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Morning Prayer – May 17, 2020
The Fifth Sunday after Easter

The Hope of the Gospel
An Abounding Hope

I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains. 
  – Anne Frank

God and his word are the reality we need ― the Rock under our feet.
 – John Piper, Coronavirus and Christ

Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

 – Hebrews 12:2

Worship | Community | Mission
Christ Church NYC is a community of Christians committed to glorifying God, glorying in 
God, and serving the city through our worship, our life together, and our gospel mission.
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A Pastoral Note —

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This worship bulletin has been put together for you during this  
time that our public worship gatherings have been canceled due to  
the COVID-19 outbreak. As you meet with your family, roommates,  
neighbors in your building, other members of CCNYC, or just by  
yourself, I hope it will be of help to you as you seek to worship and  
draw near to the Lord.

Though worship in the home and among families is not intended  
to and can never replace the corporate gathering of the whole  
congregation, it is nonetheless a good practice for all of us to develop.  
If you are not accustomed to doing ‘family worship’ it may seem odd  
at first, but I want to encourage you to keep pressing forward with it.  
As you do so, remember that it need not be complicated. The essence  
of family worship consists simply in singing, praying, and studying 
God’s Word together.

As we meet in our various homes and in small groups scattered 
throughout the city and region, please know that I am praying for all  
of you and longing to be meeting with you in person. In fact, I pray  
that our love and desire for meeting together will be strengthened  
because of this absence. What a sweet time of fellowship it will be  
when the Lord once again allows us to be together in person to  
worship Him!

Your pastor,
Keith

“The more we worship God in secret, the fitter shall we be for family worship,  
and the more we worship God in our families, the fitter shall we be for public  
worship.”  – Rev. John Angier (1605-1677)



Reflection
A quiet moment to prepare our hearts
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that  
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might  
have hope. (Romans 15:4)

A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
 The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

O Lord, open our lips;
 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
 O Lord, make haste to help us. 
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Words and Music: Joachim Neander, 1680; Translated by Catherine Winkworth, 1863  CCLI 2361806
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Confession

After a brief silence for reflection, all reply saying the words in bold.
Most merciful Father, we humbly admit that we need your help.
We confess that we have wandered from your way like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,

and have failed to do what is right.  
You alone can save us.
Have mercy upon us, Lord;

wipe out our sins and teach us to forgive others.
Turn our hearts to love and obey you.
Bring forth in us the fruit of the Spirit that we may live as disciples of Christ.
This we ask in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Words of Comfort and Assurance
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into  
the world to save sinners. (1 Timothy 1:15)

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
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Words: John Newton, 1779; Music: 19th c. American melody  CCLI 2361806
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A Prayer for the Hearing of God’s Word

Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:  
Grant that we might hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, so  
that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word, we may embrace and ever  
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our  
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Responsive Psalm – Psalm 69:1-16
 To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. Of David.
1 Save me, O God!
  For the waters have come up to my neck.
2 I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold;
 I have come into deep waters, 
	 	 and	the	flood	sweeps	over	me.
3 I am weary with my crying out;
  my throat is parched.
 My eyes grow dim
  with waiting for my God.
4 More in number than the hairs of my head
  are those who hate me without cause;
 mighty are those who would destroy me,
  those who attack me with lies.
 What I did not steal must I now restore?
5 O God, you know my folly;
  the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you.
6 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me,
  O Lord God of hosts;
 let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me,
  O God of Israel.
7 For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach,
  that dishonor has covered my face.
8 I have become a stranger to my brothers,
  an alien to my mother’s sons.
9 For zeal for your house has consumed me,
  and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.
10 When I wept and humbled my soul with fasting,
  it became my reproach.
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11 When I made sackcloth my clothing,
  I became a byword to them.
12 I am the talk of those who sit in the gate,
  and the drunkards make songs about me.
13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.
  At an acceptable time, O God,
  in the abundance of your steadfast love 
  answer me in your saving faithfulness.
14 Deliver me from sinking in the mire;
  let me be delivered from my enemies
  and from the deep waters.
15 Let not the flood sweep over me,
  or the deep swallow me up,
  or the pit close its mouth over me.
16 Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;
  according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

First Bible Reading — Matthew 28:16-20
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus  

had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some  
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on  
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am  
with you always, to the end of the age.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Bible Reading — Romans 15:1-13
1 We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, 

and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, 
to build him up. 3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The 
reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” 4 For whatever was written  
in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God 
of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
      and sing to your name.”
10 And again it is said,
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11 And again,
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
      and let all the peoples extol him.”
12 And again Isaiah says,
 “The root of Jesse will come,
      even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
 in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Bible Reflection – Romans 15:1-13

An Abounding Hope
Seventh reflection in the series: The Hope of the Gospel

To help you reflect on Romans 15:1-13, you can find recordings of teaching from Keith on our website under 
‘Sermons’. You can also find study questions on our blog.

Notes:
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried;
 he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church,
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*The ‘catholic’ church is the totality of God’s people through the ages who hold firm to the classic
  teachings of Christ’s apostles.

Prayers

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done on earth, as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.
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The leader continues,
Lord, show us your mercy,

and grant us your salvation.

Lord, govern the leaders of the nations,
and mercifully hear our prayers.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness,
and make your chosen people joyful.

Lord, save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
for you are our help and strength.

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew us by your Holy Spirit.

A Prayer for Today
O Lord, from whom all good things do come: Grant to us your humble servants 
that by your holy inspiration and merciful guiding we may think and do those 
things that are good, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 1662 — adapted)

Almighty	God,	our	strong	tower	of	defense	in	time	of	trouble:	We	offer	you	
praise and heartfelt thanks for our deliverance from the dangers which 
lately surround us and for your gracious gift of peace. We confess that your 
goodness alone has preserved us; and we ask you still to continue your 
mercies toward us, that we may always know and acknowledge you as our 
Savior and mighty Deliverer; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers for God’s people, the nations, and people in need are said, concluding with:
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
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Be Thou My Vision

Words: Eleanor Henrietta Hull; Music: SLANE  CCLI 2361806

Benediction

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the  
power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. (Romans 15:13)
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Doxology

Words: Thomas Ken, 1709; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551 CCLI 2361806

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Please join us today at 4:30 PM for a Hymn Sing with Bible Readings and a short 
Reflection by Keith from Psalm 94. For more information on how to join in our  

Christ Church NYC’s Zoom Meeting, please check the invitation email or  
contact info@christchurchnyc.com.
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