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The Witness of the Light of the World 
John 1:6-9 

Intro:  

 People often talk about the true meaning of Christmas in sentimental terms. I understand the special traditions and thinking of 

others that often goes with Christmas. Christmas can be a hard season as well. I am happy that Christmas often brings out the 

best in people but Christmas is not about the best of people. 

The meaning of Christmas is God making provision for the worst in mankind. The true meaning of Christmas is wrapped up 

in the term incarnation. It is the incarnation of God.  It means that God put on human flesh and came to earth.  He came not in 

just any fashion but He came in the same manner that we enter this world. He was born as a baby.  He was not the result of a 

sexual union between a man and a woman nor of God having sexual relations with Mary. Christ was conceived supernaturally 

by the Holy Spirit. How this happened is a mystery and requires faith and not just any faith but a faith that is supernaturally 

given by the Holy Spirit.  It is my prayer that you possess this faith this morning or that during the course of this message it is 

given to you.   

The incarnation is the heart of Christmas. We do not use the word incarnation in much of our normal speech. It is a 

theological term to describe what it means that God put on human flesh. 

Illst: You might be somewhat familiar with the term incarnation because you use a form of it. Living many years in 

Texas I came to love Mexican food. One of my favorite meals is Carne Asada. Carne=meat/flesh, Asada=roasted or grilled. The 

next time you eat at Los Altos look for the Carne Asada on the menu. But the word Carne is found in the word in-carna-tion. 

Incarnation means “in meat” or “in flesh.” God put on meat or He put on flesh and came to earth in order to save His people. 

The prologue of John is explaining and preparing us for what the implications of God coming in flesh are and will be.  God 

coming to the earth in human flesh is the heart of Christmas. What we have looked at in the prologue is that Jesus is the Word 

of God and actually God Himself who created the whole universe. He is the rightful King and its Creator. Then last Sunday we 

looked at how Christ is the Life and Light of the world.  

In vv. 6-13 we are going to see how people responded to the incarnation of God in human flesh. This morning we are only 

going to work through vv. 6-9 

I want to answer two questions this morning: 

1.  What is a witness? (vv. 6-7) 

2. What is the nature of our witness? (vv. 7-9) 

I. What is a witness (vv. 6-7) 

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him.” 

Verse 6 is talking about John the Baptist.  He was the witness for Christ. Scriptures calls him the forerunner of Christ. God 

sent him to prepare people for the coming of Christ.  The Bible calls him the voice of one calling or preaching in the wilderness that 

the True Light that was coming into the world. 

Listen to vv. 6-7 again, “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him.”  Verse 6 calls him a witness. 

John the Baptist is part of the Christmas story.  What do we know about John the Baptist?  Luke 1:5-24 tells us that his 

birth was supernatural too but not like Christ’s.  He was born to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age (well past the years a man 
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and woman should be having a baby).  Zechariah and Elizabeth had been praying asking God for a child and while he was the high 

priest that year the Angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah when he went in to the Holy of Holies.  

Gabriel told Zechariah that he would have a son; his name was to be John and that from birth he would be filled with the 

Holy Spirit. Luke 1:16-17 read, “
16 

And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 
17 

and he will go before him in 

the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 

ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

But Zechariah lacked faith and questioned the authenticity of Gabriel’s prophecy.  Because he doubted, Zechariah was 

unable to speak until John had been born. After his birth, the people ask Zechariah what the child’s name was and he wrote John 

and at that moment his tongue was freed and he praised God.  

About 6 months after Elizabeth had conceived, Mary, the mother of Jesus, visited Elizabeth.   Mary had just conceived and 

the angel told Mary that Elizabeth was pregnant. Mary visited Elizabeth, because they were cousins, and when Elizabeth met Mary 

the child leaped in her womb. Even in the womb John was already bearing witness to the joy of the coming of Christ. 

Luke records the beginning of John’s ministry in chapter 3 verses 1-3, “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 

Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea . . . the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3 

And he went into all 

the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 

Jesus said of John’s ministry in John 3:32-35, “
32 

There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the 

testimony that he bears about me is true. 
33 

You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 
34 

Not that the testimony that I 

receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 
35 

He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to 

rejoice for a while in his light.” 

John the Baptist called all men, from the least to the greatest to repent. Eventually Herod had John beheaded for 

proclaiming the truth.  Although John was killed for calling out Herod’s infidelity this was not his greatest witness.  John’s witness is 

found in the simplicity of this sentence: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is the One I told you 

about.” 

 Let’s go back to the Prologue of John’s gospel because the Prologue of John’s gospel is not only introducing us to 

John the Baptist’s witness it also preparing us to hear from a large number of witnesses that God had come in human flesh.  

Why is this important?  It is important because witnesses establish truth. They are critical in establishing any claim to fact. 

As a civilized society, we accept the testimony of credible witnesses and this is especially true when a number of them agree on the 

facts. 

There are at least 9 credible witnesses or groups of witnesses to the truth of who Jesus is in John’s gospel. 

1. First we see John the Baptist was a witness in John 1:7-8. We also hear John’s disciples say in John 3:26, “Rabbi, he who 

was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 

2. Jesus is a witness of Himself.  In John 3:11 he say, “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to 

what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.” 

3. The people who personally encountered Jesus. An example of this group is the Samaritan woman was a witness of Jesus: 

I met a man who told me all I had done, could he be the Christ?  

4. Jesus said His works bear witness about who He is. John 10:25, “The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness 

about me.” 
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5. God the Father was a witness. John 8:18, “I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me 

bears witness about me.” 

