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 As you read through Joshua, were you like me when you got to Joshua 2? Did you think this story was 

out of place? Think about it. Joshua 1 is about preparing to cross the Jordan River, and Joshua 3 is about 

crossing the Jordan River. Yet, in-between Joshua 1 and Joshua 3, we have this story about Rahab the harlot 

and how she hid two spies.  

 The story of Rahab does not seem to flow with the whole Joshua narrative unless there is a bigger 

narrative within this story. Friends, there is a bigger narrative being told here.  

It is sometimes called the meta-narrative or the redemptive narrative, and it runs through all of 

Scripture. It is not a narrative that is running in the background. It is the primary story of the Bible. You see, 

Scripture is God’s story of the redemption of His people. It is Redemption’s Story that is being told in Joshua 2, 

and this is Rahab’s story of redemption. By the way, Rahab’s story of redemption by faith in God is your story 

of redemption by faith in Jesus.  

So, here is the good news about Rahab’s story. When God plans to save someone, He saves them. 

Nothing can stop it. 

As the Apostle Paul says in Romans 8:38-39: 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 So here is the bottom line as we examine Rahab’s story. It is the story of redemption. It is the main 

story of the Bible.  

The main point: Faith in Jesus really works. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  

I want to give you four hooks to hang your thoughts on as we move through Rahab’s story in Joshua 2: 

The act of faith, the confession of faith; the deliverance of faith; and the legacy of faith. 

I. The Act of Faith in God (Joshua 2:1-7) 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, 

“Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of 

a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 2 And it was told to the 

king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the 

land.” 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who 

have come to you, who entered your house, for they have come to search out all 

the land.” 4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she 

said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 And 

when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know 

where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she 

had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had 

laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men pursued after them on the way to the 
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Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had 

gone out. 

 The first thing we see is that Joshua did what Moses did, he sent out spies to scope out Jericho. 

However, immediately the story begins to get a little strange and a bit controversial for our ears.  

The first strange thing that these guys did was to go to the house of a prostitute named Rahab. This 

seems inappropriate since these men were supposed to live holy lives. Why would these men go to the house 

of a prostitute? 

Scholars think that there were a couple of reasons the men went to Rahab’s house. First, they probably 

thought they would not be noticed because lots of men would have been going into her house. After all, she 

was a prostitute. Next, perhaps they may spend the night at her house. It was probably not uncommon for 

men to stay the night. Rahab’s house probably provided a good place not to be noticed so they could spy out 

the city. 

However, instead of being covert like James Bond and Jason Bourne, these guys were more like 

Michael Scott and Dwight Shrute. These guys didn’t do a very good job of blending in with the locals. They 

must have gone in and blabbed about their mission. The king immediately not only knew the men were there, 

but he knew WHY they were there. So much for a covert operation. 

Then in vv. 4-7, we have another controversial part of our story. Rahab, instead of turning the men into 

the officers, lied to the officers in order to protect the spies. She told the officers that the men had been in her 

house, but she did not know where they were from and that they had already left. Then she deceived the king 

by telling them that if they hurried, they could catch the men.  

 What is going on with Rahab’s lie in v. 4? Well, whether she knew it or not, Rahab was taking her first 

steps of faith. By receiving the spies, protecting the spies, and finally, by deceiving the officers, she was 

actually beginning to trust God. 

 However, we struggle with what Rahab did. What she did makes some Christians uncomfortable 

because she lied. Some people object to Christianity and condemn Christianity because Rahab lied and 

deceived the king’s men. They say this is an inconsistency in the Bible. Why would God would allow her to lie 

and then save her? 

 It is true. Rahab told not one lie but two lies. On top of her lies, she was also a prostitute. As I prepared 

this message, I read many scholars who spilled lots of ink to defend Rahab and explain how she could do what 

she did, and yet God saved her and honored her. 

 I think the answer is simple. The fact is Rahab was coming from a pagan background. She was not 

brought up in Hebrew society or given Hebrew religious training. She did not know the Ten Commandments. 

She did not know the ninth commandment said you shall not bear false witness. Rahab came to God from a 

pagan background where lying was very natural, as it is for every sinner.  

 What Rahab did not know was that even in her sin of lying, God was drawing her to Himself. God was 

at work in her life, and, like any sinner, she was on a journey of faith.  

Brothers and sisters, we do not stop sinning when we come to Jesus. We will still struggle with our old 

sinful ways. The fact is even after we embrace Jesus by faith, we will still struggle with indwelling sin.  

 However, I want to be very clear. Just because Rahab lied does not mean it is okay for us to lie. In 

Joshua 2, we are looking at a snapshot of Rahab’s life as she comes to faith in God, and like all sinners, she is 

coming to God imperfectly. 
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Here is what we did not see, but we can trust happened after she came into the covenant life of Israel. 

