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 I never thought I would start a sermon out this way, but congratulations to our hometown Iowa State 

Cyclones for a fantastic season that was capped off by winning the Fiesta Bowl yesterday. A new year always 

holds out so much hope, and many of you have been hoping for a Cyclone team like this for many years. 

Congratulations! Your hopes have been realized. No longer does Iowa State wander around in the wilderness 

of college football; they have finally entered the Promised Land. 

Speaking of the Promised Land, we are beginning our new year with a new sermon series by taking a 

journey with Joshua and the Israelites from the wilderness into the Promised Land. I think we all agree that 

what we hope that 2021 is like crossing the Jordan River and going into the Promised Land. Let’s all pray that 

the pandemic and the battles of 2020 will end soon and that winning the Fiesta Bowl is just a start to a great 

year. 

 My objective this morning is to introduce to you the book of Joshua. We will look at the background of 

the book and cover the first two verses. With that, let me pray for us, and we will begin to look at the book of 

Joshua. 

I.  God Tells His Story (Joshua 1:1a) 

“After the death of Moses, the servant of the LORD, The LORD said to Joshua.” 

 The book of Joshua is God’s story. The LORD is telling His story of redemption. Since the Garden of 

Eden, God has been telling an unfolding story of the redemption of those whom He loves.  

When you trace that story from Genesis to Deuteronomy, you learn that God is the Architect of His 

people's redemption. He chose Israel to be His special people. Then in His grace, He promised them a place to 

live under His good, gracious rule and care.  

However, since Adam and Eve were removed from the Garden of Eden, God’s people had not had a 

place to live. All they had was a promise to inherit the land of Canaan. The book of Joshua is the story of the 

fulfillment of His promise that began in the Garden of Eden. 

Here is the timeline of where we are in history. The event of the Exodus took place around 1440 BC, 

and then the people traveled to Mt. Saini, where they received the Ten Commandments. Then the people 

traveled west of the Jordan River and almost went into the Promised Land. However, west of the Jordan River, 

they rebelled against the LORD by failing to trust God to lead them into the land. Then they wandered in the 

wilderness for 40 years until the generation who lacked faith died. Now, as we come to the events in the book 

of Joshua, it is about 1400 BC. 

As far as when the book was written, it is hard to say. We generally know when the events took place, 

but it seems the stories in Joshua were passed down by oral tradition for a period of years and then written 

down. Joshua wrote some of the events in the book, but it appears scribes wrote other parts for him later.  

Regardless of who the human author was, ultimately God, the Holy Spirit is the Author of the book of 

Joshua. It was the Holy Spirit who inspired the human authors to write down the events and words said in the 

book of Joshua. 
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The events in the book of Joshua follow immediately on the heels of the book of Deuteronomy. At the 

end of Deuteronomy, Moses led the people up to the east side of the Jordan River. Then Moses gave a very 

long sermon that we call the book of Deuteronomy. The sermon ended with the commissioning of Joshua as 

the new leader of Israel. Then Moses died, and Yahweh buried him. Then Joshua assumed leadership of Israel, 

and then he began to follow God’s plan to lead the people into the land. 

The book of Joshua is often overlooked. Many Christians are familiar with a few events in Joshua: (1) 

Joshua’s commissioning; (2) Achan’s sin; (3) the battle of Jericho; (4) the end of the book of Joshua where 

Joshua charges the people to obey God; and then he says the often-quoted line in Joshua 24:15, “But as for 

me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Then after these events, most Christians do not study the book.  

The fact is the Old Testament is challenging to study, but the book of Joshua is particularly difficult. The 

account of Israel’s holy war, devoting people and cities to destruction, and the general violence in the book 

causes interpretative problems for Christians. These interpretive difficulties provide ammunition for atheists 

and agnostics. They use these events to shoot down Christianity’s claim to a God of truth, love, and grace. 

 Outspoken atheists, Richard Dawkins, describes the book of Joshua this way: 

A text remarkable for the bloodthirsty massacres it records and the xenophobic 

relish with which it does so . . . the Bible story of Joshua’s destruction of Jericho, 

and the invasion of the Promised Land in general, is morally indistinguishable 

from Hitler’s invasion of Poland, or Saddam Hussein’s massacre of the Kurds and 

the Marsh Arabs. The Bible may be an arresting and poetic work of fiction, but it 

is not the sort of book you should give to your children to for their morals.1 

Without a doubt, the record of Israel’s holy wars is one of the more difficult topics to understand. As 

we work through Joshua, we will take time to put them in context and understand their purpose in the flow of 

redemptive history. 

