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 Thankfully, after such a difficult topic last week—submitting to 
human governing authorities in a humble way that is “good” for 
Gods’ glory—thankfully, Peter picks and easy example of “living the 
GOOD LIFE” as his next topic. Slavery! There are no minefields 
around the topic of slavery in our wonderful “woke” world, RIGHT? 

 If you weren’t here last Sunday—or you were and missed my main 
point because it was highly in-ductive so came after your attention 
had waned—here it is again. This main point is still in play today for 
this next “living the good life” topic Peter addresses. 

 With human beings living in this broken world, God almost always 
focuses on matter of why before he focuses on the what. Think 
about this through doing biblical theology with me for a moment.  

 Many expositors of Scripture are absolutely convinced that God 
accepted Abel’s sacrifice because it was meat and rejected Cain’s 
because it was veggies. They reason that God only wanted animal 
sacrifice—blood sacrifice. They often argue that non-blood sacrifices 
were not acceptable. However, depending on the occasion, and the 
heart of the worshipper, there are many examples of non-blood 
sacrifices in the Law of God. 

 A closer look at the entire Cain-context will reveal the issue causing 
rejection was actually something to do with Cain’s heart. God started 
with the “why” Cain was offering his sacrifice not the “what” of the 
veggies vs. the meat. 

 I could share many examples from the OT but my favorite, long-term 
example is Jacob. The “whats” of Jacob—such as, stealing the 
birthright and the blessing were ultimately “whats” that God wanted 
him to have. The issue with Jacob was the “why” of his heart that 
caused him to grab the whats in the wrong way. In his heart, he 
wanted to be a self-sufficient man even when he was ostensibly 
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serving the purposes of God. God eventually has to fight in the dirt 
with him over that autonomous heart on the bank of the Jabbok 
River and has to break more than the man’s hip to align his whys. 

 Then, in the NT, Satan’s direct temptations offered Jesus bread, 
safety with significance, and lordship. None of these were bad 
“whats.” But, Satan’s “why” was so that he would get the glory 
rather than God. Again the why made the how wrong and the 
perfectly OK whats became only a secondary issue. 

 Or, one way you might describe the Pharisees who could swallow a 
camel of Law and strain at a gnat of motive is as men who thought 
the what of their actions mattered more than the why of their 
hearts. Jesus said this made them white washed tombs with good 
looking external appearances of whats but rotting insides of whys. 

 Peter tells us that we can live the “good life together” in a way that 
we don’t waste our life—or lose our soul, as he puts it. We can live 
together to glorify God as a living temple shining in the darkness of a 
world that is not our home. We saw that this “good living” somehow 
includes submitting to imperfect human governing authorities. 

 When we realize that is part of living the good life that glorifies God, 
the first question we need to ask is the “why” of our motivations to 
do the whats that suddenly occur to us as possibilities especially 
when a human government uses power in evil ways. 

 Are we reacting out of the rebellious spirit that naturally remains in 
our fallen human flesh—our flesh that naturally rejects external 
authority? Or, are we operating out of a desire to see God glorified. 
The answer here should then control the how and the what of our 
actions. 

 It is so easy to become rebellious and angry for the wrong reason. 
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 The “good living” we might do in relation to an evil governmental 
authority is then made NOT good and does not glorify God when our 
motive—our why—is simply angry, carnal human rebellion against 
human authority. BTW: our battle is not against “flesh and blood” 
but when we react out of the flesh in this area, it will quickly become 
about who we hate and who we all should hate if we are on the right 
side. 

 Do you hate people who are progressive Democrats? Do you hate 
MAGA Republican people? Do you hate homosexual people? Do you 
hate drag queen people? Do you hate people who have abortions 
and people who perform them? WHY?? 

 That problem of a rebellious heart that carnally fights external 
authority and misses the foundational issue and true enemy is again 
in play in the verses for today. READ 1 Peter 2:18-25 

 In the previous section on human governing authorities, Peter made 
the point that some believers are free even in worldly terms but they 
are still not without a master. They are servants of God. Every time I 
read that I am reminded of Bob Dylan’s short-time foray into semi-
Christian music themes and especially his song “You Gotta Serve 
Somebody.” (You may be this or that—he sings) “But you're gonna 
have to serve somebody…Yes indeed, you're gonna have to serve 
somebody…Well it may be the Devil…Or it may be the Lord…But 
you're gonna have to serve somebody” 

 Why? Well, because humans were created to serve God by being his 
image in the Creation. It is in our creaturely DNA so to speak. It is our 
identity to serve. 

