
 

Resource:  Grow. Study. Pray.  The Church of 

the Resurrection—Weekly Guide—Nov/22/15-

11/28/15 

May 5, 2019      

Your Money and Your Life: “Planning for 

the Fourth Quarter” Scripture: Genesis 

12:1-4  

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. I will 

make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you, and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  So Abram went, as the Lord had told 

him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy- five years old when he departed from Haran.    

MONDAY May 6, 2019                                                 

Joseph helped Egypt be as wise as…ants      Genesis 41:25-36, Proverbs 6:6-11  

Joseph, a great Hebrew ancestor, led Egypt to save 20% of each good year’s harvest as a 

food reserve to use in a future famine. This was an early example of “living beneath your 

means.” When the famine hit, “the first recorded rationing in history was a hit” (as Andrew 

Lloyd Webber put it in Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat). Later, Israel’s wisdom sages 

saw the same kind of wisdom Joseph showed as they watched ants “planning” and saving for 

the future —unlike some humans.  

• We don’t know much detail about the Egyptian Pharaoh’s financial advisers. But the 

Genesis story suggests that he found Joseph’s “let’s save for the future” advice so wise 

and original that he put this former prisoner in charge of nearly everything in Egypt. Who (if 

anyone) has influenced you to choose to handle your finances with the long view in mind, 

rather than simply spending “as if there is no tomorrow”?  

• Proverbs addressed its ant “parable” to a “lazy person.” It may be that the sages had in 

mind, not only the physically lazy person who didn’t want to do any hard work, but also the 

mentally lazy person who hadn’t thought through the long-term consequences of his short 

term choices. How, in both dimensions, are you allowing Biblical wisdom to shape the kinds 

of choices you make? (If you think you need help with this, check out www.cor.org/fpu).   

 

Prayer: Lord God, when Paul described the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5, he listed both 

“generosity” and “self-control.” Help me keep growing in both of those qualities, planning wisely 

(yet not obsessively) for the future. Amen.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+41%3A25-36&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+6%3A6-11+&version=NIV
http://www.cor.org/fpu
http://www.cor.org/fpu


TUESDAY May 7, 2019 

A “fool” who planned only for earthly retirement    Luke 12:13-21  

Jesus used this parable, with the startling statement that “One’s life isn’t determined by one’s 

possessions,” to get his hearers (and us) to think about how far ahead our life plans reach. For 

the rich man storing his large crop, the sad answer was, “Not nearly far enough.” Being 

preoccupied with death is not healthy, but neither is denying reality. This life, and any material 

possessions we enjoy in it, will end. Only God can (and does) offer us eternity.  

• This conversation began with a man asking Jesus to tell his brother to give him a bigger 

share of an inheritance. It ended with Jesus speaking sadly of “those who hoard things for 

themselves and aren’t rich toward God.” Have you ever found your attention to material 

goods blotting out relational or spiritual concerns? What helps you to make reasonable 

provision for material needs without letting your stuff “own” you, instead of the reverse?   

• Imagine that the well-to-do farmer in this parable (or someone like him today) said to you, 

“My life seems kind of hollow and empty, in spite of all my wealth. I’d like to find greater 

peace and satisfaction—what do you think I should do?” How would you answer—what 

might that person do to become “rich toward God”? In what ways are you seeking to build 

that kind of eternal wealth?  

 

Prayer: Lord of all, your ways and wisdom can make this life better, but you called me to look 

beyond this limited span. Teach me how to live a life that is rich toward you. Amen.    

 

WEDNESDAY May 8, 2019 

Plan—but don’t worry     Matthew 6:25-34  

We sometimes read this passage as though Jesus condemned planning. No—using hyperbole  

(exaggeration to make a point, as in “That bag weighs a ton”), Jesus was warning against 

worry.  

He promised that if we make it our highest purpose and priority to “desire first and foremost 

God’s kingdom,” then God will work with us to attend to the other needs we face—and to help 

us distinguish “needs” from “wants.”   

• Advancing age often changes what we can do. The Bible’s only specific reference to 

retirement (Numbers 8:23-26) exempted Levites age 50 and older from the heavy physical 

work of tearing down and carrying the Tabernacle in the wilderness (defined in Numbers 4). 

It implied, though, that they would remain involved in other kinds of service. Have you had 

to alter any of your service involvements yet? Have you thought about how you may serve 

if/when age makes some of your current commitments unworkable?  

• Jesus was about 2,000 years ahead of modern research when he said, “Who among you 

by worrying can add a single moment to your life?” (verse 27) Today we have lots of 

research showing that worry shortens our lives. Yet we keep on worrying—sometimes we 

even worry about how much worrying we do! How can you plan for the future without 

worrying about it? (For help in planning without worrying, go to www.cor.org/crossroads.)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A13-21+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34+&version=NIV
http://www.cor.org/crossroads
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• Prayer: Lord Jesus, you modeled a life of peace and trust. Help me to keep learning how to 

live a life in which my energy can focus on your purposes rather than my fears. Amen.  

