
Week of Sunday, October 29, 2017 

Love God with Your Strength:  Vocation 
Reflection 

Spend some time with God reflecting on your wholeness journey. Journal, draw, color, discuss or just think 

about your response to the questions below. Open yourself up to God’s spirit and God’s still small voice this 

week. 

Focus Scripture:  Mark 14:3-9 

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head.  
But some where there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way?  Fore this 
ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.”  And 
they scolded her.  But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her?  She has performed a good service for 
me.  For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you 
will not always have me.  She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.  
Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in 
remembrance of her.”   
 

1) As you read this week’s focus scripture what words or phrases stand out for you? 
 
 
 

2) As you reflect on this scripture reading and/or your worship experience today, what do you feel God is 
saying to you? 

 

 Next Faith Step on Your Journey 

In her sermon, Pastor Susan shared the following quote from Brother Lawrence:  

 
 
What step will you take this week in the “little things” (at home, school, work) where you will practice God’s 

presence and love more fully?   

 

Check off the days this week that you attempt or complete your faith step: 

  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  

  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 



Week of Sunday, October 29, 2017 

 

 
For Families:  Spend time this week on at least one of the following: 

 Parents—read this article entitled: The Rule of Family Faith:  Practicing the Presence of God in Our 
Outward Lives:  http://discoverarchive.vanderbilt.edu/bitstream/handle/1803/3239/Miller-
McLemoreRuleofFamilyFaith1.2_2007.pdf?sequence=1 

 Share a Bible verse and memorize it together as a family.  Here are a few suggestions: 
I Corinthians 10:31  “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 
Philippians 4:4  “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 
I John 4:7-8  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 

 Take a family walk together.  Look around and enjoy God’s creation together. Share positive messages with 
and about your children. 

 Watch less TV.  Talk more! 
 

REMEMBER:  Parents are the best teachers of faith with their children!  What are they learning from you about loving and 
others? 

One More Step in Spiritual Practice! 
http://www.davidsantistevan.com/practice-gods-presence/ 
5 Tips for Practicing the Presence of God 
 

1. Begin your day with intentionality.  It’s been proven that your morning routine sets the tone for the 
rest of the day.  Rather than being stressed and rushing around, begin your day with God.  Start with a 
prayer, “God, this day is from you and for you.  Use me to bring glory to Your name.” 

2. Turn complaints into cries of praise.  When you find yourself complaining, train yourself to praise 
instead.  Rather than focusing on what’s wrong with your situation, find something you can be grateful 
for.   

3. Turn suffering into surrender.  There’s nothing that rocks the boat more than a prolonged season of 
intense suffering.  Press into a deeper place of worship.  Draw closer to Jesus. 

4. Turn the mundane into a holy moment.  There are mindless moments to your day.  Boring tasks at 
work.  Routines you could perform with your eyes closed.  Rather than just “getting it done,” invite 
God into your experience.  Use boredom as a catalyst for worship. 

5. Lead yourself in worship.  When you’re alone or with a group of friends, maintain a sensitivity to God 
that allows you to worship with abandon.  Don’t ever hold back. 

 
PRACTICING THE PRESENCE OF GOD CAN BECOME A HABIT FOR YOU!  And remember…thoughts become 
words…words become actions…actions become habits…and habits become your character!  Let’s love God 
with all our strength by cultivating the character of God through the habit of Practicing God’s Presence! 
 

Want to Go Deeper?  Here are some resources you might want to check out: 
1. How to do a Daily Review—check out “The Daily Examen” at 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen.  This will take you step-by 

step in a practice that will help you to bring your whole self to God in prayer and reflection. 

2. Read a Book:  Practicing the Presence of God FREE e-book:  
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/5657 

3. ¨Join a Faith Group.  Faith Groups are small groups of our church family and friends that meet to 

learn and grow in their faith together.  We currently have 13 Faith Groups that are open to you…and we can 
start more!  Check out the church newsletter to see when and where our small groups are meeting 
https://florencechristian.org/publication/florence-christian-september-2017/ 
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