 When humanity fell into sin by choosing to live autonomously rather 
than in absolute submission to God’s authority, their flesh took on 
the characteristic of rebellion against God. This fallen aspect of our 
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character as humans is expressed by our natural rebellion against all 
authority in general. God uses life to work against that fallen streak. 

 Here, in 2:18-25, Peter says humans can also live the “good life” that 
glorifies God by not being controlled by a heart of rebellion against 
the human authority of a slave master.  

 Granted, as people always seem to point out, the “slavery” we think 
of in our nation’s past and the “slavery” Peter has in mind from his 
day have their different characteristics. However, even recognizing 
those differences, there is just no way around the truth. The slavery 
here is still a human relationship in which one human party owns 
and controls the other human party. The master here has power 
over the life choices and the individual freedom of his slave. 

 We can’t soften this truth by asserting language differences and 
historical context enough to justify why the Bible can say what it says 
from our perspective of individual rights let alone from any “woke” 
perspectives in our culture today. Peter speaks of slavery! 

 BTW: There are two things young people who want to reject the 
authority of Scripture often use as evidence to convince me the Bible 
is wrong. One is the command of God to destroy utterly all the 
Canaanites including men women, children and even animals. 

 The other is this treatment of slavery. They point to this passage and 
to one I’ll read from the Apostle Paul in just a moment and say, 
“Look! The Bible allows and even promotes human slavery!”  

 Is this what Peter is doing here? Is he promoting slavery? It can look 
that way when we only think of the context in terms of the whats 
and not the whys first leading to the whats. Is he promoting slavery 
or, once again, is he doing something else? Is he rather rejecting 
believers acting out of the control of a carnal heart of rebellion 
against authority when they are meant somehow to be living the 
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“good Life” that glorifies God in front of all men including slave 
masters? 

 I mentioned Paul addresses this same matter. One place he writes 
about it is in 1 Corinthians 7 beginning at verse 17…17 Nevertheless, 
each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to 
him and to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in 
all the churches. 18 Was a man already circumcised when he was 
called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man 
uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 19 

Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping 
God’s commands is what counts. 20 Each one should remain in the 
situation which he was in when God called him. 21 Were you a slave 
when you were called? Don’t let it trouble you—although if you can 
gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when he was 
called by the Lord is the Lord’s freedman; similarly, he who was a 
free man when he was called is Christ’s slave. 23 You were bought at 
a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brothers, each man, as 
responsible to God, should remain in the situation God called him 
to. 

 Don’t let it bother you that you are a slave as a believer in Jesus. 
Look, if the opportunity comes to become a freed man it is OK to take 
it but don’t make that a rebellious focus of your life. You can serve 
God just as much living the “good life” as a slave as you can as a 
freed man! 

 I’m with most of you this morning. I find what Paul says here hard to 
believe. In this world that is not my home my circumstances aren’t 
as big a deal as I tend to think they are—even to the point of 
whether I live as a slave or as a free man. This is one of the most 
deeply penetrating ideas in Scripture when it comes to how we live. 
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 BUT, let’s also be clear! I find this attitude toward slavery hard to 
believe—hard to accept because I am more at home in this world 
than I would like to think. This life matters more to me than I would 
like to believe it does. 

 I am especially at home as an American, individual who has grown up 
being taught I deserve a life of freedom and rights. I have the right to 
immediately and angrily loose my rebellious heart on anyone who 
tries to take them from me! It is difficult for me even to imagine 
another sort of life let alone life as a slave. 

 It is nearly impossible for me to picture serving God by living the 
“good life” that glorifies God without having the freedom of choices, 
wealth, control and other aspects of my life I am so used to living—
the things I am so “at home with” in this world. 

 Understood and applied correctly, this is extremely radical biblical 
stuff that our culture—and even more so now in our radically and 
strangely woke culture—just isn’t going to understand as part of any 
“good life.” We American believers hardly can read it and see it that 
way even when we trust that the Word of God always speaks truth. 

 Does the Apostle Paul promote slavery? No, but he says being free is 
not the absolutely most important focus upon which to spend a 
believer’s life. 

 Does the Apostle Peter promote slavery? No, but he says a heart of 
rebelling against a human master does not produce the “good life” 
we are here to live together for God’s glory in front of all humans. 

 As I’ve already said, the answer to this hard-to-accept truth is not to 
cloud it by trying to soften the biblical idea of slavery so that it is 
more acceptable as a what. Peter makes it clear here that he is 
talking about humbly submitting not just to kind masters but even to 
harsh, evil ones as well. 
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 There is somehow a visible goodness to bearing up under unjust 
suffering without rebelling if—if—if—the reason we bear up under it 
is biblical—that is if the “why” is right. 

