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With a sleek, lightweight 
design, automatic exposure 

control, and self-timer mode, 
the Instax Mini 70 is an 

instant camera perfect for 
outings with friends and 

creative portraiture. 
Fujifilm, available in six colors

Use this shiny head chain to 
add a fun bohemian flair to 

your photoshoots.
Claire’s
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This 5-in-1 collapsible 
reflector can soften, diffuse, 

or redirect natural and 
artificial light.

B&H



{Photography}
TIPS
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Golden Hour

Early morning and late 
evening, known as 

golden hour to 
photographers, are 

some of the best times 
to shoot. Your photos 
will have a soft, warm 
light to them, and your 
subjects will glow. This 
type of light is great for 
silhouettes, portraits, 

lens flare...the list goes 
on and on.

Natural Light

When shooting indoors, 
it may seem logical to 

use the available 
artificial light. However, 
this light can cause an 

orange tint in your 
photos. Turn off some 
or all of the lights and 
shoot near a window - 
your photos will look 

much better and won’t 
have that awful orange 
color that comes with 
using artificial light.

Use White Space to 
Draw Your Eye to the 

Main Subject

When composing your 
shot, leave plenty of 
empty space in the 

frame. This will create 
an uncluttered part of 

the photo for your eyes 
to rest on, as well as 

strengthen the photo’s 
composition.
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Great Photography

is about

depth of feeling,

not

depth of field.

Peter Adams
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Stock Photography 
101

Interested in the world of stock photography? Ready to delve into selling your photos 

online, but not sure where to start? Anna Phillips has done the research to show you how 

to make a living in selling stock photography.

Photos and Text By Anna Phillips



9

I’m relatively new to selling my 
own photos but having worked 
as a photography editor for 
other professional 
photographers I’m starting to 
apply my knowledge to my 
own business too.
Some photographers do it as 
a hobby or to compliment their 
day job whilst others run a full 
time successful studio. But 
how else can you make an 
income from your images 
without the responsibilities 
and start up costs?
I love being hired for 
photoshoots but what I really 
enjoy is the freedom to travel 
somewhere with my camera 
and capture images of things 
that I am passionate about, 
which I can then sell online as 
stock.
Stock photography covers 
every subject imaginable. You

can sell a photo of virtually 
anything as long as there is a 
market for it and it is of a 
certain quality and size.When 
you have your stock photo 
business down to a tee you 
can bring in enough money to 
support further travel or to buy 
new kit. It’s tough work to 
make a living but for 
inspiration check out Yuri 
Arcurs who is the world’s 
leading stock photographer.

Method to the madness

After a photo shoot I make a 
selection of the best photos 
from the shoot and then start 
preparing them. To start with I 
edit the image in Adobe 
Lightroom and adjust the 
white balance. Not all 
computer monitors are the 
same so it is up to you to learn 
how to read the histogram
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correctly. Then I keyword and 
add a title and description. I 
then export the image making 
sure it is of a size compliant to 
the guidelines of the image 
gallery.
Not everything gets accepted 
and some sites are more strict 
than others. What you might 
think is amazing image might 
not have any commercial 
value on that website and so it 
will be declined.

Why would you want to 

become a stock 

photographer?

If like me you take your 
camera everywhere you go, 
enjoy travelling and seeing 
new sights then why not make 
a little to a lot of money out of 
your efforts. As soon as you 
make your first few dollars on 
a stock website you become 
hooked.

Types of stock photo 

sites

Stock photos can basically be 
classed as royalty-free and 
rights-managed images. You 
will also have to keep in mind 
if you want your images to be 
exclusive or none exclusive. 
Here are a few terms that will 
be thrown around:
Royalty free (RF) images 
have a single download fee 
per customer which then 
grants them the permission to 
use the image as many times 
as they want (according to 
their agreement). They are a 
lot more affordable than RM 
but will be downloaded a lot 
more frequently and may be 
seen all over the internet.
Rights managed (RM) 

images are sold for variable 
amounts based on how they 
are intended to be used, the 
size of the image and how 



11

Penmon Lighthouse, Anglesey.

