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FOCUS FOR TODAY 
The First Carols of Christmas “The Angel’s Song” 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-14 
 
Monday 12-24-18  Luke 2:1-7  Love was born 
The candle of love is the final candle of Advent.  For Jesus 
to be born “in a parking garage (that’s what a first-century 
stable was), lying on a bed of straw where the animals ate” 
was an amazing revelation of God’s love for us (Adam Hamilton, The Journey:  A Season of Reflections).  The apostle 
Paul wrote that Jesus didn’t cling to the “rights” of being God, but “emptied himself…by becoming like human beings” 
(Philippians 2:7).  The long-awaited Savior arrived, in a humble, quiet way few would have predicted. 

 Resurrection offers many Christmas worship services today.  Scholar William Barclay wrote, “That there was no 
room in the inn was symbolic of what was to happen to Jesus…He sought an entry to the over-crowded hearts of 
men; he could not find it…His search—and his rejection—go on.”  What role is Jesus playing in your celebration 
of Christmas this year? 

 The Christmas story was a vivid example of God’s Great Reversal.  Caesar Augustus, a human who thought he 
was God, forced Mary and Joseph to make a hard trip with a stroke of his pen.  Jesus, God become human, 
spent his first night on earth homeless, in an animal shelter.  How do Jesus’ birth and his life redefine the way you 
think about “greatness”? 

Prayer:  Lord God, as the hurry of the Christmas season gives way to the quiet of Christmas Eve, I pray that the peace 
you came to give us will settle over my heart. Be born again in me, Lord.  Amen. 
 

Tuesday 12-25-18  Luke 2:8-14  The angels’ song 
In Luke 1:26-28, an angel brought the unexpected news to an unsuspecting Mary that she would bear a son—God’s Son 
–and name him Jesus.  In Luke 2:8-14, an angel of the Lord again shared unexpected news with unsuspecting 
recipients—the shepherds.  In both cases, the outcome was the same.  It was GOOD news—wonderful, joyous news for 
all people. 

 Abraham called God Jehovah-Jireh—“The Lord will provide” (Genesis 22:14).  The Bible’s grand story is full of 
God providing for God’s people, often in unforeseen ways.  Jesus’ birth was God’s greatest provision.  The 
Savior, the King of the Universe, came to earth as a human baby, wrapped snugly and laid in a manger.  When 
has God provided for you, in an expected or unexpected way?  How does trusting God to provide, even in ways 
you can’t see, give you the courage to face life’s uncertainties? 

 In verse 10 Luke wrote, “The angel said, ‘Don’t be afraid!  Look!  I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous 
news for all people.”’  The awesome news the angels shared with the shepherds was that Jesus, the “Savior” for 
all people who is “Christ the Lord,” was born in Bethlehem (verse 11).  In what ways has Jesus been “good, 
wonderful, and joyous” news in your life?  How might you share that news with someone else you care about? 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, thank you for the good news of your birth, for me, and for all people.  As I awaken each day, help me 
to live into a spirit of gratitude for your great providence!  Amen. 

 
Wednesday, 12-26-18  Luke 2:15-20  The shepherds worshipped 
We’re used to the shepherds in manger scenes, Christmas pageants and paintings.  In Jesus’ day, shepherds were not 
usually honored, or even noticed.  They were obscure (like Mary and Joseph).  Most priests shunned them because, 
caring for flocks, they couldn’t observe the rituals “holiness” required.  In another of God’s great reversals, Jesus would 
grow up to identify with shepherds and teach:  “I am the good shepherd”  (John 10:11). 

 After hearing the angels’ song, the shepherds said, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened.  
Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.”  Have you confirmed what you’ve learned “about” God?  What 
rewards have you found in moving beyond an intellectual to a relational experience where you “taste and see” 
that Jesus is who he said he was? 

 Pastor Bruce Larson wrote, “(Verse 20) says that after the shepherds had seen such wondrous things they went 
back to the commonplace.  That’s true for us each year at Christmas as we celebrate these events.   Where will 
we be when the excitement and fun are over?  How do these events change the lives we lead back at our jobs, 
our homes, our schools?”  How will you answer? 

Prayer:  O Lord, this has become a day for returning unwanted or ill-fitting gifts.  But I don’t ever want to return your gift of 
yourself.  As I live into a relationship with you that is a better and better fit, help me to celebrate your coming as “the Christ 
child” each day.  Amen. 



