
Week of Sunday, April 23, 2018 

 Financial Peace and You:  

The Courage and Discipline to be Free 

 
 

Reflection 

Spend some time with God reflecting on your wholeness journey. Journal, draw, color, discuss or just 

think about your response to the questions below. Open yourself up to God’s spirit and God’s still 

small voice this week. 

Focus Scripture:  Luke 8:4-8 

4 When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to him, he said in a 

parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was 

trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered 

for lack of moisture. 7 Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 8 Some 

fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, “Let 

anyone with ears to hear listen!” 

 

1) As you read this week’s focus scripture what words or phrases stand out for you? 

 

 
2) As you reflect on this scripture reading and/or your worship experience today, what do you feel 

God is saying to you? 

 

 

Next Faith Step on Your Journey   

There are many opportunities to take that next step.  Consider the following, pray and choose at least 

one that is yours to do: 

1. Pray this prayer this week each day. How do you feel by the end of the week? What reflects 

have you had on your money habits?  

 

Dear God, there’s so much fear today.  In this global community, what touches any part 
of the world seems to affect us all.  Please set me free from fear, so that I can live a life 
based on your principles and trusting in your promises.  Help me to use my influence, 
not to spread more fear, but to be a voice that bears witness to your love and the 
positive quality of life you offer.  Give me eyes to see how you provide me with more 
than enough. (From “Grow. Pray. Study.” Weekly Guide By the Church of the 
Resurrection Weekly Guide October 30, 2011) 
 

2. Read the following Scriptures and think about what they say to you about living a life of 
courage and discipline to be free (adapted from GPS Guide, see above): 
Monday—Deuteronomy 8:10-18 
These verses looked forward to a time when Israel would feel settled, well-off and at ease with 
their way of life.  In the midst of uncertain economic times, what can help you to remember the 
Lord your God both in times of abundance as well as in times of scarcity? 
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Tuesday—I Kings 17:8-16 
The widow in this text was resigned to starvation.  Yet based only on God’s promise, she 
shared her meager amount of bread.  Who has conveyed the message of God’s providence to 
you?  How can you share this life-giving message with someone else? 
 
Wednesday—Mark 12:41-44 
In Jesus’ day, “giving” was a public spectacle, driven mainly by “what others think of me.”  
Jesus focused on one person who gave out of a totally different interior place.  As you 
consider your resources, and ask God to guide your giving in the coming year, what are the 
main motives and concerns that you are focused on? 
 
Thursday—Luke 12:13-21 
A man asked Jesus to help him get what he saw as his fair share of an estate.  Jesus’ wry 
story said that, when we die, the things we flight so hard for do us no more good.  We are 
captive to what our earth-bound senses take in, unless we “see” beyond created things to the 
Creator.  How do you focus on the riches that last for eternity? 
 
Friday—James 4:13-5:9 
Contrast the proudly self-sufficient attitude seen in 4:13-17 with the patient trust in God laid out 
in 5:7-9.  How do we take things for granted that we’ve got our future “all under control”?  In 
what ways does doing our best and trusting God to give us an eternal future form a stronger 
foundation for a healthy life? 
 
Saturday—Matthew 19:16-30 
This story poses a question many of us would rather not grapple with:  “Which of my 
possessions, if any, are so precious to me that I’d choose them over Jesus?”  Courageously 
wrestle through it to set you free!  How will you strengthen your trust in God and faithfully use 
your earthly possessions? 

 
  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  

  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

For Families   
One of the most important ways we can grow in our relationship with money is by having 
family money conversations. Discuss one or more of these questions as a family this week. 
See “Family Money Talks” at http://www.sharesavespend.com/ 
 
As a family, choose something you will do without for a period of time.  You might choose 

dessert, TV time, shopping, cell phones or something else.  Decide how long you will commit to living 
without this thing.  Choose something that is more positive spiritually to substitute for the time or thing 
you have given up. 
 
For example, if you give up TV time, practice hospitality by inviting friends over for a family game 
night.  If you give up dessert, save the money you would have used and give it to an offering at 
church.  Add more prayer time in place of shopping or visit neighbors instead of texting. 
 
How might these new practices shape your sense of giving to others?  Ask God for guidance and 
grace. 

Want to Go Deeper?   

Go deeper by using the GPS Grow. Pray. Study. Weekly Guide for this from the Church of 
the Resurrection. You can find it here by scrolling to download resources and downloading 
the GPS Guide and/or Small Group Guide.  
https://cor.org/leawood/sermons?q=More+than+Enough#d/sermon/760/cor_l 

http://www.sharesavespend.com/
https://cor.org/leawood/sermons?q=More+than+Enough#d/sermon/760/cor_l