Tourist destinations sell! Think of how many brochures and websites 
need images of popular tourist spots. I realised through my blog that 
despite me having a huge portfolio of images of Wales I have only 
uploaded a few photos of this lighthouse and it is selling really well. So, 
time for a huge Wales upload and weekend away to shoot more stock, 
I think!
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long they are intended to be 
used for. They sell less often 
but for a larger amount of 
money. It’s a benefit for the 
client to have an image that 
not many other people have 
used.
Exclusive – Uploaded to one 
stock website only and cannot 
be sold elsewhere unless you 
request to remove it from the 
site. Your images can still be 
sold as art prints and through 
your own website, just not on 
other stock websites.
None Exclusive – Upload to 
any number of microstock 
websites. Variable 
commissions per photo per 
stock site but these are 
explained to you when you 
sign up. A lot of sites increase 
your rate when you have hit a
certain amount of downloads.
Your cut from Shutterstock, for 
example, will start at $0.25

and then increase to $0.33 
after $500 worth of images 
has been sold. You can 
eventually earn up to $0.38. 
This might not sound a lot but 
when you’ve reached that 
amount you will be selling a lot 
of photos each day. These 
prices apply to subscription 
based sales. One off or 
enhanced photo sales can 
earn you up to $28 a time.
Microstock – Some 
professional photographers 
may look down their noses at 
microstock photographers as 
they feel like they are being 
priced out of the market. Why 
hire a professional for £500 
when you have so much 
choice online for just $1 an 
image? Obviously there is a
huge benefit to hiring a 
professional for a custom job, 
But as microstock websites 
are growing at such a rate you
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With the amount of stories and articles 
being printed and uploaded every 
single day it would be impractical and 
expensive to hire a photographer for 
each and every story. I was lucky 
enough to spend time in South Africa 
where I came back with a portfolio of 
shark and marine life photos. If you 
think about how many times a year 
there is a shark attack story in the 
papers you can start to see how having 
such images available for sale can be 
quite profitable.
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just need to adapt and grow 
with them. None exclusive 
images can earn you as low 
as $0.15 a download but the 
point of microstock is to have 
a large portfolio and sell a lot 
of images every day.
Macrostock – The traditional 
way of selling stock photos. 
Generally aimed at 
professional level 
photographers with 
professional kit. You can earn 
between $30 – $3000 per 
image depending on the 
usage and exclusivity of the 
image and website. Less 
regular sales than microstock.
Midstock – Typically 
microstock websites that offer 
premium rates.

To become a stock 
photographer you have to get 
over the fact that you may 
only receive about $0.25 (or

less!) for the download of a 
high resolution image. The 
person buying your photo may 
have spent several hundred 
dollars on a subscription to the 
stock website letting them 
download a large amount of 
images per month.
When you first start out make 
sure you keep your really 
special photos to one side, 
possibly for an exclusive stock 
library or for print sales, as 
you will find it really hard to 
see it being used on the cover 
of a magazine when you have 
only earned around $0.25 for 
it. To start with you will need 
to choose about 20 of your 
visually and technically best
photos to submit as a test 
submission in order to be 
accepted as a contributor. 
Have a look at what is already 
popular on stock websites to 
see an idea of what will get
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accepted. If you have to 
upload your best images to 
get in you can always remove 
them after.
Keywords are how the image 
will be searched for on the 
website so make sure you 
have everything covered from 
“where”, “what”, “who”, 
“when”, “why” to colours, 
emotions, seasons etc.
I’ve done a lot of research into 
stock photography and came 
across an interesting article 
about how it will take 
approximately 200 photos 
before you start noticing 
regular sales and about 1000 
photos before you start
bringing in a decent amount of 
money per month. I’m 
currently at 216 on 
Shutterstock and although I’m 
selling about $0.50 a day. I 
have high hopes that this 
theory will hold out. If you

need to give yourself a kick up 
the bum at any point just 
google Yuri Arcurs again.

