected Messiah, their reigning King in whom they were certain would return and restore all things to their 
rightful order.  
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Brothers and sisters, let’s live our lives being certain that Jesus will return and restore all things. When 
we are certain He will restore all things, we can rest in Him. When we are certain He will restore all things, we 
can work hard for biblical justice in this life for ourselves and others. When we are certain that Jesus will 
restore and make all things right, even when there are injustices in this life, we can rest in Him knowing He will 
make all things right in the end. One day Jesus will make all the bad and sad things we have experienced in this 
life come untrue. Our risen and reigning King will restore all things. You can be certain of that.  
 Our goal in this study of Acts and Dr. Luke’s goal are the same. We want to become deep, dedicated 
lovers of God, and we want others to do the same.  

As I was working on my sermon for Acts this week, I noticed something. My office at home is in a four-
season porch and opens up onto our deck. Right outside the door is a long flower planter. I usually plant 
Impatiens there, but this year I planted some very small Petunias. I mean, they were tiny. I was afraid they 
would not grow because they were so small. 

So, I cleaned out my planter, put in new soil and fertilizer. I carefully planted the tiny flowers and 
began to water them. Actually, I just kind of forgot them growing, but every day or every other day, I would 
water them until this past week Stacy walked out, and she said, “Your flowers look great!”  

And I realized how much they had grown. They grew slowly, and I didn’t realize now my planter is 
overflowing with all colors of Petunias.  

I didn’t do anything special. I just did what I was supposed to do. I tilled the soil, added a little fertilizer, 
and watered them. Then underneath the soil, where I cannot see, God was giving growth. He was causing the 
roots to sink deep and eat the nutrients and drink the water. The next thing I know, there is a harvest of 
growth and color for all to enjoy. I hope and pray our time in Acts will send the roots of your love for God deep 
in the soil of your heart and that Grand Avenue will be known as a church filled with Theophiluses—lovers of 
God. 


