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Focus  
 
Having defeated all His opponents, it’s 
Jesus now who presses the matter by 
focusing particularly on what the 
inspired Scriptures really say about the 
Messiah, and thus what they really say 
about Him. As such, as Jesus 
challenges the false leaders of God’s 
people, He also reveals who He is and 
why we can follow Him and trust Him 
with our lives. 

 
 
 
Read 
Mark 12:35-40 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 12 which can 
be found on our website 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection  

1. How did verse 34 conclude? In what way does Jesus now turn the tables on 
His opponents? 

 
 

2. Who are the scribes? 
 
 

3. In verse 36, Jesus quotes from Psalm 110. Go back and read Palm 110. What 
do you learn? 

 
 

4. What is the significance of David referring to the Messiah as his Lord? What 
point is Jesus trying to make? 

 
 

5. Some people have tried to argue that this passage means that the Messiah 
wasn’t the son of David. Why is that a wrong interpretation of Jesus’ point 
and what is the theological significance that Jesus is the descendant of David? 

 
 

6. Who does Jesus say authored Psalm 110?  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+12%3A35-40&version=ESV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+12%3A35-40&version=ESV&interface=print
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/davids-lord-mark-1235-40/
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7. This is the end of Jesus’ public ministry. While Jesus will have some 
interaction with the religious leaders when He’s put on trial, this is the last 
real engagement He has with them. Thinking back through Mark’s Gospel, 
how would you characterize Jesus’ interaction with the various religious 
leaders of His day? Why does His interaction with them end on this somber 
note in 12:40? 

 
 
 
Closing Reflection and Application 

8. What does it tell you about Jesus’ focus and agenda that when it’s His turn to 
ask a question of His opponents this is the question He asks? How should that 
inform our focus in life and ministry? 

 
 

9. Portions of Psalm 110 are very frequently quoted in the New Testament – 
two such places are Acts 2:34-35 and Hebrews 1:13. Read those references 
and discuss how they help you more fully understand who Jesus is. 

 
 

10. Do you share Jesus’ view of Himself as the human-divine Messiah? Why or 
why not? What difference does it make? (For further reflection see Romans 
1:1-4; 1 John 4:1-3; 5:6-12.) 

 
 

11. Do you share Jesus’ view of the human-divine dual authorship of Scripture? 
Why or why not? What difference does it make? (For further reflection see 2 
Peter 1:16-21.) 

 
 

12. How can we as a church help each other take confidence in the complete 
inerrancy, trustworthiness, and sufficiency of God’s Word? 

 
 

13. In what ways have the scribes shown themselves to be false and incompetent 
leaders of God’s people? How should that inform our understanding and 
expectations of leaders in the church today? 

 
 

14. Why do spiritual leaders face stricter judgment (cf. James 3:1)?  
 
 

15. In what ways is Jesus wonderfully unlike the scribes? 