Microstock websites

I currently sell photos through 
the following websites (in the 
order of the most sales):
Shutterstock, iStockphoto, 
Bigstockphoto, 123rf, 
Dreamstime, Veer, Deposit 
Photos, Crestock, and 
Yaymicro.
I was also contacted by Getty 
Images to become a 
contributor with them and this 
was a huge deal to me as they 
are an exclusive stock 
site. So far I only have a very 
small portfolio on there but 
plan to upload more soon.

A few tips to get you 

started

Choose your top 20 photos for 
your initial submission and
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don’t be put off if you don’t get 
accepted first time. Learn from 
the rejections.
When keywording, copy 
keywords from a number of 
similar/popular photos already 
on the stock website to ensure 
that you will be found in 
searches.
The more active you are on 
stock websites the higher you 
will be in search results on 
that site.
Plan your stock photos around 
holidays and festivities. Shoot 
for 
Christmas in September as 
they will sell months earlier 
when the Christmas marketing 
begins. Also, photograph 
throughout the
festive season and prepare 
these images in time for the 
following year.
If Easter’s coming up, plan a 
shoot and submit your photos

weeks in advance. You’ll still
have plenty of time. I find it’s 
good to brainstorm ideas for a 
shoot and have a look at the 
popular images already 
online. Try to add a twist or 
improve on what’s already 
online.
Keyword before uploading so 
that you have minimal work to 
do once you have uploaded 
your photos to a stock site. 
You’ll thank me when you 
want to submit the same 
images to every other stock 
site as well. I do this in Adobe 
Lightroom so that the 
keywords are added as 
metadata to the image.
Test the water with microstock
and understand what you are 
agreeing to before you upload 
to macrostock.
You could shoot specifically 
for micro and macrostock 
websites and upload images
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Keyword and add a 
title and description to 
your photo, such as 
Cat on a canvas roof 
– abstract, africa, 
animal, canvas, cat, 
feline, green, light, 
material, shadow, 
silhouette, south 
africa.
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that you wouldn’t usually 
include in your portfolio. This 
way you won’t feel like you’re 
cheating yourself or your 
clients when you are 
personally selling prints for 
more than what your images 
sell for on stock sites. Just 
remember to value your work 
according to the expense and 
effort it took to make.
Work with a time frame and a 
goal. My next goal is to have 
500 photos online on 
Shutterstock by the end of 
April. My ultimate goal is to 
have more than 1000. When 
you have met a target take a 
break from and upload the
photos to another stock site. 
You should know at this point 
which photos are popular and 
you will have already done the 
hard work of keywording. So 
just upload and submit!
I hope this helps someone. I

would have loved to know this  
when I was starting out.  TP

Anna Phillips has always had a 
passion for wildlife, and she uses 

photography to explore her passion. 
She spent 4 years living in South 

Africa as an assistant for an 
underwater and wildlife photographer 

before spending a year as a 
videographer and photographer at one 

of the country's leading marine 
conservation and tourism companies. 

Visit her photo blog at 
anna-phillips.com, and view more of 

her work on Flickr and Facebook.

http://anna-phillips.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/77392596@N04/
https://www.facebook.com/annaphillips/
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Featured Photo by Amelia Tabatt

Tag your photos with #featureTPMag
for your chance to be featured in an upcoming issue!

: a_beautifulmessphotography_
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On The Road:
Vacation 

Photography

It’s Summer. All of your bags are packed, and you are vacation-ready. You’re bringing your 

camera, of course, and you want to document your vacation with lots of great photos to 

show off to your family and friends. Wherever you may travel, these tips are sure to amp 

up your vacation photos.

