
Week of Sunday, September 17, 2017 

Reflection 

Spend some time with God reflecting on your wholeness journey.  Journal, draw, color, discuss or just 

think about your response to the questions below.  Open yourself up to God’s spirit and God’s still 

small voice this week. 

 

Focus Scripture:  Luke 9:51-56 

 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  And he sent 

messengers ahead of him.  On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for 

him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.  When his disciples 

James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven 

and consume them?”  But he turned and rebuked them.  Then they went on to another village. 
 

 

1) As you read this week’s focus scripture and/or reflect on your worship experience, what do you 

feel Jesus is saying to his disciples?  What do you feel Jesus saying to you? 

 

 

 

 

2) As you think about “A Messy Spirituality”, in what areas do you need to open your life more 

fully to God?  Where are the “messy places” that you think may need redeeming? 

 

 

 

 

Next Faith Step on Your Journey to Wholeness 

 

In her sermon, Pastor Susan quoted Mike Yaconelli who said, “Spirituality is not a formula.  It’s not 

a test.  It’s a relationship.  Spirituality is not about competency; it’s about intimacy.  Spirituality 

is not about perfection; it’s about connection.  They way of the spiritual life begins where we 

are now in the message of our lives.”   

 

What does spirituality mean to you?  Where are you being challenged to explore your spiritual 

relationship with God more fully?  Name one thing you can do this week to deepen your 

connection with God. 

 

 

Check off the days this week that you attempt or complete your faith step: 

  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  

  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 



Week of Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 

For Families:  Spend time this week on at least one of the following: 

 

 At dinner, talk about your highs and lows.  Remind children that God cares about 

everything and there is nothing we cannot bring to God.  Pray for one another and give 

God thanks that God is always with us in everything. 

 

 Make a mosaic.  As you create your mosaic, talk with your children about how God uses the 

messy and broken pieces of our lives to make a beautiful picture of God’s love.  For ideas, 

see:  https://www.thespruce.com/mosaic-projects-1252825 

 

REMEMBER:  Parents are the best teachers of faith with their children!  What are they learning from 

you about loving God with all your soul? 

 

One More Step in Spiritual Practice! 

Each day this week, look at the following stories in the Bible.  Consider the characters and in what 

ways their lives are a “mess.”  How does God work in the midst of their “messy spirituality”?   

 

 Noah—Genesis 6-9 (but read Gen. 9:20-21) 

 David—II Samuel 11 

 Abraham—Genesis 12:11-13; 20:1-2, 5 

 Woman at the Well—John 4 

 Peter—Luke 22:54-62 

 Zacchaeus—Luke 10:1-10 

 Thief on the cross beside Jesus—Luke 23:39-43 

 

Prayer (from A Messy Spirituality): 

Jesus, I’m a mess.  I’m not the person I long to be.  Help me to be honest about my 

shortcomings as well as my gifts and to seek your presence within all that I am.  Amen 

 

Want to Go Deeper?  Here are some resources you might want to check out: 

1. How to do a Daily Review—check out “The Daily Examen” at 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen.  This will take you step-

by-step in a practice that will help you to bring your whole self to God in prayer and 

reflection. 

2. Read a Book:  A Messy Spirituality by Michael Yaconelli https://www.amazon.com/Messy-

Spirituality-Mike-Yaconelli/dp/0310277302 

3. Join a Faith Group.  Faith Groups are small groups of our church family and friends that 

meet to learn and grow in their faith together.  We currently have 13 Faith Groups that 

are open to you…and we can start more!  Check out the church newsletter to see when 

and where our small groups are meeting 

https://florencechristian.org/publication/florence-christian-september-2017/ 
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