
“Choose Your Own Adventure” 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 4:12-23 

THIS WEEK’S FAMILY ACTIVITY 

God has called each of us to follow and serve him 

in some way. In the Bible, there are many people 

(the Disciples, Paul, Mary Magdalene, Martha and 

more) who received a call to follow God and share 

Jesus with others. Discover how God is calling your family to serve. Draw a picture of a large gift 

on a piece of paper. Invite each person to share pictures or words representing abilities, skills 

and gifts each family member has that could be used to serve and share Jesus with others. Also 

include ways your family has served others in the past. When everyone is finished, discuss what 

theme stands out. Choose one way your family will answer God’s call to serve and select a date 

on your calendar to live it out. Pray and ask God to help you answer God’s call in your lives. 

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide September 14, 2014 

MONDAY  Read: Matthew 4:12-22  

Matthew set the context for much of Jesus’ ministry: he left his hometown of Nazareth (a tiny 

farming village), and based himself in Capernaum, a larger fishing town on the shores of the Sea 

of Galilee. Trade routes often brought Gentiles through Capernaum. Jesus healed and preached 

there, and called fishermen from the area as his first disciples.  

 The gospel of John tells more about how Andrew and Peter came to follow Jesus (see 

John 1:40-42). Matthew emphasized that this was not a part-time interest; “they left their 

nets” wasn’t so much a job change as a life change. When and how did you hear Jesus 

say, “Come, follow me”? How did you respond? How is your life different because of 

following Jesus? 

  Scholar Myron Augsberger wrote of Jesus’ call to “repent,” “It is not first a moral change, 

but is first a change in the orientation of one’s self. Since the development of the science 

of psychology, conversion is understood as a change of identification and self-image, a 

decision to identify our lives with Jesus Christ.” In what ways can efforts to “be good” 

without a change in our inner identity be like putting a Band-Aid on a serious illness? 

What disciplines keep you committed to identifying your whole life with Jesus Christ, 

letting his power transform the inner springs of your being?  

Prayer: Jesus, I know what it is to ‘live in the dark.’ I choose to identify myself with you as Lord of 

my life. Shine your “great light” into my very self–and then out of me to others. Amen. 

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide March 4, 2012 

 



TUESDAY   Read: Acts 7:54-8:3; 9:1-9, 20-22 

A man with the Hebrew name Saul entered the book of Acts as almost a bit player, holding 

other people’s coats. He quickly became prominent as a driven, deadly persecutor of early 

Christians. A stunning encounter with the risen Christ utterly changed his life. Before long, he 

began using his Roman name, Paul (cf. Acts 13:9). He remained passionate and driven, but now 

as a preacher arguing persuasively that Jesus was, in fact, the long-awaited Messiah.  

 In Saul’s background, nearly every person he respected, from the high priest down, 

rejected Jesus and saw Christians as a threat to God’s truth. No wonder he set out, with 

great passion, to destroy a faith he saw as seriously wrong. Did your background and 

training make it easy or hard for you to believe in Jesus? How well are you able to 

understand and relate to people with backgrounds different from yours?  

 Paul did not think his meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus was “just a vision,” an 

illusory, inward incident. He believed he’d met the risen Christ just as “really” as any 

other apostle (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:5-9). At the end of her song “Redeemer,” Nicole C. 

Mullen said, “He lives (I spoke to Him this morning).” How easy or hard do you find it to 

believe Jesus is truly risen and alive? What evidence or experiences most strongly nudge 

you toward sharing Paul’s faith? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you called Saul, and that call changed his life. He went on to change millions 

of lives by his preaching and writing. Give me listening ears and an open heart in this series, so 

that Paul may change my life for the better. Amen. 

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide September 14, 2014 

WEDNESDAY   Read: Matthew 19:16-26 

On the surface, this story seems simple. The rich young man asked Jesus how to find  eternal life, 

but couldn’t bring himself to act on Jesus’ answer. A closer reading suggests the story is less 

about the young man’s wealth per se than about the spiritual condition that led him to cling to 

it. God, Jesus said, can change any heart that is open to God’s call. 

 Jeremiah 31:33 said, “I will put my law on their minds and write it on their hearts.” The 

law was in this young man’s mind ,but didn’t quite reach his heart. Not ready to change, 

he refused Jesus’ call to new priorities. What’s the course of your walk with God: keeping 

the faith’s “laws” of out of duty, out of love for God and others—or not at all? 

  God in the flesh answered this young  man’s questions directly. Not liking the answer, 

he went away sad. How can you discern if an answer is from God? When did you follow 

an answer from God? Did you ever get an answer from God you didn’t like? How can 

trusting God’s grace bring good from even times when you may have turned away? 