Photos and Text By Megan Roberts
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Summer is here, and so is 
vacation time! Here are some 
tips to help you capture all of 
the great moments from your 
next vacation.

Ask your parents before 
vacation if they would be 
willing to stop if you see a 
good photo opportunity. If you 
are driving, keep an eye out 
for scenic routes. These 
byways typically have many 
areas to park vehicles, so you 
can stop to take photos of the 
scenery along the way.

Frequently clean the car 
windows. Let’s face it - 
sometimes you can’t stop the 
vehicle, so a drive-by shot has 
to suffice. And nothing is 
worse than taking a photo 
through a window and then 
realizing the bugs on the 
windshield ruined it. If you

plan on taking drive-by 
photos, try to wash the car 
windows whenever you stop 
to fuel up.

Be nimble, be quick. Don’t 
spend any longer on a shot 
than you have to. Take your 
time on the shots you really 
want, instead of making 
everyone wait on you for the 
perfect photo of something 
that probably won’t make it to 
the photo album.

Look for unique ways to get 
the shot. Cliché is okay, but if 
you can avoid the obvious and 
photograph something in a 
new light, do it.

Bring a tripod. Group photos, 
night landscapes, long 
exposures of waterfalls. If you 
want easy, stress-free photos 
of any of those, you’re gonna 
need a tripod.
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Less is more. If you’re 
hiking, only bring your 
favorite lens and your 
camera in a small 
bag...unless you’re hiking to 
take photos. Then pack 
light and only take what you 
know you need.

Bring a spare card, and 
frequently charge your 
camera battery. This will 
ensure that you have a 
backup if you run out of 
space on your card (or 
worse, it gives out on you!), 
and you won’t fret over 
dying batteries in the 
middle of your vacation.



Get into a photo or two! All 
too often, photographers 

spend so much time behind 
the camera that they forget 
to spend a few minutes in 

front of it. Pass the camera 
to someone else, get some 
photos of yourself in the 
mix, and enjoy your 
vacation.

Don’t forget the people who 
came with you. When you’re 
traveling to exciting places 
full of great photo ops, it is 
easy to become sidetracked 
and forget to take photos of 
the people you are traveling 
with. Make a note to snap at 
least a few photos of your 
fellow travelers as they 
experience the locations 
with you.

Get up early and go out late. 
If there is one thing I’ve 
learned from past vacations, 
it’s that sleeping in can
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These photos of a man painting a mural were taken during a 
stop for fuel. I stood outside of the car to get a better view.
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cause you to miss some 
glowing morning photos. 
Likewise, if you are staying in 
an area with little to no light 
pollution, you have the 
opportunity to take photos of 
the area at night when the 
stars are visible.

To recap, look for scenic 
routes, clean your car 
windows, keep an eye out for 
the unique, remember that 
less is more, and enjoy your 
time! Great vacation photos 
don’t shoot themselves, so 
remember these tips and 
make your next vacation one 
for the photobooks! TP

Megan Roberts is a 
photographer and the 

owner of Teen 
Photographer. She writes 

on her photo blog, 
DiverseReflections.com.

In addition to my Nikon DSLR, 
I brought my Fujifilm Instax 
Mini on a hike to a waterfall in 
Colorado. It was compact and 
lightweight, so it fit in the 
same small camera bag
as my DSLR.

http://diversereflections.com
http://diversereflections.com
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❖ Find a good source of natural light.
❖ Turn off all lights to prevent white balance discoloration.
❖ Dial these settings into your camera: 1/125 sec, f/2.5.
❖ Compose your image in-camera and gently press the 

shutter button.
❖ Adjust shutter speed and aperture as needed.
❖ Once you have an image you like, upload your image into 

your preferred editing software and edit as desired.

