
 

TABLE TALK  Sunday, April 28, 2019  

 

 In the Garden “In the Beginning: The 

Garden of Eden” Scripture: Genesis 1  

Resource:  Grow. Study. Pray.  The Church 

of the Resurrection—Weekly Guide—July 9-

16, 2017 

In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth. Now the earth was formless 

and empty, darkness was over the surface of 

the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be 

light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good… Then God said, “Let us make 

humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion… So God 

created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion… I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 

was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  

MONDAY 4.29.19 

God made a good world   Genesis 1:1-13  

This is the start of the first of two creation stories found in Genesis. The writer(s) wrote 

poetically, and Hebrew priests may well have used the story in worship. Many of Israel’s 

neighbors in the ancient Near-Eastern world had their own creation stories, but the Jewish 

account was the only one that saw creation as fundamentally good. Later that goodness was 

lost through bad human choices, but the world came spotless from God’s hand, good from its 

origin.  

• Dr. Stuart Briscoe wrote that while Genesis 1 “raises many unanswered questions about 

how [God] created, it provides many answers to questions about who did the creating.” * 

How does it shape your perception of your life’s meaning to believe that God created all 

that is, rather than that the universe “just happened” as a cosmic coincidence?  

• Some Christians tend to view the physical creation as negative, from which only death 

frees us. This view of creation grew from Greek philosophies like Plato’s, imported into the 

church through false teachers known as Gnostics. Jesus rose from the dead, not as a 

disembodied spirit, but with a transformed body (cf. Luke 24:38-43, John 20:26-27). How 

do you understand the Bible’s promise of eternity as “a new heaven and a new earth” 

(Revelation 21:1), in which Jesus says “I’m making all things new” (Revelation 21:5)?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-13+&version=NIV


 

• Prayer: Dear God, before anything else existed, Genesis said, you were there. You set it 

all in motion. Thank you for still creating, for being the God of new beginnings and fresh 

starts in my life. Amen.  
* D. Stuart Briscoe, The Preacher’s Commentary Series, Volume 1: Genesis. Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, 1987, p. 25.  

 

TUESDAY 4.30.19 

 

God filled the world with life   Genesis 1:14-25   

Notice the poetic symmetry of this Genesis story. On Day 4, God “populated” the heavens with 

the sun and moon, after creating day and night (without the sun) on Day 1. On Day 5, God 

populated the sea and the dome of the sky that came into being on Day 2. Day 6 brought 

creatures to live on the dry land, whose separation from the waters was the main feature of 

Day 3’s creative work.  

• This story came from a time when many people deified the sun, moon, stars and other 

natural objects. (Some scholars believe Genesis 1:14, 16 said “lights” rather than “moon” 

and “sun” because other peoples saw those heavenly bodies as gods.) What would this 

passage have said to sun and moon worshippers? Do you know any people who “worship” 

(informally if not formally) certain natural things instead of God? What value do you find in 

worshipping a personal, creative God rather than making a god of the sun, moon or stars?  

• Israel’s neighbors worshiped (and feared) the forces of nature as gods. Genesis said God 

was before nature, and held ultimate sway over its forces. In a world haunted by tornados, 

thunderstorms, earthquakes and drought, how can it give you hope to trust that God is 

bigger than any of those forces? Can you trust that God’s redeeming love reaches beyond 

anything natural forces might do to us?  

 

Prayer: Lord God, Genesis said that into the darkness, you sent light. When fear darkens my 

mind, help me trust your creative power to make all things right (ultimately), even if they do not 

seem all right (here and now). Amen.  

WEDNESDAY 5.1.19 

God completed the creation     Genesis 1:26 , 2:3  

Genesis said humans are God’s beloved children, created in God’s image. This is clearer 

when we compare the Bible to creation stories from the Mesopotamian countries around Israel. 

In them, frightening, selfish gods fought one another, and made human beings to be their 

slaves. In Genesis, God created human beings in God’s own image, and made them for a 

loving relationship!  

• What key message(s) do you find in the poetic lines of Genesis 1:27: “So God created 

human beings in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A14-25++&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A3+&version=NIV


created them”? What does this tell you about yourself and your worth? If God created both 

male and female “in God’s own image,” what does that tell you about God?   

• The primeval story in Genesis 2:2-3 said that rest as well as work is a part of the rhythm of 

life as God created it. In what ways does this message speak to our driven, Type A, 24/7 

world? Does it speak to your lifestyle? Do you rest? Enough? If so, how? If not, what blocks 

are keeping you from living into this healthy rhythm?  

 

Prayer: Dear God, before anything else existed, Genesis said, you were there. You set it all in 

motion, and gave us a model of rest as well as work. Help me learn how to give up trying to 

control everything, and to rest in your care. Amen.  

