
TABLE TALK 
December 30, 2018 

 
FOCUS FOR TODAY 
The First Carols of Christmas “Simeon’s Song” 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:25-32 
 
Monday 12-31-18  Luke 2:21-32 “My eyes have 
seen your salvation” 
Jesus’ parents, devout Jews, followed the laws about a 
newborn (cf. Ex 13:2, 12; Lev 12—Leviticus allowed poor 
Israelites to bring doves instead of a lamb).  Joseph and Mary wouldn’t have known many people in Jerusalem.  It must 
have been unexpected, maybe even alarming, when elderly Simeon came up to them.  In the busy Temple court, while 
others saw only a poor couple with a baby, Simeon recognized Jesus as the Savior.  He praised God, and blessed the 
parents and the baby. 

  Simeon’s words of praise echoed Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6, which said “the servant of the Lord” would be a light to 
the Gentiles.  In a time when even many of Jesus’ followers struggled to accept Gentiles (cf. Acts 11:2-3, 15:1-5), 
what qualities do you think allowed Simeon to see and accept Isaiah’s far-reaching vision?  How can you stay 
open to God’s message and mission, even when it stretches your comfort zone? 

 When Jesus was born, the mighty Roman army firmly controlled Judea, and Israel’s religious leaders quarreled 
and were corrupt at times.  Yet Luke said Simeon lived in hope—he “eagerly anticipated the restoration of Israel.”  
As you look ahead to 2019, how can you nurture a sense of “eager anticipation” about what God is doing, in your 
individual life and in building the Kingdom of Heaven throughout the world? 

Prayer:  Lord, sometimes the pain and sadness in our world can feel overwhelming!  Thank you for coming as light into 
darkness, in my life and the whole world.  Empower me to use my gifts to be light, to push back darkness wherever I can.  
Amen. 

 
Tuesday 1-1-19  Luke 2:33-38  Looking ahead—salvation and grief 
Happy New Year!  On New Year’s Day, most of us spend at least a little time looking ahead, assessing the possibilities 
and challenges we may face in the next 12 months.  When they saw the baby Jesus in the Temple, Simeon and Anna, 
too, were “looking forward” (verse 38).  They felt joy that God was acting in Jesus to bring salvation.  But Simeon was also 
aware that the years ahead would bring pain and rejection as well as the ultimate joy of redemption. 

 Luke called Anna a prophet (verse 36).  “Prophet” meant not so much one who tells the future as one who sees 
present spiritual realities clearly and speaks for God.  When has “confirmation from the body of Christ” (the kind 
Anna gave Joseph and Mary) given you the courage to move forward?  When have you been able to encourage 
another Christ-follower? 

 Simeon warned Mary that she would see many reject Jesus, that pain like a sword would pierce her heart. What 
helps you trust God and live out God’s purposes when it’s not easy or popular?  When has following God brought 
you pain, as well as positive benefits? 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I look forward to the New Year and the challenges it will bring—because you will be with me to 
strengthen and uphold me.  My hope is in you.  Amen. 

 
Wednesday, 1-2-19  Luke 2:39-47  “The child…was filled with wisdom” 
Luke was the only gospel writer to give us even a glimpse into the years of Jesus’ childhood, and it was quite a revealing 
glimpse.  Consider:  how many 12-year-old boys, left to their own devices, would choose to sit in on a discussion led by 
religious teachers?  That Joseph and Mary only looked in the Temple “after three days” (verse 46) suggests that Jesus’ 
fascination with the place came as a surprise even to them. 

  Try to imagine the thoughts and feelings his first Passover festival experience must have triggered in Jesus to 
draw him back to the Temple.  Consider the almost gravitational pull the Temple and its teachers exercised on 
him.  What light does this cast on your understanding of the mystery that Jesus was both fully human and fully 
divine?  How can you open your heart to the work God desires to do in you? 

 Jesus’ parents lost Jesus for a day—and spent three days finding him.  Think of a time when you lost contact with 
Jesus, and lived for days (perhaps weeks or months) without that spiritual bond.  What helps you maintain a 
continual contact with Jesus—and return to him with confidence if something does take your focus away from 
him? 

Prayer:  Loving Jesus, I love to imagine your wide eyes and beating heart as you began to recognize your mission and 
purpose in the Temple rituals.  Open my eyes to see my own mission while I’m here on earth, I pray.  Amen. 