She would have been discipled. She would have learned that lying is a sin and breaks the ninth 

commandment. She would eventually learn the Ten Commandments. She would have learned to repent. She 

would have learned about the worship of God in the Tabernacle. She would have learned that the sacrifices 

were for her sin. 

What does this mean for us? It means that when people come to faith in Christ, most do it imperfectly. 

They come out of their old lives of sin. Most continue to struggle to let go of their old sinful ways. They want 

to let it go, but they seem to fail more often than succeed. Even after a person is born again, we who are 

mature must be patient with the weak and slow to grow in holiness. New Christians and weak Christians need 

to be discipled by older, more mature Christians. They need to teach them how to live by faith. They need to 

teach them how to pray, how to read God’s word, what their identity in Christ is so they can live a life of 

repentance. They will need to learn how to preach the gospel to themselves. They will need to learn how to 

live in the covenant life of a local church. 

 Here is one more truth as we consider Rahab’s journey in faith. No one would have ever thought God 

would save a lying, deceiving, pagan prostitute. Most of the time, when Christians see people involved in really 

wicked sin, they think they are too far gone to be saved. We should never believe someone is too far gone to 

be saved. When God chooses to save a sinner, He saves them just as they are. Then He takes them on a 

journey of faith that results in them living faithfully for Christ in one city their whole life or may take them to 

the other side of the world where they share the gospel with the nations.  

I mean, after all, who would have thought God would have saved you? Think about it, before you were 

a Christian, you were a child of wrath, a child of Satan himself, following the ways of the world, and not only 

were you a slave to sin, but you were in love with sin. You were without hope and without the gospel, but 

then God broke into your world and caused you to be born again. Prior to your salvation, the only thing you 

had earned is Hell. 

So, don’t think you are better than Rahab and somehow deserve to be saved because you don’t. If you 

think that, then you may still be stuck in your sin, and your self-righteousness has you blinded you.  

Friends, we all need to be on Rahab’s journey where a simple act of faith leads to a bold confession of 

faith. Look in vv. 8-13.  

II. The Confession of Faith in God (Joshua 2:8-13) 

I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen 

upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we 

have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you 

came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 

beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11 And as 

soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man 

because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the 

earth beneath. 12 Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt 

kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a 

sure sign 13 that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and 

sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 

 The first thing I want you to notice in vv. 8-10 is how Rahab had heard the stories of God’s greatness, 

and it created in her a sense of awe. What Rahab heard was much like what the Israelite parents did to teach 
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their children. The parents were to recount glorious saving acts of Yahweh to them in order to create a sense 

of awe of God that leads to faith in God.  

 Think about it this way. Back in that day, people did not have Bibles just to pick up and read anytime 

they wanted. They had to memorize the amazing stories of Yahweh’s mighty acts and tell these stories of His 

greatness to their family and friends. They would tell these stories of faith in the normal course of family life 

when they gathered for religious festivals and on Sabbath days each week. The telling and retelling the great 

saving acts of Yahweh was to create a sense of awe in the hearts of the children and all of the people of Israel.  

However, Rahab had heard all of the stories. All she had heard was how God saved Israel through the 

mighty acts of the Exodus, how He dried up the Red Sea so the people passed over on dry ground and how 

God defeated the Amorite kings: Sihon and Og. Rahab did not have the family religious worship, the 

tabernacle, the sacrifices, the Law, or Moses’ instructions. 

 She had only heard stories of Yahweh’s mighty saving acts. These second-hand stories were enough to 

create a sense of awe in Rahab. Yet, not only was Rahab in awe, but all of the people of Canaan were amazed 

at that God. 

 In addition to awe, these stories created fear. Notice what v. 11a says, “And as soon as we heard it, our 

hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you.” 

 The Hebrew word melted meant to become physically weak and despair. In other words, the fear of 

the greatness of God had gripped Rahab and the people of Canaan in a way that caused physical problems. 

The people of Canaan knew Yahweh was bringing judgment on them through Israel. 

 However, look in vv. 11b-13, because here is where Rahab was not like the people of Jericho and the 

land of Canaan. Yes, she had a sense of awe of Yahweh’s great saving acts. Yes, she trembled at the coming 

judgment. However, she also trusted in Yahweh. In the last part of v. 11, we see where Rahab left her false 

religion, her pagan raising, and walked away from the false gods of the people in Jericho. Rahab placed her 

faith in Yahweh as God.  

Look to what she said in the last part of v. 11:  

For the LORD [Yahweh] your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the 

earth beneath. 