 
Thursday 12-27-18  Matthew 2:1-12   Wise men came from afar 
Matthew told us that, drawn by an unexpected star and the tantalizing hope of a new King who would be more than the 
usual human rulers, wise men (Greek magoi) came from the East seeking the “King of the Jews” who had been born.  
They were not “kings” (the carol notwithstanding), but “scholars who were students of the stars” (William Barclay). 

 The Translator’s Handbook on Matthew said that in verse 10, “Matthew describes the men’s response when they 
saw the star:  they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  It is impossible to overtranslate the men’s reaction to 
seeing the star; the translation should express the greatest possible joy.”  Elisabeth Elliot, who knew great 
suffering, said, “Joy is not the absence of suffering; it is the presence of God.”  How have you experienced this 
paradox—knowing the joy of Immanuel, God with us, even amid great physical or emotional suffering? 

 The wise men (the text never says how many there were—the tradition of three began about 600 years later) 
journeyed for probably 18-24 months following the star.  How long have you been following Jesus?  Reflect on 
your journey so far—and where your journey might take you in 2019. 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I love how the wise men’s story and your story of salvation intersect!  Open my eyes to see people of 
all backgrounds as people you are drawing into your story.  Amen. 

 
Friday 12-28-18  Jesus:  protected from the violence of evil 
Guided by God, Joseph saved Mary and baby Jesus from brutal King Herod, who had already killed some of his own 
sons, afraid they’d become rivals for his throne.  Herod’s violent rage foreshadowed, in the Christmas story, the rage of 
the religious leaders who would demand Jesus’ death. 

 Already, at age one or two, Jesus was in danger.  In Luke 20:9-19, we read the story Jesus told about vineyard 
tenants who killed the owner’s son, wanting to claim the vineyard as their own.  Jesus knew what faced him, and 
deliberately chose to carry out the dangerous mission of salvation.  How are you joining in Jesus’ mission as he 
seeks to establish his kingdom in your heart, and in the world today? 

 God most often works through people, people whose minds and hearts are open to God—who are willing, like 
Joseph, to move as God leads them.  When have you heard God call you “out of Egypt”?  What have been the 
“Egypts” in your life?  As you’ve responded to God’s gracious call, do you feel more or less free to make good 
choices?   

Prayer:  Lord, give me Joseph’s awareness of your presence, and his responsiveness to your leading.  In my sphere of 
influence, may I be a beacon of your light and love.  Amen. 

 
Saturday 12-29-18  Romans 5:6-8  Jesus showed God’s love on the cross 
Scholar N.T. Wright showed how Christmas links to Jesus’ cross:  “Look at verse 8.  What Paul says here makes no 
sense unless Jesus, in his life and death, was the very incarnation, the “enfleshment” (that’s what ‘incarnation’ means) of 
the living, loving God….it doesn’t make sense if I say to you, ‘I see you’re in a real mess!  Now, I love you so much that 
I’m going to…to send someone else to help you out of it.”  If the Messiah’s death demonstrates how much God loves us, 
that can only be because the Messiah is the fully human being (how much more human can you get than being crucified?) 
in whom the living God is fully present.” 

 We’ve lit the Advent candles of hope, peace, joy and love.  We’ve sung the carols.  They are reminders, pointers 
to what Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection were all about.  As you think back on the first carols of Christmas, 
which ones meant the most to you—and why?  Be a bit creative (you don’t have to be a great poet—anything 
from a simple list of words to a more elegant composition will do) and write your own Christmas “carol” of praise 
and gratitude for God’s gift to you at the first Christmas. 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, thank you for leaving heaven and making your home with us humans, for bringing light into our dark 
world, for showing us God’s love.  Amen. 
 

Family Activity:  The angel told the shepherds that Jesus was born!  The shepherds told others about the birth of 

Jesus.  How can you tell others about Jesus’ birthday?  First, create a list of people with whom you want to share the 
good news of Jesus.  Consider neighbors, community workers, store clerks, family, and friends.  Next, discuss fun and 
creative ways you could share the news of Jesus’ birth and His love.  You might bake treats, design cards, create a 
simple craft, or write a simple note.  Deliver your items to people.  Let each person know you’ve been praying for him or 
her during this Christmas season and throughout the year.  Consider inviting them to your church if they don’t already 
have a church home! 
 
Resource from The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, GPS, December 2012. 

 


