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Focus 
Going beyond traditional biological 
families, Jesus speaks of a more 
satisfying, eternal, spiritual family 
that’s defined by obedience to God. 
This, says Jesus, is my true family. 
Therefore, the aim, on the one hand, 
is to challenge everyone who hears it 
to consider whether or not they 
really belong to the family of Jesus, 
and, on the other hand, to encourage 
us that even we can be part of Jesus’ 
family. 

 
 
 
 
 
Read 
Mark 3:31-35 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 3 which 
can be found on our website 

 
As you study this passage on your own or with a small group of others, here are 
some questions for study, reflection, and application.  
 
Opening Questions 
1. How much time have you spent this past week reflecting on Jesus and the 

hope of the gospel? How has reflecting on Him been of help to you? What 
have you learned? 

 
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection 
2. Where does this passage fit within the context of Mark’s Gospel? In particular, 

revisit 3:20-21.  
 
 
3. What do you know about Jesus’ biological family from the rest of the New 

Testament? 
 
 
4. Where physically is Jesus’ family in relation to Him? Where physically is the 

crowd in relation to Him? What theological and spiritual realities might Mark 
be trying to convey to us through the postures and physical locations of Jesus’ 
family and the crowds? 

 
 
5. Who does Jesus say is part of His family? Consider the reactions of both His 

family and the crowds: how do you think they might have responded to that 
statement? 

 
 
6. What was Jesus’ own view of the will of God? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3%3A31-35&version=ESV
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/we-are-family-mark-331-35/
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7. Can you think of some other passages in the Bible that emphasize the 

importance of doing God’s will? 
 
 
Closing Reflection and Application 
8. How does Jesus’ statement about doing the will of God fit together with the 

fact that one comes into a right relationship with God only through faith in 
Jesus? 

 
 
9. What is God’s will for us when it comes to how we respond to Jesus? 
 
 
10. What are some other aspects of God’s will for us that we learn from the Bible? 
 
 
11. Are there any areas in your life right now where you’re finding it difficult to do 

God’s will? 
 
 
12. If you’ve put your trust in Jesus and by His grace are seeking to do God’s will 

as revealed in the Scriptures, do you live every day as if you’re a member of 
God’s family? If not, why not? If so, what does that look like in your life? 

 
 
13. Would you say that your obedience to God comes more out of the knowledge 

that you’re already accepted and loved as part of His family, or because you’re 
trying to earn God’s love and acceptance? 

 
 
14. In what ways have you seen earthly/biological families idolized? Have you 

been guilty of this? 
 
 
15. How does Jesus’ redefinition of the family here impact the way you 

understand the church and your relationship with other Christians? 
 
 
16. Have you ever considered that God has designed the relationships in our 

earthly families to teach us how to live together in the church? 
 
 
17. What are some ways you can better prioritize our local church family and love 

your brothers and sisters in Christ? 


