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Focus 
The authority and power of Jesus 
continues to be manifested, now 
specifically in relation to the law and 
what it means therefore to be clean 
and pure before God. Jesus Himself 
makes people clean (not some ritual) 
and takes their place that they might 
be reconciled to God (atonement) and 
restored to community. 

 
 
Read 
Mark 1:40-45 
 
 
Listen 
CCNYC teaching on Mark 1 which can 
be found on our website 

 
As you meet in your homes for family worship, study this passage on your own 
or with an online community group, here are some questions for study, reflection, 
and application.  
 
 
Opening Questions 
1. How much time have you spent this past week reflecting on Jesus and the hope 

of the gospel? How has reflecting on Him been of help to you? What have you 
learned? 

 
 
 
Some Questions for Study and Reflection 
2. What is revealed about this leper in the way he approaches Jesus? 
 
 
3. How is asking Jesus about His willingness different than asking about His 

ability? 
 
 
4. What is revealed about Jesus in the way He responds to this leper? 
 
 
5. In order to better understand the seriousness of being identified as a leper, 

consider reading through Leviticus 13. (Other passages that might also be 
helpful include Leviticus 14, Numbers 12, and 2 Chronicles 26.) 

 
 
6. What two instructions does Jesus give the leper? 
 
 
7. Discuss your understanding of the purpose behind each of those instructions? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A40-45&version=ESV
https://christchurchnyc.com/sermons/worth-a-thousand-words-mark-140-45/
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8. What should we conclude perhaps about the now healed man who disobeyed at 

least one of Jesus’ instructions? 
 
 
 
Closing Reflection and Application 
9. How is leprosy a fitting and powerful picture of sin and the consequences of 

sin? 
 
 
10. Do you view sin with that kind of seriousness? 
 
 
11. Why was it surprising that Jesus touched the leper?  
 
 
12. Why was Jesus touching the leper theologically significant? 
 
 
13. How was Jesus touching the leper a fitting and powerful picture for His atoning 

work on the cross?  
 
 
14. Reflecting on the healed man’s disobedience, Sinclair Ferguson writes, “How 

sad it is to record that this man whom Jesus had so wonderfully helped and 
restored – to whom he had given nothing less than new life instead of the living 
death he knew before – actually became an obstacle to Jesus. In fact, he became 
an obstacle to Jesus because of the way he witnessed to him! His life underlines 
a basic lesson of discipleship: the Lord’s work should be done only in the Lord’s 
way, according to the Lord’s word.” When have you been guilty of this kind of 
rogue discipleship? How can you apply this ‘basic lesson of discipleship’ to your 
own life right now? 

 
 
15. In what ways might we be able to more resemble Jesus by showing compassion 

to those in need right now? 
  


