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Course Objective: 
 
This course is designed to help you develop an understanding of empirical accounting research by 
learning how to critically analyze and apply methods commonly used in empirical research. 
 
Class Format for Research Papers: 
 
Please read the assigned papers before class and be prepared to discuss the papers in class. Our 
discussion will be guided by the following questions: 
 

1. What is the research question? Why is the question interesting?  
 
2. How does the paper fit into the literature? What is the contribution of the paper? 

 
3. Are there well-specified alternatives to the hypotheses being tested? (Is there a credible null 

hypothesis?) How compelling is the logic or intuition used to develop the hypotheses? 
 
4. Is the research design such as the sample selection and empirical method appropriate for the 

question being addressed?  To what extent will the design allow for distinguishing between 
alternative hypotheses? Are there alternative designs that could be used? 

 
5. What difficulties arise in drawing inferences from the empirical work? 
 
6. What are the major results? How do the authors interpret the results? How do you interpret 

the results? Are the results consistent with the theory and with previous empirical studies? 
 



Course Requirements:  
 

 
1. Participate fully and critically in class discussions.  

 
2. Prepare a written critique that addresses the questions that will guide our class 

discussion for each of the designated papers. Include a discussion of unresolved 
research questions, which could be investigated and a proposal for how these questions 
could be addressed including potential samples and research designs. 

 
3. One of the following two options: 
 

I. Prepare a written proposal or working paper and present the paper to the 
class.  

II. Prepare a report on a replication of a published empirical financial 
accounting research paper. The report should discuss problems encountered 
in the replication and compare the results obtained with the original results in 
the paper. A critique of the paper based on the knowledge obtained in the 
replication process should be included in the report. The reports will be 
presented to the class.  

  