MANUAL MADE EASY
{Project #04} Window Light

28
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The Comparison Monster: How to Stop 
Comparing Yourself to Other 

Photographers

30

Do you get down on yourself when you look at someone else’s gorgeous photography? Do 

you sometimes wonder, what’s the point? It happens to the best of us! Here are some tips 

to help you stop comparing yourself to other photographers.

Text by Julie Christie



Before I get started here I 
want to make sure you know I 
am not immune to the 
comparison disease. I suffer 
from it too. I might be making 
this article but I also need to 
take my own advice.

I compare my photography to 
others too. But I am 
particularly susceptible to 
comparing myself when it 
comes to motherhood. You 
know, always thinking that 
other mums are so much 
more organised than I am or 
that they feed their children 
much healthier food than I do 
or that they do loads more 
spontaneous arts and crafts 
than me… and so on…

You know the feeling, right?

Theodore Roosevelt said, 
‘Comparison is the thief of 
joy’. And how true that is.

31

Now I am not talking about 
comparing ourselves to movie 
stars or olympic athletes or for 
us, rock-star photographers. 
When the gap is soooooo 
wide like that then we tend to 
be safe from the really horrible 
side of comparison. We can 
be more lighthearted about it. I 
mean I don’t see the work of 
Annie Leibovitz and feel bad 
about myself. She’s in another 
world.

No, comparison becomes a 
particularly icky experience 
when we do it with people we 
know or people we think of as 
equals. In the photography 
world, that might be a fellow 
photography enthusiast in 
your town or a friend who 
shares your passion. Or it 
might be someone in the 
same online photography 
group as you. Maybe they just
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seem to be getting better and 
better and better whilst you 
feel that you are standing still.

But comparing yourself to 
others is one of the most 
dangerous habits you can 
have. It can absolutely cripple 
your progress. If it’s a habit 
you suffer from then it’s one 
you should put huge effort into 
getting rid of.

Here are some tips to help 
you stop comparing yourself 
to other photographers:

1.

Ask yourself, is this a fair 
comparison you’re making? I 
mean, it makes sense to 
compare car insurance prices 
but your photography against 
someone else’s?

Even if you have been 
pursuing photography for the

32

same number of years as this 
person, for the comparison to 
be fair you would have had to 
have taken the same number 
of photographs as them, 
practiced for the same number 
of hours as them, undergone 
the same training and 
mentoring as them, read the 
same books as them and be 
using the same equipment as 
them.

Maybe then the comparison 
would be approaching fair.

But that’s never going to 
happen so you shouldn’t 
compare unless you know it’s 
a fair comparison.

Remember this cool little 
quote from Jon Acuff,

‘Don’t compare your beginning 
to someone else’s middle.’
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2.

Think about what else you 
could be doing with this time 
and energy.

The very act of comparing 
yourself to others takes up 
your precious time and 
headspace and you have 
absolutely NO CONTROL 
over this other person and 
their photography. There is 
absolutely nothing to gain

whatsoever. They are not all 
of a sudden going to pass 
over their skills to you just 
because you are brooding 
over how much better they are 
than you.

But you do have control over 
YOUR photography.

So you know that speed light 
you have been meaning to 
learn how to use or the 
photoshop technique you
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need to practice?

Yeah – do that instead!

3.

Think about what you are 
good at.

We’re all on our own journey, 
aren’t we? You might not be 
where you want to be with 
your photography but that 
person you are comparing 
yourself to? You can bet they 
have their own comparison 
demons.

Maybe they would love to be 
able to cook like you can. 
Perhaps they would give 
anything to have the kind of 
family life that you have, or 
run a business like you can, 
you catch my drift.

4. Be aware of your feelings 
and turn comparison into 
appreciation and inspiration.

This has been a biggy for me. 
And it’s so easy! Every time 
you feel comparison creeping 
in, it means you have seen 
something that impresses you. 
But the admiration doesn’t get 
a chance to surface because 
the comparison monster 
appears quite quickly and 
makes you feel bad about 
yourself.

