
Week of Sunday, August 27, 2017 

Reflection 

Spend some time with God reflecting on your wholeness journey. Journal, draw, color, discuss or just 

think about your response to the questions below. Open yourself up to God’s spirit and God’s still 

small voice this week. 

Focus Scripture:  John 14:15-21 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 

in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those 

who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  
 

1) As you read this week’s focus scripture and/or reflect on your worship experience today, what 

does the word “obedience” to Jesus’ commands mean for you? 

2) As you think about your relationship with God, in what ways can you more fully obey Jesus’ three 

commands listed below?  Think of at least one action step that you can focus on this week. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 

with all your strength. 

 

Love your neighbor as you love yourself. 

 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

1) Pastor Susan talked about what it means to be an advocate…someone who comes along-side, 

one who listens and loves others by being “with” them.   In her sermon, she reminded us of six 

areas of service where we can serve boldly as advocates in our church’s road-mapping for the 

future.  Pray and ask if God might be calling you to be an advocate through one of these 

ministries, and talk with one of the pastors about your response to Jesus’ command to be 

obedient to loving others as you have been loved! 
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Week of Sunday, August 27, 2017 

Next Faith Step on Your Journey 

In her sermon, Pastor Susan said, “When I die…what I want people to say about me is this...”  When you 

come to the end of your life on earth, what do you want people to say about you?  Take some time to consider 

your goals for your life.  Write them down.  Think of how they line up with Jesus’ commands.   

 

Prayer:  Suscipe 

St. Ignatius of Loyola For musical version, www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5UPWplxhVU 

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, 

my memory, my understanding, 

and my entire will, 

All I have and call my own. 

You have given all to me. 

To you, Lord, I return it. 

Everything is yours; do with it what you will. 

Give me only your love and your grace, 

that is enough for me. 

For Families: 

 

Play “Simon Says”.  After playing the game, read these verses from John 14 (The Message): 

If you love me, show it by doing what I’ve told you.  I will talk to the Father, and he’ll provide you 

another Friend so that you will always have someone with you.  This Friend is the Spirit of Truth.   

The person who knows my commandments and keeps them, that’s who loves me.  And the person who loves me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and make myself plain to him. 

Questions: 

1. How will others know that we love God? (By obeying Jesus’ commands) 

2. What are Jesus’ commands? (See above) 

3. What are some ways that we can show our love for God? 

 

Look forward. What is the next step in your journey? Write down one, simple concrete thing you can do this 

week. It can be a repeat of last week’s faith step. If last week’s didn’t fit, try something else.  

 

Check off the days this week that you attempt or complete your faith step: 

  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  

  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 

Want to Go Deeper?  Here are some resources you might want to check out: 

1. How to do a Daily Review—check out “The Daily Examen” at 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen.  This will take you step-by-step 

in a practice that will help you to bring your whole self to God in prayer and reflection. 

 

2. Read a Book—check out Paul W. Meier’s little book, How to Love the Lord Your God With All 

Your Heart and Change Your Life Forever.  You can order it at smile.amazon.com 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5UPWplxhVU
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen
smile.amazon.com

