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Focus  
 
Jesus’ miracle of the fig tree signified 
the coming dissolution of the temple, 
but the end of the temple does not 
mean the end of fellowship with God. 
For in place of the temple Jesus will 
become the one through whom our 
faith, prayer, and forgiveness find 
access to God. 

 
 
Read 
Mark 11:20-26 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 11 which can 
be found on our website 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection  

1. Review verses 12-19. What is the miracle that has now taken place in verses 
20-21? What does this miracle have to do with the temple? 

 
 

2. What does Jesus teach about faith in verses 22-23? 
 
 

3. What does Jesus teach about prayer in verses 23-24? 
 
 

4. Why do you think Jesus uses the example of a ‘mountain’ being moved? Might 
there have been some geographical and/or cultural reasons for that specific 
hyperbole? What are they? 

 
 

5. What does Jesus teach about forgiveness in verse 25? 
 
 

6. What is the logic of this teaching about faith, prayer, and forgiveness 
following the cursing and withering of the fig tree? (Hint: consider the 
functions of the temple of which the fig tree was an enacted parable.) 

 
 

7. How is Jesus here shifting the attention away from the temple and onto God 
and Himself? Why are the implications of this? Why is this good news? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+11%3A20-25&version=ESV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+11%3A20-25&version=ESV&interface=print
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/faiths-focus-mark-1120-25/
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Closing Reflection and Application 

8. What does it mean to have mountain-moving faith? What does it not mean? 
 
 

9. What’s the connection between faith and prayer? 
 
 

10. What does it mean to have true and believing prayer? What does it not mean? 
 
 

11. Why must true prayer always trust not just God’s power but also God’s 
wisdom? 

 
 

12. How important is the ‘object’ of our prayers? What would you say to 
someone who prays but doesn’t pray to the Triune God (praying to the 
Father, through the Son, in the power of the Spirit)? 

 
 

13. What’s the connection between faith, prayer, and forgiveness? 
 
 

14. Reflect on a recent time of prayer that you had, did it exhibit this kind of 
faith? What are some of the characteristics of a prayer that’s truly an 
expression of this kind of faith? 

 
 

15. As you reflect on your ability to pray, what has most helped you to grow in 
that ability? 

 
 

16. Are you having any difficulty forgiving someone at the moment? If so, why do 
you think that is? What do you need to focus on and do in order to come to a 
place where you forgive that person? 

 
 

17. Why must our faith, prayer, and acts of forgiveness always be Christ-centered 
and gospel-centered? What difference does it make? 


