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Focus 
Similar to the way that God provided 
for His people as they wandered 
through the wilderness on the way to 
the Promised Land, so too Jesus, as 
God the Son, compassionately feeds 
His people both physically and 
spiritually. Therefore, those who 
trust Him and look to Him will find 
the sustenance they need and the 
satisfaction they desire. 

 
 
Read 
Mark 6:30-44 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 6 which 
can be found on our website 

 
 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are 
some questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection  
1. Why does Jesus instruct the disciples to take some time to rest?  
 
 
2. Despite needing rest, we’re told that Jesus showed compassion to the great 

crowd. In what way specifically did He exhibit His compassion for them? 
 
 
3. What does the description ‘like sheep without a shepherd’ convey about the 

people? What do good shepherds provide for their sheep? 
 
 
4. What is Jesus’ solution to feeding the people? 
 
 
5. What is the end result of this miraculous meal? 
 
 
6. Pay attention to all the details in this passage – e.g., the location where it 

takes place, how the people are seated, the color of the grass, etc. Now try to 
come up with as many connections to other parts of the Bible as you can.  

 
 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A30-44&version=ESV
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/the-compassionate-shepherd-mark-630-44/
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Closing Reflection and Application 
7. Did it surprise you that Jesus’ compassion for the people was first displayed 

through teaching them? Why or why not? 
 
 
8. If this passage is all about seeing and savoring Jesus, what might be some 

wrong things to focus on in this passage – things that might keep us from 
truly being able to ‘understand about the loaves’ (see 6:52)? 

 
 
9. Sunday’s sermon made four points about how Jesus is presented in this 

passage. Which of them was most helpful and relevant to your life right now? 
Were there any here that you hadn’t really thought of before? Are there other 
points about Jesus that you see in this passage that weren’t mentioned on 
Sunday? 
a. Jesus is a new Moses leading God’s people through a new Exodus. (Exodus 

18:21, 25; Deuteronomy 18:15; 2 Kings 4:42-44) 
 

b. Jesus is the Lord God who provides for His people in the wilderness. 
(Exodus 16:14-15) 

 
c. Jesus is the compassionate shepherd of God’s people. (Numbers 27:17; 

Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34; Psalm 23) 
 

d. Jesus is the great King and Messiah who provides a banquet for God’s 
people. (Isaiah 25:6; 55:1-2) 

 
 
10. Do these four points, as they’re drawn from this particular passage, help you 

to better understand the storyline of the Bible and the different threads that 
run through it? Why or why not? 

 
 
11. As you think about sharing the gospel with others, what are some of the false 

things that people you know are ‘hungering’ for? 
 
 
12. Sometimes people’s ‘felt needs’ are different than their real needs. In sharing 

the gospel with others, how can we get beyond people’s ‘felt needs’ to their 
real needs? 

 
 
13. How will you go about seeing and savoring Jesus this week? 