Prayer: O God, help me to discern your way and hear your call. Amen.  

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide November 14, 2010 



THURSDAY   Read: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

In what was probably one of his last letters, Paul recalled his days as a persecutor and described 

himself as “the biggest sinner of all.” But he did so, not with self-loathing or despair, but simply 

as a way of bearing witness to the amazing difference God’s mercy had made in his life. “Our 

Lord’s favor poured all over me along with the faithfulness and love that are in Christ Jesus” 

(verse 14). • Paul never forgot who it was who had called him to his ministry: “He [Christ Jesus 

our Lord] appointed me to ministry even though I used to speak against him, attack his people, 

and I was proud.” Do only a few people, who have dramatic experiences like Paul’s on the road 

to Damascus, receive a divine appointment to ministry? Paul didn’t think so. He told the 

Philippians that they were all his “partners in the ministry of the gospel” (Philippians 1:5), and 

urged the Romans to render their “appropriate priestly service” to God by using the gifts God 

had put in each of their lives. In what ways has God appointed you to ministry? How are you 

responding to that appointment? Prayer: Lord Jesus, I may not be “the biggest sinner of all,” but 

I’ve done plenty of things that disappointed you and hurt others. Thank you for showing me 

mercy, and calling me into your service. Amen. 

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide September 14, 2014 

FRIDAY    Read: John 21:15-19 

Three times Peter denied knowing Jesus. His heart must have been aching, eager to reconnect. 

Jesus, a master psychologist, didn’t want that failure to haunt Peter forever. Three times, he 

allowed Peter to affirm his love, deeper and more solid because Jesus forgave him after he 

failed. Then Jesus told him that he would yet have the chance to live out his pledge in John 

13:37 (“I’ll give up my life for you”). With the cost of following clearly in view, Jesus repeated the 

same simple, sweeping call: “Follow me.”  

 Scholar N. T. Wright said, “The three questions correspond to Peter’s three denials. Three 

for completeness, yes, but three also for reminder. The smell of the charcoal fire lingers. 

Peter’s night of agony—and Jesus’ own night of agony—returns. But because of the 

latter, the former can be dealt with.” * What failures might haunt your relationship with 

Jesus? Imagine yourself on that beach with him, by that fire. Hear Jesus ask you, “______, 

do you love me?” Answer, three times, and hear Jesus deal with any barriers that 

separate you.  

 There have been (and are today) brave martyrs, but most Christ-followers through the 

ages have not had to die for their faith. Jesus calls us all to “die” to ways of 

understanding life and faith that do not fit with his life and example. How eager or 

reluctant are you to follow Jesus into changed thoughts and habits that show God’s 

glory to those around you? How can you and God make the most of each day of the rest 

of your life? 



Prayer: Lord Jesus, “Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed by thee or laid 

aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low for thee.” I recite John Wesley’s words at church. 

Please help me to mean them. Amen.  

* N. T. Wright, John for Everyone, part 2. (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004, p. 164.) 

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide September 17, 2017 

SATURDAY   Read: Matthew 9:9-10  

Most Jews in Jesus’ day expected God to send a political and military king, the Messiah, to free 

them violently from Roman occupation. Jesus’ kind of ministry simply didn’t fit. Jesus didn’t see 

Matthew as a traitor and outcast—he saw one of his “sheep” in need of his inclusive love (cf. 

Luke 15:1-7). He called Matthew, and Matthew left behind his predatory, profitable tax collecting 

to follow Jesus. Jesus transformed Matthew from a taker into a giver of salvation who changed 

many lives, particularly by writing the Gospel of Matthew.  

 With whom do you identify in this passage? The outcast Matthew? The 

judgmental Pharisees? The merciful, kind Jesus? Maybe all three at different 

times? How can you grow in your ability to see people not through the filters of 

judgment, prejudice or fear, but through Jesus’ kind, loving, and merciful eyes?  

 At first, this story might look out of place. It falls in a whole section of stories 

about healing miracles. For Matthew, Jesus’ readiness to accept him and his 

friends must have been one of the most healing moments of his life. Have there 

been times when, in big or small ways, you felt despised or rejected? How can 

Jesus’ pattern of extending love and kindness to everyone bring healing to those 

hurting parts of your life? 

Prayer: Lord God, you come to me when I’m busy at my daily tasks, as you came to Matthew. I 

pray that I may always be as ready to respond as he was when your eternal love and compassion 

break into my daily routine. Amen. 

Adopted from Church of the Resurrection GPS Guide June 3, 2018 

 