 

 

THURSDAY May 9, 2019 

Paul’s plans for “retirement”   Acts 20:22-35  

Acts recorded the Apostle Paul’s final, emotional talk to church leaders in Ephesus. His words 

show in clear (and challenging) ways how he defined “success,” and was planning for his 

“retirement.” He quoted Jesus in verse 35—the only direct quote from Jesus that is not in the 

four gospels. Paul’s “retirement plan” envisioned serving others, and spending the time when 

his earthly work was done in God’s kingdom, not here.  

• Paul was going to Jerusalem to deliver a gift of funds he’d collected from Gentile Christians 

for Jewish Christians facing hardships. Think of a time when you gave something with an 

open heart (e.g. money, your time, a caring ear to someone hurting, etc.). Then recall a 

time when you bought an item you really wanted for yourself. Compare the two 

experiences. How lasting was the joy and well-being in each case?  

• As he left this group of church leaders, Paul said, “I’m turning you over to God, our 

marvelous God whose gracious Word can make you into what he wants you to be and give 

you everything you could possibly need” (verse 32, The Message). In what ways has your 

perspective on your “needs” and “wants” changed since you’ve opened your life to Jesus?  

List for yourself some examples of how what you value has shifted over time.  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your servant Paul knew that life is not about “silver, gold, or clothing” 

nearly as much as it’s about “helping the weak.” Infuse my life with that same wisdom and 

understanding. Amen.   

 

FRIDAY May 10, 2019 

Living free of care—because God cares   

1 Peter 5:2-7  

Peter wrote a stirring call for all of God’s people. He had learned the hard way how vital it is to 

bring all our anxieties to God in trusting prayer. He had seen the risen Lord, victorious over 

death after terrible suffering. He called all, leaders and followers, to live with humility before 

God and toward one another. If humbling yourself triggers feelings of fear in you, you can trust 

your anxieties to God, “because he cares about you.”  

• The CEB Study Bible noted that “Humility was most often associated with status categories 

(humble versus high status). It wasn’t considered a virtue in Greek and Roman circles. 

Peter’s encouragement, then, goes against cultural expectations.” Down deep, under 

certain behavioral veneers, does our culture consider humility a virtue? How easy or hard 

do you find it to humble yourself with other people, and with God?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A22-35+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+5%3A2-7+&version=NIV


• When you think about the future, whether that future is distant and abstract at your stage of 

life or whether it seems to be “right around the corner,” what are some of the questions that 

trigger anxiety in your heart? What does it mean (or what would it mean) for you to “throw 

all your anxiety” onto God? How deeply are you able to believe that, at every stage of life, 

God cares for you? In what parts of life, if any, is it still hard for you to trust that?  

Prayer: All-seeing God, you know the things that worry or scare me. Thank you that you 

are willing to take my anxieties from me. Help me learn how to give them to you. Amen.  

 

SATURDAY May 11, 2019   

“A good foundation for the future” 1 Timothy 6:17-19  

 

The apostle Paul saw people lose faith when money was their life’s highest goal. He urged  

Timothy to “run away” from a life that placed primary hope on finances. Instead, he called 

Timothy and the members of his congregation to a different view of retirement planning. He 

said actively pursuing “righteousness, holy living, faithfulness, love, endurance, and 

gentleness” was the best way to lay a good foundation for the future. That choice would enable 

them to take hold of “what is truly life.”  

• So much around us, including some approaches to retirement, tries to entice us to love 

money. As scholar N. T. Wright said, "Every advertisement, every other television program, 

many movies and most political manifestos are designed, by subtle and not-so-subtle ways, 

to make us say, ‘If only I had just a bit more money, then I would be content.'" What steps 

can you take today to resist the temptation to look to money for happiness, fulfillment, and 

ultimate security? What are the main drivers of the way you live your life? What kind of 

outcome to your life do you most wish to avoid? What life goal are you pursuing with all 

your might?  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for being my ultimate mentor, guide, and accountability partner. 

Teach me to value what you value, to take hold of what is truly life. Amen.  

Family Activity: Encourage your family to give thanks daily to God for your many 

blessings. Read Psalm 100. Create a Thanksgiving collage. Gather a piece of colored 

poster board, some magazines, a few markers and some glue or tape. Invite everyone to 

draw pictures and write words representing what they are thankful for on the poster board. 

Add some cut-outs from magazines, too. Consider leaving some blank spaces so family 

members can add onto it through the week. Write a verse or two of Psalm 100 on the poster 

board. Each day, take a moment to give thanks to God for all your blessings and celebrate 

every moment!  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A17-19+&version=NIV

