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Focus  
 
The Apostle Paul’s ministry was truly a 
gospel ministry. As he writes to the 
Thessalonians he provides a model for 
the church today as he identifies: (1) the 
effects of gospel ministry (vv.1-3); (2) 
the approach to gospel ministry (vv.4-
6); (3) the unexpected results of gospel 
ministry (vv.7-8); and (4) a familiar 
story in gospel ministry (vv.9-10). 

 
 
 
 
Read 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
 

Questions for Review 
(The purpose of these opening questions is to review the passage that was recently 
preached on in order to make sure that everyone understands the basic structure, 
events, people, and point of the passage.) 
 

1. Work through some basic review questions for this passage – for example: 
• What’s the context? (Where are we in 1 Thessalonians; the New 

Testament; and the Bible as a whole?) 
• Who are the people and/or situations that this passage is addressing? 
• What clues are there about the author and his circumstances? 
• Is there a conflict or high point in this passage? (What is the structure of 

this passage that builds to that point?) 
• What was the main point or theme of this passage that was identified in 

Sunday’s sermon? 
• What surprises are there in this passage? 

 
 

2. What questions do you still have about this passage that you’d like to 
discuss? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1%3A1-10&version=ESV&interface=print
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Questions for Reflection and Application 
(The purpose of these reflection questions is to help each other not just understand 
what the passage is saying, but to think more deeply about what it means so that we 
can then accurately apply it to our lives today.) 
 
 

1. One feature in these verses is Paul’s emphasis on prayer. Notably, Paul here 
is praying when things are going well. Do you have a habit of doing that or do 
you only tend to pray when things are going bad? 

 
 

2. Sunday’s sermon mentioned two ways we might interpret ‘labor of love’. (We 
labor at something we love such that it takes work and/or we labor at love.) 
How are both applicable to gospel ministry? 

 
 

3. How is the nature of Christian hope different from how people generally use 
the word hope? What does it mean for someone to have ‘steadfastness of 
hope’? Does this describe you? 

 
 

4. Sunday’s sermon mentioned some different examples of how we might 
engage in works of faith in the church. What specifically makes something a 
work of faith?  

 
 

5. What do we need to learn from Paul’s approach to gospel ministry? For 
example, think about his prayers, his reliance on the Lord, about how the 
word came in power, and about how he modeled his life for others to see and 
imitate.  

 
 

6. Verses 7-8 identify some unexpected results of gospel ministry. How does the 
fact that we don’t always know all that God will do and is doing through our 
ministry and obedience serve as an encouragement to you in your ministry? 

 
 

7. According to this passage, who should get the credit for the transformative 
work in the lives of the Thessalonians? Why does that matter? 
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8. What kind of action is described by the word “turn”? What now does their 
relationship to idols and their relationship to God look like? Why is this a 
‘familiar story’ of gospel ministry? 

 
 

9. Share an idol that you struggle turning your back on. Pray for one another. 
 
 

10. What most impresses you about the gospel ministry described in this 
passage? 

 
 

11. Sunday’s sermon challenged us to think about the true biblical nature of the 
church and gospel ministry. Where do you need to continue to grow in your 
thinking on these matters? 

 
 
 
Ongoing questions to ask of any passage: 

1. Has studying this passage in any way challenged your understanding about 
who God is and what He’s like? If so, how so? 

 
2. In light of studying this passage, is there any behavior or attitude that you 

need to personally address in your life? If so, how specifically will you 
address it? 

 
3. How does this passage help you to love, trust, and worship Jesus more fully? 


