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Focus  
 
Mark’s Gospel has been building 
towards this one central event: the 
substitutionary, wrath-bearing, curse-
taking death of Jesus on the cross. In 
particular, Mark focuses in on Jesus’ 
cry of forsakenness, for it’s in that cry 
that the primary meaning of Jesus’ 
death and the gospel is found. 

 
 
Read 
Mark 15:33-41 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 15 which can 
be found on our website 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 

Some Questions for Study and Reflection  
(The purpose of these opening questions is to review the passage that was recently 
preached on in order to make sure that everyone understands the basic structure, 
events, people, and point of the passage.) 
 

1. Work through some basic review questions for this passage: 
• What’s the context? (Where are we in Mark’s Gospel? What’s recently 

taken place?) 
• Who are the main characters in this section? (How does Mark describe 

them? How do they describe themselves? What else do we know about 
them?) 

• Is time or place significant in the events that happen in the passage? 
• Is there a conflict or high point in this passage? (How has Mark 

structured this passage in order to build to that point?) 
• What was the main point or theme of this passage that was identified in 

Sunday’s sermon? 
 
 

2. What questions do you still have about this passage that you’d like to 
discuss? 

 
 
 
 

Closing Reflection and Application 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A33-41&version=ESV&interface=print
https://youtu.be/eFXEPX0LOkk
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(The purpose of these reflection questions is to help each other not just understand 
what the passage is saying, but to think more deeply about what it means so that we 
can then accurately apply it to our lives today.) 
 

1. What’s the purpose of mentioning the various women who were present at 
Jesus’ death (vv.40-41)? 

 
 

2. If you read some of the other Gospel records of Jesus’ death, you learn that 
Jesus said several things while on the cross. Why do you think Mark only 
records this one saying for us? What point is Mark trying to make? 

 
 

3. Sunday’s sermon emphasized three key details that reveal the meaning of 
Jesus’ death: the darkness, the cry of forsakenness, and the torn curtain. 
Discuss how each one of those helps us to better understand what Jesus’ 
death is all about. 

 
 

4. Why is it so important to the gospel to correctly understand the meaning of 
Jesus’ cry of forsakenness? What would be some of the implications of the 
wrong interpretations that were mentioned on Sunday? 

 
 

5. Are there any additional questions you have about the meaning of Jesus’ 
death? 

 
 

6. How might reflecting on this passage and on Jesus’ cry help you in your battle 
with sin? 

 
 

7. Below are two additional New Testament passages that draw direct 
application from the death of Jesus. Read them and talk through the 
application to your own life. 

• Hebrews 10:19-25 
• Romans 8:31-39 

 
 

8. What’s your response to the death of Jesus?  
 
 

9. How does this passage help you to love, trust, and worship Jesus more fully? 