Let’s consider the purpose of the book of Joshua. First, let me say the book has several purposes that it 

teaches God’s people. However, the main purpose of the book is to show the people of God that God keeps His 

promises. Specifically, God kept His promise that He made to Abraham that Israel will be God’s people in God’s 

place under God’s rule.  

 Other purposes of the book of Joshua are similar to Genesis. The book of Joshua explains to future 

generations why things are the way they are. One of the purposes of Joshua is to pass along faith in God to 

future generations. It passes that faith along to them by showing over and over how God kept His promise to 

His people through specific events in the life of the nation as they conquered the land. Joshua describes why 

there were certain heaps of stones in specific places and what they mean. Joshua explains why it is important 

to obey God’s commands. Joshua explains what life was like under the law in the Promised Land. Joshua 

explained why they celebrated Passover, covenant renewal, and circumcision. Joshua explained how to obey 

God—be strong and courageous as you enter God’s rest.  

Being strong and courageous is a functional way of saying, have faith in God, and then act on that faith 

and obey God. Do not hear the phrase be strong and courageous as pull yourself up by your bootstraps and 

trust in your own strength. This is counter to all that the Bible teaches.  

 
1 David G. Firth, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of Joshua, The Old Testament Series, ed. J.A. Motyer, 19, cited from: Richard 
Dawkins, The God Delusion, (London: Black Swan, 2006), 280.  
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God’s people are to trust in the God who keeps His promises and does for His people what they cannot 

do—save themselves. In other words, to be strong and courageous is to trust in the God who keeps His 

promises. The book of Joshua will tell us story after story of what it looks like to trust in the God who saves His 

people when they are in the heat of battle. I hope this book challenges you to be strong and courageous and 

rest in the promises of God. 

What are you facing in life right now where you need to simply stop trying to work your own strategies 

and rest in the True and Better Joshua, the Lord Jesus Christ? Perhaps you need to repent of trying to work 

your plan of salvation and learn to wait on the Lord who will lead you in the battle of faith, and He will fight 

the battle for you. 

This leads me to my second point. 

II. God Chooses A Leader (Joshua 1:1) 

 Now let’s look at the leader Yahweh chose to replace Moses. Look in Joshua 1:1: 

After the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua, the son 

of Nun, Moses’ assistant. 

As a leader, Joshua did not come out of nowhere. He didn’t run for office. He didn’t put together a 

cleverly run campaign and win an election.  

God chose Joshua to succeed Moses, and then God put him in position to serve under Moses his whole 

life. Numbers 11:28 tells us that Joshua learned what it meant to be a godly leader at the feet of Moses. 

And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth. 

 Joshua learned his lessons of leadership by being with Moses. So, when the right time came, Joshua 

was ready to assume leadership.  

Let’s consider the lessons he learned from Moses. The first lesson Joshua learned was that it is Yahweh 

who fights for Israel. Joshua is first mentioned in Exodus before Israel fought Amalek. This was the famous 

battle where Israel would win the battle as long as Moses held his arms up in the air, and if he lowered them, 

Israel would lose.  

Exodus 17:8-10 says: 

Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. 9 So Moses said to Joshua, 

“Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 

the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses 

told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the 

top of the hill. 

 Aaron and Hur had to hold up Moses’ arms, and as long as they did, Joshua and the Israelite army 

defeated Amalek. Moses called the place where they won the battle, “The LORD is my Banner.” Moses gave 

God the glory for the victory.  

However, notice that Moses didn’t say. He didn’t identify his strategy for lifting his arms as the key to 

victory. He didn’t point out how his assistants were the key to victory. He didn’t identify Joshua’s leadership 

skills as the reason for the victory.  

 Moses taught Joshua that it was the LORD who fought for Israel. As long as Moses and Israel followed 

God’s commands, the people benefited, and the nation had success. 
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 Next, Joshua learned that it is important to meet with God. In Exodus 24:13, Joshua accompanied 

Moses to the top of Mt. Sinai, where Moses entered the cloud and met with God for forty days and forty 

nights.  

Joshua witnessed Moses enter the cloud where he received the Ten Commandments, the instructions 

for the tabernacle, and the instructions for the proper worship of Yahweh. For forty days and nights, Joshua 

had to wait outside the cloud while Moses met with Yahweh.  

The fact is, you can never spend too much time with God. There is never a wasted moment of your life 

when you spend time in God’s word, praying, and being alone in God’s presence. I have never heard anyone 

say at the end of their life: I read the Bible too much, or I prayed too much, or I talked about Jesus too much. I 

have heard the exact opposite, but not that time spent with God was wasted time. 