So in our case, someone we 
know posts a photograph we 
love and wish we had taken 
and before we give ourselves 
the chance to appreciate it 
fully, we start thinking;

‘how did they get it so sharp – 
I can never get mine like that’

‘I wonder if they have had 
training in that’

‘I bet they have a better lens  
than me – I hate my lens’



too. That small act will ensure 
that the comparison monster 
stays away in this particular 
instance.

Allow that photograph to 
inspire you. Start thinking 
about your next shoot and 
how you could incorporate 
some of those ideas.

Always remember that you 
can admire and appreciate 
someone else’s talent without 
questioning your own. They 
are two separate things – 
keep them that way! TP
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‘I might as well give up – they 
are so much better than me’

The first step to this is that you 
MUST become aware of how 
you are feeling. That sounds 
so obvious, but so many of us 
don’t examine our feelings at 
all. And awareness is where it 
has to begin.

As soon as you are aware of 
the beginnings of thoughts like 
this – flick an imaginary switch 
in your head.

Yes, you have to imagine an 
ACTUAL switch in your head 
– it works.

That switch turns off the 
comparison monster and it 
turns on your appreciation. 
Then just look at the 
photograph and admire it. 
Make sure you reach out to 
the person with a comment 
about how much you like it.

Julie Christie is a photographer and 
educator based in Scotland. She 

teaches photography on her website,  
teabreaktog.com. You can also visit 

her on Facebook and Youtube.

http://teabreaktog.com
https://www.facebook.com/TeaBreakTog/
https://www.youtube.com/c/teabreaktog
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Only 
photograph

what you love

                      Tim Walker





DIY Lens Buddy

Have you ever had trouble getting a kid's attention when taking photos? Now you can grab 

your little model’s attention with this fun crochet lens buddy! All you have to do is create 

this cute little critter, and wrap it around the lens of your camera. Voilà! Instant 

attention-getter!
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Crochet Lens Buddy
{Owl}

You will need:
Worsted Weight Yarn (orange, white, yellow and blue)
G Hook (4mm)
Hair Tie
 
Abbreviation Guide:
St = Stitch
Sl st = Slip Stitch
DC = Double Crochet
SC = Single Crochet
Ch = Chain
HDC = Half Double Crochet
 

Base Ring
{This is your base for the lens buddy. With this pattern, you have a base for 

any character you come up with!}

Row 1: Connect to hair tie and ch 2, dc 40 around ponytail, sl st to first dc.

Owl Head:

Row 2: With yellow, Ch 2, dc into the same st and next 6 sts.
Row 3: Ch 2, turn your work, dc into the same st and next 6 sts.

39



40



41

Row 4: Ch 1, skip the next st, sc into next 3 sts, skip the next, sl st into the 
last st.
Row 5: Ch 2, hdc into next st, sl st in next st, hdc in next st, sl st in next st. 
Fasten off and weave in ends.

Eyes:

{make two}

With white, ch 2. Sc 6 times in 2nd chain from hook. Join with slst to 1st sc. 

Join orange yarn. *Sc around* twice. Fasten off and leave tail for sewing to 

body.

With blue yarn, stitch lengthwise in middle of eye to form pupil.

Beak:

With orange, ch 4, 3 sc in second ch from hook. Fasten off and leave tail 

for sewing.

Wings:

{make two}

Row 1-2: With orange, ch 7, sc 6, turn.

Row 3-4: ch 1, sc 5, turn.

Fasten off and leave tail for sewing.

Sew eyes, beak and wings to body. TP
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Have a stunning photo to share?

Tag your Instagram photos with 
#featureTPMag

for a chance to be featured!
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Blog: DiverseReflections.com

45

Instagram: megan_diversereflections

Pinterest: Diverse Reflections Photography

follow us
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http://diversereflections.com/
https://www.instagram.com/megan_diversereflections
https://www.pinterest.com/DiverseReflect/
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