 

THURSDAY 5.2.19   

Praising the Creator’s goodness and power   Psalm 19:1-4, 33:6-9, 12-15   

 

Owen Gingerich, Emeritus Professor of Astronomy at Harvard, wrote: “Rather than believe that 

the universe is simply meaningless, a macabre joke, I would prefer to accept a universe 

created with intention and purpose by a loving God, and perhaps created with just enough 

freedom that conscience and responsibility are part of the mix…. the elements are just right, 

the environment is fit for life, and slowly life forms have populated the earth.” * His careful 

teacher’s prose echoed the poetry of the ancient psalmists.  

• Copernicus, Galileo and the Hubbell telescope (with many others) have expanded and 

altered the way we understand our planet and our universe (e.g. we no longer understand 

oceans the way Psalm 33:7 did). Does our increased knowledge of the universe lessen or 

deepen your appreciation and reverence for the Creator’s work?  

• Perhaps drawing on David’s outdoor life as a shepherd, Psalm 19:1, 3 said “Heaven is 

declaring God’s glory…. Of course, there’s no speech, no words—their voices can’t be 

heard—but their sound extends throughout the world.” When has nature spoken most 

powerfully to you of God’s glory, goodness and power? When have you seen nature’s 

ability to “speak” spoiled by human carelessness or greed?  

 

Prayer: O Lord, open my eyes to the signs of your creative power and beauty that can still be 

seen in our world. Fill my heart with wonder at the wisdom and grace reflected in so much I 

can see. Amen.  
* Owen Gingerich, God’s Universe. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 

2006, p. 96-97.  

 

FRIDAY 5.3.19    

“Everything came into being through the Word” John 1:1-5  

 

Many Greek philosophers identified “the Word” (Greek logos) as the great Idea behind the 

universe. The Hebrew Bible began (like John) with “in the beginning,” and said God spoke all 

that is into being. John defined what he meant by “light” more specifically. The person Jesus 

he had seen, heard and known, he said, was the light who broke into the world’s darkness.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A1-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+33%3A6-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+12-15++&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-5+&version=NIV


Coming to earth, Jesus the creator was creating anew.  

• John’s prologue was superb philosophical poetry, expressing a stunning reality John had 

seen and heard. Which is more “true”: a geologist’s precise technical report on the Grand 

Canyon’s sediments and rocks, or a poet’s imagery evoking the Canyon’s grandeur? When 

have you had an experience that took you “out of yourself” or helped you “get in touch” with 

depths in yourself, aware of realities beyond your ordinary day-to-day life?  

• “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light” (verse 5). 

Have there been times when it felt to you as though darkness was trying to put out God’s 

light in your life? In what ways have you learned to nurture your connection with Jesus, so 

that God’s light can keep shining in and through you?  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, what came into being through you was life, was light. Thank you for 

creating new life in me as your light reaches to the dark corners of my being. Amen.  

 

SATURDAY 5.4.19    

Life’s creator became one of us, but only some welcomed him   John 1:9-14  

 

The Message paraphrased the powerful poetry of John 1:12 as “whoever did want him, who 

believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their true selves, 

their child-of-God selves.” John was convinced that in Christ we find our true identity. Jesus, 

who was God, “authorized us” to become God’s children. As we claim and live into that 

identity, we realize more and more that God is on our side, and find that as God’s children we 

live a life increasingly filled with grace and truth.  

• Being born is the way each one of us begins our life in the world. John, taking his cue from 

Jesus (cf. John 3:3-8), said the life Jesus brought is so qualitatively new that it’s like being 

born, this time as a child of God. When did your spiritual journey start? In what ways has 

trusting and following Jesus given you a whole new life? John also knew the sad reality that 

many people, then and now, refused the light Jesus brought into the world. What are some 

of the reasons, external or internal, that people ignore or reject Jesus' light? What helped 

you to overcome those forces in your own life and welcome that life-giving light?  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you wanted so urgently to reach me and give me new life that you came 

from the mists of eternity to live here as a human, to be a part of our history. Help me embody 

and share the good news of your gift of yourself to us. Amen.  

  

Family Activity: Sometime this week, gather your family to spend part of a day or an evening 

outside in God’s creation. Read Genesis 1 and take some time to enjoy all God offers us in 

nature. Breathe in fresh air. Snack on fresh fruits and vegetables. Listen for insects and 

animals. Discover constellations. Feel the grass on your feet or hands. Enjoy one another. If 

you have time, be open to learning about the different aspects of creation. Find a place to hike 

or watch a waterfall. Visit the zoo or aquarium. Dig in the dirt and plant a garden. Give thanks 

to God for the world and for all of God’s creation!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A9-14+&version=NIV


  