6. The Scripture itself is a witness to Jesus. Everything in the Old Testament pointed to Christ. John 5:39, “You search the 

Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me.”  

7. Jesus’ disciples bore witness to Christ. John 15:27, “And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from 

the beginning.” 

8. There is also the witness of the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised He would send the Holy Spirit after He returned to Heaven. 

John 15:26, “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 

Father, he will bear witness about me.” 

9. Finally the author of the Gospel.  John opens and closes his book with the purpose of bearing witness to who Jesus is.  In 

John 1:7, “He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.” Then John closes his 

gospel in chapter 20:30-31 by saying, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 

in this book; 
31 

but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.” Then in John 21:24 he says, “This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and 

who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true.” 

10. Application: Yet . . . there is one more witness to the person and work of Christ that God intends today.  It is the 

faithful witness of His people. Christmas is a wonderful time to be a witness for our Savior. The whole season is ripe with 

opportunities to be a witness for Christ. 

As we are sent out with the fresh reminder of who Christ is from the witness of Scripture may it send us out into 

our homes, places of work and our city as witnesses to Christ this Christmas season? What better Christmas gift can we 

give to our Savior than being a witness for Him? What better gift can we give another person than the witness of the 

person and work of Christ from the word of God and that, which is evident in our lives? Are you a witness to the True Light 

of Christ in your life? 

II. What is the nature of a witness for Christ? 
 John was not just any kind of witness he was a witness to the truth of the person of Christ. Verses 6-10 define the nature of 

our witness: the content of our witness, the character of our witness and the aim of our witness  

 First is the content of our witness: John 1:7, 9  

o Verse 7 says “He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light.”  

THEN v. 9 says it was not just any light but, “
9 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” 

o A Christian witness first and foremost has truth of who Christ is as its content.  

o What is the truth of the content of our witness?   

 First let me say that we often confuse the content of the gospel with our testimony.  Your testimony is how you 

came to faith in Christ.  As important as your story is your story will not save anyone.  People need to hear your 

journey in faith but more than your story they need to hear Jesus’ story—the gospel. So if you like to tell your story just 

remember that you have not shared the gospel with anyone until you share Christ’s story.  Learn how to share the 

gospel as part of your story.  

 Secondly you don’t have to know systematic theology to be a witness for Christ.  You don’t have to have a 

seminary degree to be a witness for Christ.  We need to know the facts of the content but that is not enough. Those 
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facts must grip our hearts and change us and rivet our hearts so that our witness is a natural overflow of who we are 

but it does not have to be some kind of polished presentation or theological paper. It is possible to share the gospel in 

a minute of less.  

 Let Christmas season help you be a witness. The calendar is already giving us an opportunity to be a witness. The 

Christmas story is always part of our witness.  He was born of the virgin Mary, lived a perfect life on behalf of His 

people, performed many miracles to display the glory of God and verified that He was God in the flesh and then He 

died on the cross in place of sinners, receiving in His body the wrath of God for the sins of His people, was buried and 

then three days later rose from the dead victorious over death and Hell. Finally He will return to take His people back 

to Heaven with Him. Look to Him in faith. Turn from your sin to Jesus. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. He is the One I told you about. This is the witness of the True Light of Christ.  

 I am not saying you will never encounter a difficult person who wants to debate and you will need some 

apologetics or know how to answer some questions because of a person’s background in another religion. This 

could happen and it could certainly happen here in Ames but there is no need to panic.  Rest in the power of God’s 

word to convert the sinner. This is why we need to share the gospel and not just our testimony because the gospel is 

the power of God to convert sinners. 

 The great Baptist preacher and pastor Charles Spurgeon was converted by one simple verse: “Look to him and be 

saved.” 

 Next is the character of our witness: John 1:8 

o “He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.”  

o The character of our lives must match the truth of the content. Do our lives bear witness about the Light? The character of 

our lives is to display the glory of God, the light of Christ not our own lights but His light, His glory.  

o People will not listen to us if our lives do not match our message. I am not saying you have to be perfect to witness but you 

do need to be humble. What I mean is that although as Christians we are still sinners and we still sin sometimes when we 

blow it as a believer we will need to be humble and ask for forgiveness.  Even when we blow it we can be a witness. 

o What we desire is that our lives reflect the change that the gospel has brought.  People ought to recognize the desire of our 

hearts is to serve Christ and that although we are not perfect we desire to be and when we blow it we are humble enough 

to confess it and change.  

 Finally the aim of our witness: John 1:7  

o “. . . that all might believe through him.” The aim of the content and character of our witness is so that people will believe 

in Jesus.  

o This is the aim of John’s gospel.  John wrote in John 20:31, “these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

o The aim of John’s gospel and his witness is our aim.  Are you wondering what the purpose of your life is—it is to be a 

witness for Christ so that other might believe and have life in His name.  

o If you have a mission statement for your life and this is not in it then you need to rewrite your mission statement because it 

is off.  To be a witness if the purpose of every Christian’s life.  

Conclusion 
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Illst: I want to close with the story of the woman at the well.  This story is a beautiful example of how someone encountered Jesus 

and then became a witness.  

 Brother and sister in Christ let this Christmas season be a time to recommit ourselves to the witness that God has called us 

to be in this dark world. 

 Friend if you are here this morning and you have yet to trust Christ then may you receive Christ this Christmas as the greatest 

Treasure of all.  

 

 

 