The next lesson Joshua learned was how important it is for leaders to pray for the people they lead and 

shepherd. In Exodus 32, Joshua witnessed Moses intercede for God’s people after they had sinned. Not only 

did Moses intercede for Israel v. 32. Not only did Joshua witness Moses' intercession for the people, but he 

witnessed Moses’ willingness to give up his life for the people even after they had sinned a great sin.  

 Next, Joshua learned humility from Moses. In Numbers 11, Yahweh told Moses to gather seventy men 

whom they knew to be elders among the people. Then Yahweh told Moses that He was going to take some of 

the Spirit that He had given him and put it in those men in order to help him bear the burden of leading the 

people. 

 Moses did not object but willingly gave up some of his leadership for the good of the people. However, 

not only did these seventy elders receive some of God’s Spirit, but apparently, the Spirit of God spilled over 

onto two men, Eldad and Medad. These two men began to prophesy, and when Joshua heard them, he 

wanted Moses to stop them. However, Moses was not only happy to share the Spirit of the Lord with the 

seventy elders, but he told Joshua that he wished all of God’s people could prophesy. 

 The next lesson Joshua learned was to trust God at all costs. In Numbers 13-14, Joshua and Caleb were 

among the 12 spies who spied out the Promised Land. Only Joshua and Caleb gave a report that showed they 

trusted God no matter how strong the people in the land of Canaan were. Not only that, Joshua and Caleb 

trusted God even in the face of opposition from their people.  

 Just a little side note, Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, was a Kenizzite. The Kenizzites were a pagan tribe 

in Canaan. This means Caleb was not an Israelite by birth but by faith. At some point, Caleb left his pagan 

religion and family and, by faith, trusted Yahweh as God. His faith in God led him to being chosen to spy out 

the land with Joshua. 

 Both Joshua and Caleb showed remarkable trust in God when they spied out the land. After the twelve 

spies returned, ten of the spies said that Israel could not take the land, and they were right. They could not 

take the land because they were trusting in themselves.  

However, Joshua and Caleb trusted God and knew that it was the LORD who fought on their behalf. As 

a result of their faith in God, Joshua and Caleb were the only ones from that generation of Israelites to enter 

the Promised Land. 

 These are just some of the leadership lessons Joshua learned from Moses. Whether Moses knew it or 

not, he had started a leadership pipeline with Joshua. Joshua came alongside Moses and watched Moses. 

Then he helped Moses. Eventually, Joshua took some of the leadership, and Moses watched Joshua till finally, 

they arrive on the east side of the Jordan River. Now, it is time for Joshua to assume full leadership. The Lord, 

through Moses, prepared Joshua for his calling to lead God’s people.  



 5 

 Moses' method of training leaders is a good model for us. It works like this: (1) I do—you watch; (2) I 

do—you help; (3) you do—I help; (4) you do—I watch; until finally, you have a leader who simply does it all by 

him or herself.  

Brothers and sisters, pray for us as elders. We hope we can implement a leadership pipeline here at 

GABC over the next year or so. We had people in our church work on a team to develop the plan, and now we 

need to get it implemented. Pray for us as we strive to develop a leadership pipeline, so the work of the gospel 

is passed along to men and women who will faithfully lead and teach God’s people. 

 Finally, as we witness Joshua’s leadership in this book, we learn that he is much more than the new 

leader of Israel. We learn that Joshua is a type of Christ.  

Joshua and Jesus are the same names. The name Joshua means the LORD saves. Jesus is the Greek to 

English transliteration of the Hebrew name Joshua. Jesus was called Joshua in His day.  

 So, as we study Joshua, we see an Old Testament type of Christ who leads, shepherds and saves his 

people into their inheritance. Yet, Jesus leads us into the perfect rest of God. The rest Joshua provided was a 

rest that was only a shadow of the perfect rest, Jesus, through the laying down of His life on the cross to pay 

for the sin of His people. Hebrews 4:8-10 says: 

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day 

later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for 

whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from 

his. 

 Let’s us strive together as a church to enter the perfect rest of Jesus Christ, who is our Perfect Sabbath 

Rest. We strive together as we encourage one another to follow our Perfect Leader, the Lord Jesus Christ. We 

strive together as we encourage one another to faithfully meet together to worship Jesus. We strive together 

as we encourage one another to faithfully read, pray, meditate on, trust, and obey the word of God. 

