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Focus  
 
Jesus is the radiant Son of God who 
shines even brighter against the 
backdrop of a dark world. Therefore, to 
truly follow Him and to be fruitful in 
the work He has given us to do is to 
believe that He can do all things and to 
express that belief in humble prayer. 

 
 
Read 
Mark 11:12-19 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 11 which can 
be found on our website 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are some 
questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection  
 

1. What was the function of the temple in ancient Israel? 
 
 

2. How were the fig tree and temple alike? (How does Jeremiah 8:8-13 help you 
better answer this question?) 

 
 

3. How is Jesus’ action with the fig tree an acted out parable of His action with 
the temple? (How does Jeremiah 7:1-29 help you better answer this 
question?) 

 
 

4. In light of Isaiah 56:3-8, what’s so wrong and tragic about the fact that all the 
events in the temple in this passage take place within the Court of the 
Gentiles? 

 
 

5. Though we often tend to refer to this incident as the cleansing of the temple, 
why is such a designation misleading? What might be a better way to refer to 
it? In other words, what exactly is the point of what Jesus is doing here and 
how does it relate to the gospel? 

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A12-19&version=ESV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A12-19&version=ESV&interface=print
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/the-judge-mark-1112-19/
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Closing Reflection and Application 
 

6. How do we see the mercy of Jesus even in this passage that is largely about 
judgment? What is the good news here and how have you personally 
experienced this good news? 

 
 

7. What do you learn about Jesus from this passage? How does it help you to 
more fully love and worship Him? 

 
 

8. Sunday’s sermon used the term, ‘holy love’. What do you understand that to 
mean? Why might it be especially important in our culture to define Jesus’ 
love as a ‘holy love’? 

 
 

9. What is the definition of ‘fruitfulness’ in regards to a Christian? A church? A 
Christian denomination/organization? 

 
 

10. What fruit do you think God might see both in you and in our church? 
 
 

11. Consider the three areas of sin that Jesus judges in this passage: a lack of 
fruitfulness, corrupt worship, and a distorted witness. Which of those do you 
find most surprising? Why? Which of those do you currently find most 
convicting for you in your life? 

 
 

12. What are some ways you can give more attention to the fruit, worship, and 
witness of your life? 

 
 

13. What are some ways you can give more attention to the fruit, worship, and 
witness of our church? 


