
In Search of the King
Community Group Questions

 
1 Samuel 17

Not as Man Saves

Focus

1 Samuel 17 teaches us that when the glory and honor of God is at
stake, God raises up a faithful servant through whom He brings
victory over the enemy for the salvation of His people. Within the
whole sweep of biblical history, the primary aim for us is to increase
our dependence on and love for Jesus as our King who has won the
victory for us for the glory of God.

Opening Question

How familiar were you with the story of David and Goliath
before Sunday’s sermon? Why do you think this story still gets
referenced so frequently in the wider culture?

Read

1 Samuel 17

Some Questions for Study and Reflection

What do we learn about Goliath from this chapter?
 
 
 
What do we learn about David from this chapter?
 
 
 
What do we learn about God from this chapter?
 
 
 
In what way is the principle of 1 Samuel 16:7 being worked out in this chapter?
 
 
 
Why is it correct to say that this chapter isn’t about David battling his personal giants, but him defending the
glory and honor of God?
 
 
 
What makes David different from the rest of the Israelite army? Why is he so con�ident of victory over Goliath?
 
 
 
In what way was David’s victory the people’s victory?
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Closing Reflection and Application

In verses 5-7 and 38-50, there are numerous references to weapons and armor. What point is the author trying to
make by highlighting these things?
 
 
The word used to sum up Goliath’s armor in verse 5 is literally the word “scales.” As Sunday’s sermon noted, Goliath
is in effect presented to us not just as a giant but also as a snake. Read Genesis 3:1-7 and 13-15. What is the
signi�icance of God’s anointed one defeating the snake-like enemy?
 
 
Last week it was noted how David points ultimately to Jesus.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To sum up, sometimes this passage is (often wrongly) used to exhort us to have courage and faith in God as we battle
the ‘giants’ in our lives. Other times, it’s more correctly used to point us to what Jesus has done for us – i.e., Jesus
defeats for us the giants of sin and death. But how does recognizing this chapter’s connection with Genesis 3 also
help point us to the fact that what’s taking place in 1 Samuel 17 isn’t simply pointing us ahead to Jesus but is itself
part of a much larger story and indeed a cosmic battle?
 
 
What difference does it make if we see ourselves in the place of Israel’s army instead of as David in this story?
 
 
Do you really see Jesus as your only liberation from death?
 
 
Following up Sunday’s sermon, how might you more fully
 
 
 
 
 
 
How might you use the story of David and Goliath to explain the gospel to a non-Christian?
 

What are some of the similarities between David and Jesus here?

In what way has Jesus won the victory for us?

Read Colossians 2:14-15. What did Jesus accomplish on the cross?

Read Hebrews 2:14-15. From what kind of slavery did Jesus free us?

Read Revelation 12:9-11. Who has Jesus con�uered? How has he con�uered him?

What does it mean for God’s people?

Delight in the victory God has won for you in Jesus?

Depend on the victory God has won for you in Jesus?

Declare the victory God has won for you in Jesus?


