
TABLE TALK—August 12, 2018 
Here are some questions to continue reflection on today’s sermon.  Share with 

your family, small group, or personal quiet time with God. 
 

This week, Pastor Susan discussed the importance of discerning together, both as we 
are making individual decisions as well as the decisions we make as a group.  Here are 
some follow up questions you might consider: 
 

If I am Seeking Help 
 How do I go about preparing the presentation of my problem?  (That is, did I make an 

outline list chronologically the significant events, bring any relevant documents to share 
with other?) 
 

 To what degree am I open about revealing my feelings about what happened, without 
exhibitionism? 

 

 How have I prepared myself to be ready to listen while remembering that I must stay free 
and responsible for the decision to come?  (What was my reaction last time I was offered 
a suggestion or was asked a question I did not like?) 

 

The Group Members 
 How do I respect confidentiality? 
 

 How do I demonstrate my attitude of respect for the one who is talking?  (That is, how do 
I ask questions?  How do I make suggestions? 

 

 How do I show that I have understood the facts that have been reported and the feelings 
that have been expressed? 

 

 Where, in my listening, have I made a space to consider the values of the person who is 
speaking, his or her stage in journeying with God? 

 

 How seriously do I pray about the process? 
 

 Am I aware and grateful that it is a privilege and a grace to be asked to help someone 
else? 

 

Discerning for a Common Decision 
 How often have we practiced individual discernment before facing a common decision? 

 

 How do we deal with conflicting ideas, feelings, and personalities? 
 

 How long do we need to verify whether we have the same starting point? 
 

 How often, in our deliberations, have we gone back to our common goal, values and 
faith?  Our vision and “mission”? 

 



 What safeguards have we adopted to protect each individual’s freedom (from politics, 
intrigue, coalitions, and so on)?  How often do we pray individually and together about 
the process? 

 

 What procedure do we follow when we select an outside expert? 
 

 How do we integrate what the expert offers into our common-goal values, faith—“vision” 
and “mission”? 

 

For All 
 What about the poor? 

 

 
Resource:  Pierre Wolfe, Discernment:  The Art of Choosing Well 