 The why Peter has in mind is because one chooses to bear the unjust 
suffering with an awareness that their what—their submissive 
action—is taken for God’s glory. 

 Suffering for your own sinful choices and a rebellious heart is not a 
“what” that glorifies God because it is without the right “why.” 

 How can this be? Because responding to unjust suffering with God’s 
glory in mind rather than fleshly rebellion is being like Jesus Christ. It 
is being a living stone aligned with the Cornerstone. It is being a living 
stone that fits in a Living Temple capped off with THE Capstone of 
Jesus Christ. 

 In the NIV translation, Peter says this is “commendable” behavior 
before God. 

 The word they translate commendable is the same word that is 
often translated as a “gracious gift.” I wonder if Peter has gone so 
far here as to suggest suffering undeservedly as a slave is not just 
commendable but is actually a gracious gift from God. It is the gift of 
an opportunity to glorify God—to be the shining light in the darkness 
by suffering unjustly well. 

 Peter says that not only believing slaves, but all believers, have been 
called to a life that includes undeserved suffering. The “good life” 
that glorifies God as part of being the LIVING TEMPLE happens when 
we face undeserved suffering in the same way Christ faced it. 

 He faced it without sin--without a rebellious fleshly response—
without deceptive words in response—without retaliation or 
revenge in response—without even making threats in response. 
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 All of these are fleshly human responses to unjust suffering that 
come from a heart of trusting in our own ability to fix things or at 
least our ability to force some human justice. 

 What did Jesus Christ do instead? He “entrusted” himself or 
“handed himself—his whole life over” to God who can and will 
ultimately judge justly. God’s eventual justice is difficult to believe. It 
is even more difficult to serve in us as a motivation for the why of 
living if the reality is that we live as if this world is our home and this 
life is all there is. 

 Jesus faced undeserved suffering by trusting God ultimately would 
take care of it all. He did this instead of trusting his own more 
immediate remedies as the flesh always urges us to do when we 
suffer. 

 Look! Says Peter…If we want to talk about unjust suffering without 
rebellion, consider this. Jesus unjustly took your sins and mine—all 
human sin—upon himself so that we slaves to sin could be set free 
by dying to the absolute power of sin to control us.  

 He unjustly took our sins upon himself and suffered unjustly beyond 
our human comprehension for them so that we might be unjustly 
set free to live righteous lives—“good living lives”—that glorify God 
as his Living Temple and his Holy Priesthood. 

 He unjustly suffered for us, without rebellion, so that all our wounds 
of brokenness from sin might be healed. 

 He unjustly suffered for us so that like a bunch of sheep who were 
about ready to follow the evil leader off a cliff to death could be 
turned around and brought back to the care of the Shepherd and 
Overseer from whom we were running away. 

 Jesus Christ unjustly suffered for us without rebelling against the 
human authority that was hurting him so that our souls—for Peter—
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our lives could be saved for their created purpose again—so that we 
would not waste them but instead live them for God’s glory. 

 The point Peter makes in the passage for today, begins with the real 
experience of unjust suffering of a slave. If the “why” of the suffering 
is right even for that slave so that the what ends up looking like 
Jesus instead of looking like sinful rebellion against authority, then 
unjust suffering is a powerful gift of an opportunity to glorify the 
God to whom we all—even slaves—can entrust our souls. 

 Now, here is the hard part. Was this principle only true and 
applicable centuries ago in ancient Rome in that cultural setting—
that world—for believers—both slaves and free? 

 Or, is it still somehow still true today for us as relatively comfortable 
middle and upper class American believers. Could it be true for us 
even as foreign as the experience of suffering unjustly as an actual 
slave might be from the experience of every one of us? We can 
hardly even image life as a slave. Can we live a life where we suffer 
unjustly and can apply this truth of Christ-likeness?  

 How about when we see the unjust suffering of others? Is our 
immediate response to consider the why before our whats? Or is 
our immediate response to foment or force immediate change by 
rebellion using our considerable power and resources to fix things 
and thus show the world our own externally virtuous nature (and 
feel our own significance)? 

 Today we derisively label that “virtue signaling.” Most of us 
recognize it for what it is—a cry for feeling personal significance 
without needing and without entrusting ourselves to God. 

 How should we respond to undeserved suffering? Like Jesus. More 
importantly, why should we respond in a certain way? God’s glory. 

 Thanks Peter! Another incisive, tough one raised by the Apostle. 


