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Focus  
 
In the history of Israel, Jesus is the 
beloved Son of God sent by God to 
fulfill God’s purposes for His people. 
Though He is rejected, He will become 
the cornerstone on which the church 
and the kingdom of God is built. 
 

 
Read 
Mark 12:1-12 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 12 which can 
be found on our website

 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection  

1. Who do each of the characters in this parable represent? How do we know? 
 

• The owner of the vineyard 
• The vineyard itself 
• The tenants 
• The servants 
• The beloved son 
• The others 

 
 

2. Where else in Mark’s Gospel have we seen this term ‘beloved son’ used? 
 
 

3. In what way is this story the story of Israel? In what way can we also say that 
this is the story of the world? 

 
 

4. Verses 10-11 are a quotation from Psalm 118. What is Psalm 118 all about 
and why is it significant? 

 
 

5. What is Jesus communicating about Himself by quoting Psalm 118 in this 
context? 

 
 

6. How does this story answer the question raised by the religious leaders in 
11:28? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A1-12&version=ESV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A1-12&version=ESV&interface=print
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/the-rejected-son-mark-121-12/
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7. Why did Jesus use parables as a teaching method? Why did He use a parable 

in this particular case? 
 
 
 
Closing Reflection and Application 

1. Sunday’s sermon emphasized five aspects of God’s heart about which this 
story teaches us. Which of the five have you been reflecting on most this 
week? Share some of your reflections with the group. 

 
a. God’s plan 
b. God’s patience 
c. God’s Son 
d. God’s judgment 
e. God’s grace 

 
 

2. Do you normally think of God as being patient? If not, what is it that you think 
about God? How does your understanding of God impact your life? 

 
 

3. What could you say in response to the person who asserts that Jesus never 
claimed to be the divine Son of God? 

 
 

4. What do secular people you know think about judgment and hell? What do 
you think is necessary for them to accept the truth? Do you know any logical 
arguments that might be compelling? 

 
 

5. What does it mean that Jesus is God’s ultimatum? What are the practical 
implications both for the world at large and for your life in particular? 

 
 

6. Where do you see yourself in this story? With whom do you identify? What, 
therefore, is your response to the truth conveyed in this story? 

 
 

7. What’s so marvelous about what God has done in this world and in Jesus His 
Son? How can you/we better communicate this marvelous work to the 
unbelievers we know? 