 



 
Thursday 1-3-19  Luke 2:48-52  “In my Father’s house” 
Jesus showed awareness of his uniqueness in this short conversation with his parents.  What mysterious depths we can 
glimpse—Jesus confidently called the Temple “my Father’s house,” yet Luke also wrote that he remained obedient to 
Joseph (as his earthly father) and Mary for 18 more years.  We can only wonder how many other such conversations and 
moments there may have been, how much Mary had to cherish and ponder in her heart. 

 Luke’s story shows Jesus as a dutiful, but far from ordinary, son.  Already he knew that the Temple, even more 
than Mary and Joseph’s home, was his Father’s house.  When he began to preach publicly, he said, “Happy are 
people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness” (Matt 5:6).  How much of an “appetite” do you have for God?  
What steps can you take to nurture that God-given inner hunger and thirst? 

 According to verse 52, Jesus grew mentally, physically, spiritually and socially during his years in Nazareth.  In 
which of these areas did you experience the most growth during 2018?  Ask God to guide you as you look toward 
your “growing edge” in these four areas.  Ask for wisdom and courage as you plan to continue growing in 2019. 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I’m thankful for your presence in my life, for the fruit you are bearing in me.  Please continue to set 
me free from the past, so I can choose a life worth living in you.  Amen. 

 
Friday 1-4-19  2 Corinthians 5:14-19  “New things have arrived!” 
Jesus’ story was (and is) a story of new beginnings.  The Apostle Paul, a great missionary and the author of half of the 
New Testament, was a vivid model of a new beginning.  Called Saul at first, he was a fiery foe of the early Christian 
movement.  But by the time he wrote today’s passage, he was writing to a church he himself had started in the city of 
Corinth. His testimony to new life in Christ was not abstract—he was living its reality every day. 

 You can read the story of the encounter with Jesus that transformed Saul’s life in Acts 9:1-20.  He went from 
being a person “spewing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples” to being the man who wrote, “The 
love of Christ controls us….  All of these new things are from God.”  In verse 17 he wrote, “Anyone who belongs 
to Christ has become a new person.”  In what ways is Christ shaping you into a “new person”? 

 In verse 18-19 Paul said that through Jesus Christ the whole world is being reconciled to God.  The dictionary 
defines reconciliation as “to restore to harmony.”  Where have you experienced God restoring harmony in your life 
and relationships?  Paul also said God has entrusted us with the message of reconciliation.  In what ways could 
you share God's message of reconciliation with a friend, neighbor, or loved one? 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, thanks to you I am a new creation, and can experience reconciliation and harmony.  Thank you for 
the call to become a new person.  Help me share your message with those around me.  Amen. 

 
Saturday 1-5-19  Revelation 21:1-6  Jesus’ promise:  “I’m making all things new” 
God promised King David, “Your throne will be established forever (2 Samuel 7:16).  Isaiah wrote that God would create 
“a new heaven and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:7).  But Revelation, which began with the words “A revealing of Jesus, the 
Messiah” (Rev. 1:1, The Message) could put those promises into the context of the risen Redeemer.  The seer looked 
ahead with longing and expectation to Jesus’ “forever” reign over a sparkling new world. 

  Though we may wish it were different, down deep we know that turning over a calendar page doesn’t actually 
change our world much.  What happened in Connecticut can still happen again somewhere else.  Revelation 
promised REAL newness:  “God’s dwelling is here with humankind.  He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
peoples.  God himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away ever tear from their eyes. Death will be 
no more.  There will be no mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  How can 
the expectation of the new world that is not yet here give you hope and energy to “live forward” this year? 

Prayer:  O God, you are already making me new, and I can hardly wait for you to complete that process, for me and for 
our world.  Fill me with your hope and energy this day and this year.  Amen. 
 

Family Activity:  As 2019 begins, create a family faith timeline.  Attach several sheets of paper together horizontally.  

Draw a horizontal line down the middle of the paper.  Ask the oldest person in the family to place his/her date of birth at 
the left and today’s date at the right.  Ask each family member to use a colored marker to identify his/her birthday, then to 
represent his/her faith milestones on the line.  Using these milestones, practice telling your story of faith to one another.  
As you listen to each other’s stories, be encouraging and supportive.  Share your story outside your family, too!  Thank 
God for God’s faithfulness throughout your life.  If you and your family are new to faith, begin a timeline and continue 
adding to it as you grow in God! 
 
Resource from The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, GPS, December 2012. 

 