Apparently, she had heard God’s covenant name because she used it three times in vv. 8-13. Rahab 

wanted to be part of the covenant.  

 The final part of her confession of faith is in vv. 12-13. Look at what she did. She asked the spies to 

make a covenant with her so that they would save her and her family from the coming destruction.  

The covenant she asked them to make with her was an oath. It was common in that day to use this 

kind of oath. The phrase “sure sign” means “confident sign.” It meant a person could trust in your word.  

A generation or two back people used to shake on deals because the hand-shake meant that their 

word was their bond. In other words, you could bank on it. Rahab’s faith looked through the oath to Yahweh. 

She was confident that Yahweh was able to save her and her family. 

 Now let’s apply Rahab’s act of faith and her confession of faith. The book of James will help us to make 

the application.  

 In James 2:14-26, James calls the church to faith that produces works. He begins his argument by 

saying faith without works is dead. He means faith that is not accompanied by works is not genuine faith. In 

other words, faith that does not produce love of Jesus and obedience to the gospel is not real faith. It is simply 

empty talk.  
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Then in James 2:25, James uses Rahab’s protection of the spies as an example of how real faith is 

evidenced good works. James 2:25 says,  

And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified1 by works when 

she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 

 You need to ask yourself: Is my faith more than talk? Is it a true faith that produces the works of a 

genuine Christian?  

Here is the deal. Many people in the cultural Christianity of America know all the right words to say, 

but there is no evidence of the love of God in their lives. There is no proof of Christ in their lives. They do not 

love the church. They do not love God’s word. 

James says faith that does not produce the works of faith is a dead faith. In other words, it is not real 

faith. It is simply lip-service. It is head knowledge without any heart knowledge that results in life change.  

 Friends, do not hear what I am not saying. Friends, you are not saved by your good works. So, 

beware! Do not get this backward.  

The Bible does not teach that you can do good works and hope it will produce faith so that God will 

save you. That is backward. Friends, we are only saved by our faith in Jesus, and saving faith is a working faith.  

As the Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:8-10: 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we 

are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 Now, what are some of the evidences of genuine faith in Christ? First, if you have trusted Christ as your 

Lord and Savior, you need to follow Christ in baptism. Baptism does not save but saving faith will produce in us 

a desire to follow Christ in baptism.  

Next, saving faith produces in us the desire to covenant with a local church and serve God with that 

local body. God does not save us to be lone-ranger Christians who bounce from one church to another. We 

need to covenant with a local church and be faithful to that church.  

Covenant membership in a local church is a means of going public with your faith in Christ. Covenant 

membership at Grand is not just showing up for a number of Sundays, and you magically become a member.  

Covenant membership at Grand is a formal process where you go through a membership class to learn 

about what it means to be a member at Grand, complete a membership application, write out how you came 

to faith in Christ, meet with the elders and explain the gospel, and then you are presented to the church for 

membership.  

Our covenant membership process does not save you, but it is a means of going public with your 

salvation. Honestly, covenant membership done right is an effective means of acting and confessing your faith 

in Christ. 

Other good works that will be evident in your life as a result of your faith is a love of God’s word. There 

should be a love to serve God’s people and to worship with God’s people. You should love to share the gospel 

and see the lost saved. These are just some of the evidences of genuine faith in Christ.  

 
1 Justified does not mean justified in the Pauline sense of justification. James uses the word in the sense that it means to prove or to 
give evidence of saving faith.  
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III. The Deliverance of Faith in God (Joshua 2:14-21) 

  Now let’s consider vv. 14-21 and Rahab’s deliverance because of her faith in Yahweh. 

And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this 

business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we will deal kindly and 

faithfully with you.” 15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for 

her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall . . .  18 Behold, 

when we come into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through 

which you let us down, and you shall gather into your house your father and 

mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household . . .  21 And she said, 

“According to your words, so be it.” Then she sent them away, and they 

departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 

 A genuine confession of faith results in deliverance from the destruction to come. Now we have the 

advantage of knowing how Rahab’s story ends. She believed destruction was coming in the future.  

 The point of these eight verses is that Rahab’s faith looked forward to a future deliverance from future 

destruction.  

 However, I want to consider some of the details of these verses. First, Rahab’s faith looked forward to 

a physical deliverance or physical salvation. Rahab had a typical Old Testament faith that understood 

deliverance as being a physical experience. In other words, she and her family did not want to die in the siege 

of Jericho. 

 However, what Rahab got from her faith in Yahweh was much more than what she expected. She and 

her family not only received physical deliverance, but they were grafted into the people of God and received 

eternal life. 

