
Honors Advanced Financial Accounting - Fall 2015 
(TuTh 12:45-2:05 Mason Hall 0405) 

 
Professor:  Anne Beatty      Office Hours:  2:30 – 3:30 T 
Office:  442 Fisher Hall                10:00–11:00 W 
Phone:  292-5418                   9:00 –10:00 R 
E-mail:  beatty.86@osu.edu 
 
Course Objectives: 
The goal of this course is to provide a conceptual foundation of accounting principles that 
can be used to understand and attack a broad set of important issues that will arise now 
and in the future.  Specifically we will focus on the economic forces that give rise to a 
demand for accounting information and for the regulation of financial information. 
 
Course Description: 
The course is designed for students whose careers will require an expert understanding of 
advanced financial accounting and reporting concepts.  The course will focus on 
understanding financial reporting as part of the economic environment underlying 
complex financial transactions. 
 
Topics covered include the accounting for: 

• Business combinations 
• Consolidations 
• Special purpose entities and structured transactions 
• Derivatives and hedges 
• Foreign operations 

 
 
Materials: 
Tentatve Course Schedule, Readings, Cases, and Course Notes:  will be made available 
on CARMEN. 
 
Text: Halsey and Hopkins. Advanced Accounting. Second Edition. 2013. Cambridge 
Business Publishers. 
 
Workload Expectations: 
The Ohio State University and Fisher College expect that an average students will spend 
two hours outside of class for every hour spent in class to obtain an average grade. While 
I know that all of you are above average students and that you would like to receive an 
above average grade,  so you should plan to average a minimum of 6 hours per week 
outside of class on course related work.  
 
Grading Components: 
There are three components to the grading in this course.  They are: 

(1) Class Participation   12 
(2) Homework    16  
(3) Tests    72 
      Total              100% 

  
 



 

(1) Class Participation: 
 
The class participation portion of the grade is designed to encourage constructive 
classroom participation and will depend more on the quality than the quantity of the 
contributions to the class discussion. 
 
Class meetings will involve lectures, problem solving, case studies, and discussion of 
articles both academic and practioner.  
 
I expect you will come to class having read the materials  that will be discussed in class. 
Although we will solve examples included in the lecture notes during class, you should 
attempt to work through the problems in advance and be prepared either to provide 
solutions or to ask questions about the examples. When reading the research articles you 
should focus  primarily on the research question, what is it and why is it interesting, and 
on the results and conclusions, what are the major results and is your interpretation 
consistent with the authors’ interpretation.   
 
(2) Homework: 
 
I will collect the assigned problems from the text and check them for completeness. We 
will work some of these problems during class and your ability to respond to questions 
about these problems or to requests to solve these problems on the board will be included 
in your homework grade. 
 
(3)  Tests: 
 
There will be four tests given in class on the dates listed on the course schedule. The tests 
will be open book and open note. Each will cover roughly one fourth of the material that 
we will cover in class. 
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