
Week of Sunday, January 21, 2018 

Justice and Reconciliation 
Reflection 

Spend some time with God reflecting on your wholeness journey. Journal, draw, color, discuss or just think 

about your response to the questions below. Open yourself up to God’s spirit and God’s still small voice this 

week. 

Focus Scripture:  Micah 6:1-8  (The Message) 

The Indictment of the LORD 

6 Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 

3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
    How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
    Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
    and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 

What Does the LORD Require? 

6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 

1) As you read this week’s focus scripture what words or phrases stand out for you? 
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2) As you reflect on this scripture reading and/or your worship experience today, what do you feel God is 
saying to you? 
 

3) During the sermon time, FCC ministry partner Beth Silvers spoke about justice, both as an attorney in the 
American judicial system and as a person of faith.  She said,  
 

“I think the American system of justice is fundamentally about recognizing every person’s inherent 
dignity.”  Laws are in place to preserve the dignity and value of all persons…even the accused.  “When I 
think about what the justice concept means as people of faith…to me… it means taking that idea of 
dignity and worth...to a place of seeing the presence of God in every person.  And that requires a lot 
more of us than our justice system requires….That doesn’t mean all day and night, every day, that we 
stress about all the conflicts and problems around us.  I think it does mean that we each have a role to 
play in bringing about justice by treating everyone as extensions of ourselves and our Creator…and 
having a sense that all the time we belong to each other.” 

       What do you think about this understanding of justice?  How does it challenge you as a person of faith? 

 

4) During the sermon time, FCC ministry partner Jonni Lynch spoke about a personal experience with a 
Guatemalan friend whose son was picked up in an ICE raid in Northern Kentucky.  She described how she, 
along with another person, made the decision to help get the boy out of detention, which involved putting 
herself at potential risk.  She said,  
 

“As a Disciple of Christ, it won’t always be easy, but it is this simple.  We are commanded to act in love, 
even if it makes us do the work that frightens us, or makes us question our beliefs and even yes, at 
times, our laws.” 
 

What do you think about this understanding of Jesus’ great commandment?  How does it challenge you as   
a person of faith? 

 

Next Faith Step on Your Journey   

There are many opportunities to take that next step.  Consider the following, pray and choose at least one that 

is yours to do: 

 Form faith by educating yourself.  Explore more about “justice” issues encountered in our society 

today.  Check this link out for twelve books that will help you understand more about Justice as it 

relates to our Christian faith:  https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/books/12-books-every-social-

justice-advocate-should-read.  Choose one and get started! 

 Lend your voice in advocating for those who need help by contacting legislators, marching, getting 

informed, being a part of a group or cause that is addressing the need. 

 Serve boldy through helping organize and bringing awareness to social justice issues in our 

community and world.  Contact one of the pastors if God is leading you to explore this ministry. 

Check off the days this week that you attempt or complete your faith step: 

  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  

  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 
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For Families Spend time this week on at least one of the following or make plans to do one when it is 
warmer or nicer weather: 

  

 Read the following article to get some great ideas for teaching your children the 
difference between “charity” and “social justice”.  There’s an activity link that you can do 
together, along with specific things you can do:  
http://www.thebarefootmommy.com/2017/03/social-justice-kids-service/ 
 

 Include the poor, those who look different, and the marginalized in your daily prayers with your 
children.   
 

 REMEMBER:  Parents are the best teachers of faith with their children!  What are they learning from 
you about loving and others? 

 

Want to Go Deeper?  Here are some resources you might want to check out: 

1. Get involved in one of our Outreach ministries!  For more information, check out our website 
link:  https://florencechristian.org/local/ or call the church office for more opportunities. 

 

2. Read a Book, watch videos individually or with a group:  Watch this video and consider reading 
the book Gracism.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEG-TUy0Fqo 

 

3. Start Becoming a Good Samaritan by Michael Seaton.  https://www.studygateway.com/watch/start-
becoming-a-good-samaritan 

 

 

4. Join a Faith Group.  Faith Groups are small groups of our church family and friends that meet 
to learn and grow in their faith together.  We currently have 13 Faith Groups that are open to 
you…and we can start more!  Check out the church newsletter to see when and where our 
small groups are meeting https://florencechristian.org/publication/florence-christian-
september-2017/ 
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