 Faith in Jesus always results in more for us than we can imagine, dream or think. Our faith in Jesus 

looks forward to deliverance from the wrath to come and to eternal life with God in a new heaven and a new 

earth. We have no idea how amazing this is going to be. When our faith in Christ eventually becomes sight, we 

will be amazed at what God has given us through our faith in Jesus. It will be so much more than we could ever 

anticipate.  

 Second, we can trust God’s promise to us. Here is what I mean. As I said earlier, the oath in that day 

simply meant: “My word is good. You can trust my word.” Yet, Rahab and her family had to obey the word, 

and if they didn’t, they would be destroyed. 

By the way, the scarlet cord that Rahab put in her window does not represent the blood of Christ. We 

do not need to read too much into the color of this cord. The hanging of the scarlet rope was simply her 

obedience of faith to the word given her. 

 In a similar way, by faith, we look through God’s word to the God who saves by the very Word of God 

Who became flesh. He came and received our destruction on the cross and rose from the dead. We look 

through the covenant of God’s word to the One who saves. His word is good. We can be confident in God’s 

holy word.  

I think the question is: Are you trusting the Living Word of God today as your Lord and Savior? If you 

are not trusting Christ, then you are still under the wrath of God that is to come. Flee to Jesus this very day, for 

you do not know the day or time when He will return. 
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 Finally, Jesus is our Refuge and Fortress. Here is what I mean. Have you ever considered that Rahab’s 

house was built into the wall of Jericho? We know from Joshua 6 that the city was going to be destroyed by the 

walls falling down, but at that time, she placed her faith in God; neither she nor the spies knew this was going 

to happen.  

 Imagine how she must have felt when the walls came tumbling down. She may have thought for a 

moment that all is lost. She may have thought Yahweh is not going to save us, for the destruction is too bad. 

Then the part of the wall where she lived stood. Nothing happened to her and her family. They were saved.  

 Brothers and sisters, it did not get much worse for Rahab than her situation. Yet, she was saved by her 

faith in God.  

Brothers and sisters, we can take hope that by our faith in Christ, when the final destruction of this 

world comes, no matter how horrible it may be, it will not come to us. As Psalm 91 says:  
5 You will not fear the terror of the night, 

nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

ten thousand at your right hand, 

but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only look with your eyes 

and see the recompense of the wicked. 

 If you have trusted Christ, then He is your Fortress. He is your Refuge. He can save you from the 

destruction to come because on the cross took your destruction. And because Jesus has been raised from the 

dead, He is able to guard us and protect us from the wrath of God to come. We are under His tender care.  

 However, friends, if you have never trusted Christ, you need to know that their future destruction is 

coming. It will be something much worse than the walls of Jericho falling down. However, if you, like Rahab, 

flee to Jesus by repenting of your sin and placing your faith in Christ, you will be saved from the wrath to 

come. 

IV. The Legacy of Faith in God (Joshua 2:22-24) 

 When the spies return and reported everything to Joshua, the promise that God was going to deliver 

the land into their hands was reconfirmed to him. Let’s pick up in v. 23. 

23 Then the two men returned. They came down from the hills and passed over 

and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and they told him all that had happened to 

them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord has given all the land into our 

hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the land melt away because of us.” 

 The spies believed God was making good on His promise that He made to Abraham to give them the 

land. Rahab, although she had probably never heard of Abraham, believed God was giving them the land.  

Here is my point: Rahab, by her faith in Yahweh, was grafted into the promise that was made to 

Abraham. She and her family received the promise made to Abraham. Rahab and her family were folded into a 

legacy of faith, and her faith in God affected generations that followed after her. 
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As the promise of God was unfolded in her life, she nor anyone at that time had any idea that a former 

pagan prostitute would become the great, great grandmother of King David. What is even more amazing is 

that Rahab is part of Jesus’ genealogy.  

Rahab’s faith in Yahweh not only saved her and her immediate family, but she is a part of the legacy of 

faith of ALL who profess faith in Jesus. We might say that God did abundantly above all that she could ask or 

think through her simple gift of faith.  

By her simple faith, the Holy Spirit places her in the Hall of Faith. Hebrews 11:31 says, “By faith Rahab 

the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the 

spies.” 

Conclusion 

 Friends, faith in Jesus leaves a legacy. We become part of that legacy of faith when we place our faith 

in Jesus. By our faith in Jesus, we are spiritually grafted into the family of God. We are adopted into God’s 

family. Our faith in Jesus becomes a legacy for the future generation.  

Yesterday I attended Mrs. Lois Jensen’s funeral. Mrs. Lois loved Jesus, and her faith has left a legacy of 

faith for her family and all who knew her.  

This is what faith does because faith really works. Faith acts. Faith confesses. Faith in Christ delivers us, 

and faith leaves a legacy of faith. 


