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Focus  
 
After concluding His ministry in the 
temple, Jesus prophesies its 
destruction, using that cataclysmic 
event to help His disciples – and indeed 
believers in every age – to think about 
and to get ready for the greater 
cataclysm of the end of the world when 
Jesus will return as the true temple of 
God – the one in whom we will 
commune with God for eternity. 

 
 
 
Read 
Mark 13:1-37 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 13 which can 
be found on our website 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection  

1. How is this chapter a continuation of and indeed the culmination of that 
which Jesus has been saying and doing since the beginning of chapter 11? 

 
 

2. How does this chapter set the stage for what’s coming in chapters 14-16? 
 
 

3. What temple is being spoken of in verse 1 and what made it so magnificent to 
the human eye? 

 
 

4. Why might the disciples in particular have been awed by the temple? 
 
 

5. What questions do the four disciples ask of Jesus in verse 4? Does anything 
surprise you about what they ask or don’t ask? 

 
 

6. In what way is Jesus’ response to them a corrective that they shouldn't 
conflate the destruction of the temple with God’s judgment at the end of the 
world? 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13&version=ESV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13&version=ESV&interface=print
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/prophet-of-doom-mark-13-1-37/
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7. Sunday’s sermon suggested that Mark 13 be read with a pair of ‘bifocal 
lenses.’ What was meant by that and what are the indicators within the 
passage that such a double focus is necessary? (Can you provide an outline of 
the passage with that double focus in mind?) 

 
 

8. How does Mark 13 resemble other prophecy in the Bible, particularly that 
related to the end times? (Can you think of any examples of Old Testament 
prophecies that had both near and far fulfillments?) 

 
 
Closing Reflection and Application 

9. Do you remember hearing any predictions of the end of the world? What did 
you think at the time? 

 
 

10. What do you think the teaching in a chapter like this reveals about Jesus?  
 
 

11. What strikes you about the contrast between verse 2 and verse 31?  
 
 

12. How do we know Jesus’ words will endure forever? 
 
 

13. Even though this chapter is about events in the future (some already fulfilled, 
some still to be fulfilled), in what way is it also trying to take our attention off 
of speculating about the future so that we can live faithfully in the present? 
For example, observe the many imperatives that Jesus uses here. What do 
you learn about how disciples of Jesus should live in the present? 

 
 

14. As you observe those imperatives, what changes do you need to make to your 
life so that it will be marked more clearly by present faithful obedience to 
Jesus? 

 
 

15. How can speculating about the timing of the end prove to be a distraction for 
Christians in the present? 

 
 

16. As we move forward studying this chapter, what are some of the big 
questions with which you hope to wrestle and think about more deeply? 


