
Week of Sunday, April 29, 2018 

 Financial Peace and You:  

The Secret of Happiness 

 
 

Reflection 

Spend some time with God reflecting on your wholeness journey. Journal, draw, color, discuss or just 

think about your response to the questions below. Open yourself up to God’s spirit and God’s still 

small voice this week. 

Focus Scripture:  Isaiah 55:2 

Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

 

1) As you read this week’s focus scripture what words or phrases stand out for you? 

 

 
2) As you reflect on this scripture reading and/or your worship experience today, what do you feel 

God is saying to you? 

 

Next Faith Step on Your Journey   

There are many opportunities to take that next step.  Consider the following, pray and choose at least 

one that is yours to do: 

1. Pray this prayer this week each day. How do you feel by the end of the week? What reflects 

have you had on your money habits?  

 

Lord Jesus, life is so mixed.  I can find peace in a scenic natural place, in a quiet chat 
with people who love me, in relaxing after reaching a big goal, and it’s wonderful.  A big 
drop in the market, a rude sales clerk, or a dispute with my boss, my teenager or my 
parents an feel awful and disrupt my peace.  You offer me something deeper—the 
peace beyond circumstances that Jesus carried to the cross, that Paul knew in a prison 
cell.  I want that kind of peace.  Empower me daily to be mindful of your presence and 
your peace in my life.  Amen.   (From “Grow. Pray. Study.” Weekly Guide By the 
Church of the Resurrection Weekly Guide November 6, 2011) 
 

2. Read the following Scriptures and think about what they say to you about living a life of 
courage and discipline to be free (adapted from GPS Guide, see above): 
Monday—Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35 
These early Christians lived a communal lifestyle, probably as a way of dealing with 
persecution and ostracism.  In our prosperous, tolerant communities, we have other options 
for living out our faith.  In what ways can you live in the first Christians’ spirit, sharing what you 
have so that there can be enough resources for people in need? 
 
Tuesday—Hebrews 11:1-6 
Think about beautiful sights or loving relationships you’ve had.  Can you “prove” beauty or love 
to another person?  Scholar Leon Morris noted, “There are realities for which we have no 
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material evidence, though they are not less real for that.  Faith enables us to know that they 
exist.”  What are one or two intangible realities that enrich your life? 
 
Wednesday—Psalm 112:4-9 
A God-blessed life can sound daunting, yet millions who’ve tried it testify that it isn’t a burden, 
but a gift.  As you use your God-given gifts to serve others in love, your life takes on purpose 
and meaning.  You find fulfillment, one of God’s “present tense” blessings. When have you 
had the joy of sensing God blessing someone else through you? 
 
Thursday—I Corinthians 12:12-26 
Mutual support is a main reason for being God’s family, not just a side benefit.  God gave 
respect to the body’s less visible parts “so that there won’t be division in the body and so the 
parts might have mutual concern for each other (verse 25).  Can you recognize when you 
need love and support from other Christians, and accept as well as give it? 
 
Friday—Philippians 2:1-11 
Does “with humility think of others as better than yourselves” (verse 3) mean we should think 
ourselves worse than others?  The Message gives a clearer sense of Paul’s intent:  “Don’t be 
obsessed with getting your own advantage.  Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping 
hand.”  How can you live this in business?  At church?  In school settings?  At home?  Sports?  
In any area where rivalry with others disrupts your peace? 
 
Saturday—Philippians 4:6-13 
It’s worth recalling Paul’s situation as he wrote (or probably dictated) these lovely words.  He 
was in a dark, dismal Roman dungeon (see Philippians 1:12-14).  Prayer and trust, the 
discipline to focus on the good, and a kind of relentless contentment were how God gave him 
power to endure even humiliation, pain and awful conditions.  How can you more mindfully 
accept these gifts from God in your life, so that in all circumstances you can find contentment, 
blessedness and peace? 

 
  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  

  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

For Families   
One of the most important ways we can grow in our relationship with money is by having 
family money conversations. Discuss one or more of these questions as a family this week. 
See “Family Money Talks” at http://www.sharesavespend.com/ 
 
Create a family giving chain.  Cut several sheets of colored construction paper into strips.  

Every week, give each family member one strip of paper.  Have each person write his or her name on 
the paper strip and one way he or she served tor gave to others that week.  From the first slip into a 
circle and staple or tape the ends together.  Then add to that circle by connecting the strips together 
to create a chain.  At the end of each month, review the acts of giving your family has shared in.  
Thank God for the privilege of giving to others. 

Want to Go Deeper?   

Go deeper by using the GPS Grow. Pray. Study. Weekly Guide for this from the Church of 
the Resurrection. You can find it here by scrolling to download resources and downloading 
the GPS Guide and/or Small Group Guide.  
https://cor.org/leawood/sermons?q=More+than+Enough#d/sermon/761/cor_l 
 

http://www.sharesavespend.com/
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