 This leads us to a third truth that we will encounter over and over in the book of Joshua—God keeps 

His promises. 

III. God Keeps His Promises (Joshua 1:1-2) 

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son 

of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go 

over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to 

the people of Israel. 

 The promise of God’s people being in God’s place under God’s rule began all the way back in Genesis 

12:1-3 when Yahweh said to Abram (Abraham): 

Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 

will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 

bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed. 

 This promise is repeated and unpacked even more in Genesis 15, where God officially cuts a covenant 

with Abraham. Abraham took the animals and cut them in half, and laid them out on the ground. Then he fell 
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into a deep trance, and in a vision, he saw a smoking pot that represented God, pass between the animals. 

Then God said: 

To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 

river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the 

Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 

Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 

 Earlier in Genesis 15, the LORD told Abraham that he would not receive the land of Canaan at that time 

because the sins of the Amorites who lived in Canaan had not yet been fulfilled. What we know as we look 

back in the text was that while Abraham waited to receive the promise, God exercised patience with the 

Amorites. While the iniquities of the Amorites were filling up, Abraham’s descendants traveled down to Egypt, 

where they were being forced to become slaves of the Egyptians. Finally, after they had been enslaved by the 

Egyptians for four hundred years, God brought them out of Egypt with great wealth. 

 After God brought them out of Egypt, He led them to the west side of the Jordan and prepared them to 

enter the land. Israel’s taking the Promised Land by force was also judgment on the Amorites and the 

inhabitants of Canaan because God would no longer tolerate their sin. So judgment was coming through Israel 

receiving their inheritance. 

 When we read these words in Joshua 1:2: 

Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land 

that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 

 We are reading the fulfillment of a promise made to Abraham all the way back in Genesis 12 and the 

judgment that was promised on the Amorites in Genesis 15.  

 Brothers and sisters, God keeps His promises. We can trust His word. His timing is not always our 

timing. He may take you through seasons of suffering and affliction, but that does not mean the word of God 

has failed or will not come to pass. We must ask God to give us faith to trust Him and hold fast to His word 

even when we cannot see how things will work out.  

 Friends, God also promises He will judge sinners who refuse to repent of their sin and place their faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ. Just like God promised judgment on the Amorites, God promises judgment for those 

who reject Jesus.  

Friends, God keeps His promises. Let me encourage you to trust in Christ while you have time. Enjoy 

the promise of salvation in Christ and avoid the promise of judgment. 

IV. God’s is the Hero (Joshua 1:2) 

 As great a leader as Joshua was, he is not the book's hero that bears his name. God is the Hero and the 

central Actor in the book of Joshua. Listen to v. 2 again: 

Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land 

that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 

 God is the One who gave the land to Israel. The land of Canaan never was land that belonged to the 

Canaanites. It was God’s country, and it was His land to give to whomever He pleased.  

He gave the land to Israel not because they were more righteous, more powerful, more numerous, nor 

because they deserved it. He gave it to them because He chose them.  
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The fact that God elects, how He elects, and who He elects to show grace and mercy is a mystery to us. 

We do not know the mind of God on the matter of election. We will never know His mind on the doctrine of 

election except that God chooses to show grace out of His good pleasure. 

 It was God’s good pleasure that led Him to fight for His people. So, by the time we get to Joshua 24, 

Yahweh makes it very clear that the salvation of His people Israel was all according to His plan and His power.  

Turn to Joshua 24:11-13 and notice what God says: 

And you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and the leaders of Jericho 

fought against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the 

Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them into your 

hand. And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the 

two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. I gave you a 

land on which you had not labored and cities that you had not built, and you 

dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not 

plant.’ 

 Friends, God is the Hero of the book of Joshua. The book of Joshua is God’s story about God’s leader, 

leading God’s people to realize the fulfillment of God’s promise. 

 I think the questions we need to ask ourselves are: Is the True and Better Joshua, who we call Jesus 

Christ, the Hero of my life? Is the Hero of the Book of Joshua the Hero of my life? 

 If Jesus is not the Hero of your life, then something or someone else is. If you are like most people, you 

have been the hero of your own life and made yourself the center of your own story. You are your own chosen 

leader, and everything revolves around you, your word, and your promises. If this is you, then you need to 

know that you are on a collision course with the Ultimate Joshua.  

 Friend, Jesus can fight for you, or He will fight against you. Why don’t you turn from your sin of living 

life on your terms and turn to Jesus? Chose this day whom you will serve. 

 Brothers and sisters in Christ, I hope our journey with Joshua will cause us all to be strong and 

courageous for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 


