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 We have reached a turning point in the Apostle Peter’s 1st epistle. 
Peter has written much as the Apostle Paul often did by putting up 
front in his letter important theological truths that undergird 
admonitions to his BE-LOVED brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 On Sundays, we have moved slowly and purposefully will a special 
focus on Peter’s theology of the church in the letter. Some of us felt 
like this was “preaching to the choir” because, after all, some of us 
felt like “Raleigh, here we are at church where we belong--just in a 
strange, un-church like setting—but we are the ones at church.” 

 It will be no surprise to most all of us that, contrary to the 
conventional English use of the word “church,” I do not believe this is 
“church” as the Bible speaks of “the church.” 

 It is my contention that “the church,” for many Christians culturally 
like us, has become something different than the Bible describes.  
Through the many years of the world’s tacit acceptance of the 
presence of something called “church,” the church became more 
about a place and time we do things and the spiritual activities we 
choose to do together. This was instead of the church (existing in the 
world but not of world) being a radical, supernatural people of God. 
This radical nature would have come not from human wisdom, force, 
planning or success but rather by actually living life as the 
community of believers joined by God’s Holy Spirit in the 
supernatural “koinonia” (or fellowship understood correctly) all 
serving on God’s miraculous redemptive mission in the world 
TOGETHER. 

 Over the years of a more-or-less peaceful coexistence with our 
world’s culture, the church in our world’s culture became more like a 
club with its clubhouse. Hopefully, successfully filled with like-people 
who had natural, flesh-based affinities for forming human friendship. 
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 If it is surprising to you that I believe this about the church in general 
in our culture, either I haven’t been very clear over a number of 
years of teaching or you haven’t been listening. Both could be true. 

 Communication is tough! Communication about ideas we have 
settled in our paradigms is nearly impossible. “Church is a settled 
idea for most of us and we skip right past it in communication 
assuming we are hearing what fits in our paradigm of church. 

 As I have been thinking about these messages in 1 Peter, I have been 
thinking about my possible failure to communicate. Coincidentally, 
at the same time, I found myself re-reading some translations of 
words by a philosopher guy named Ludwig Wittgenstein and 
watching a movie called “CODA.” 

 Wittgenstein said things such as, “Language is part of our organism 
and no less complicated than it” and “Language disguises thought.” 
He may be right but Wittgenstein became one of the patron saints of 
postmodern thought and its conclusions against absolute truth and 
the potential of any person or any text, such as the Bible, to transmit 
it. 

 While Wittgenstein was trying to transmit his truth to me, which he 
says he couldn’t ever really do, I watched the movie CODA. This is 
the CODA where the letters stand for “Children of Deaf Adults.” The 
highly awarded film starred three actors who are actually deaf. What 
this film reminded me concerning the difficulties of communication 
touched me deeply. 

 Both philosopher Wittgenstein and this movie about the deaf culture 
and communication made me cry over and over again. I really am a 
grouchy old softie. They made me feel like giving up on trying to 
communicate biblical truth until I returned to 1 Peter realizing he 
was about my age and still trying to communicate the same truths. 
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 If you are still holding the paradigm that the biblical church of Jesus 
is mainly about or even somewhat about a Sunday-centric gathering 
of friendly like-people and its other connected programs and 
meetings and the building in which these events and programs 
happen, we hold very different paradigms of the Church of Jesus 
Christ in the world. When we say the word “church,” we are not 
saying the same thing and not talking about the same thing. 

 As I have written somewhere before in somewhat bumper-sticker 
fashion—although it would have to be a big bumper sticker—
Fellowship Bible Chusch is a community of the Spirit on God’s 
redemptive mission by being the incarnational presence of the 
resurrected and ascended Lord Jesus Christ both to one another and 
to the whole world of people God created for his imaging purpose 
and loves. 

 Peter, in his 1st letter that we have, was still trying to communicate 
what he thought “church” meant in his later years as well. I guess 
some BE-LOVED folks to whom he was writing, had their different 
paradigms for church as well.  

 As you probably know after some weeks of us focusing on his 
imagery for Jesus’ church in his letter, pictures the church as the 
Temple of God in the dark world of godlessness.  

 It is not a temple of stone or brick. It is not at all a building as the 
Temple was in Israel. It is a Living Temple because it is made out of 
living stones. Believers in Jesus for everlasting life are those stones. 
What brings those living stones together to be formed around the 
cornerstone of the shape of Jesus Christ and be beautifully finished 
off with the Capstone of Jesus Christ is not human sameness, 
friendship, need for religion, tradition or any potential other earthly 
mortar. 
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 What brings them together is the supernatural plan and work of God 
to build a temple with the mission of being his glorious presence in a 
world that has rejected his presence and his AUTHORITY.   

 Please keep that word “authority” in mind, we will come back to it in 
a bit. The world rejects the authority  of God and is angered by his 
temple when it reflects of that.  

 This church, as the Living Temple of believers placed together and 
mortared together supernaturally by God, also makes up a holy 
priesthood—a priesthood of mediators—or connectors of God with 
the world. This holy priesthood of believers is wholly separated from 
the purposes and metrics of the godless world so that it can be given 
over in life to the mission of mediating God only—nothing else! 

 Peter finishes this imagery with a strong emphasis on the collective, 
communal, connected, corporate nature of believers being the Living 
Temple of God and the Holy Priesthood of God who say to the world, 
Look! God is here! Here is God’s truth! 

 He moves on from the focus on this imagery to remind his readers, 
once again, you do not belong to this god-less world and it does not 
belong to you. This is not your home. You are according to 1 Peter 
2:11, “to live as aliens and strangers would live in this world. As 
much as it might feel like it and as much as you might like it to be 
when it becomes comfortable and feels safe, this is not your home.” 

 Peter says to them, “Your relationship with this world is to be a 
person who is a stone of the Living Temple…” according to 2:12, … 
“living such a good life defined by the good of Jesus, that all you do 
and say—all the living you do, in the world that is not your home, 
only brings glory to God even if it is later when God shows the truth 
to all and they can no longer deny it.” 
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 Peter says to his readers, this is who we are. This is who you are. This 
is who the church of Jesus is. This is why the church of Jesus, of 
which you are one living stone mortared TOGETHER with all the 
other living stones, is even in the dark world at all.  

 By this narrow depiction, Peter is saying to his BE-LOVED readers, 
once again, I suspect, the church of Jesus is not here to supply 
people with spiritual stuff to meet religious needs—not here as a 
stage for performing to feel personal significance—not here to 
provide friendships with like humans with whom you find some 
natural human affinity—it is not here to give your life structure—it is 
not here to fulfill your dreams and make your life better or 
successful. 

 Peter says the church is here to live out so much “good” that people 
will see the God the Temple and thus glorify him as God who has 
authority in their lives. 

 Peter says, to his BE-LOVED readers, you need to grasp this reality of 
your identity and the nature of the church and its mission in their 
world so that,  when I describe for you some of the “good” you’ll be 
living you won’t faint and or fade away. 

 You see “church,” the good of Jesus was produced with humility and 
sacrifice and, that good, got him nailed to a cross until he was dead. 

 Peter, beginning in chapter 2 and verse 13, is going to begin 
describing some good. All of the good he describes that will glorify 
God in this dark world revolves around matters and issues of 
authority, humility, suffering and sacrifice. 

 All along the way he points to the cornerstone that shapes and the 
capstone that finishes—Jesus Christ as the example of the good with 
relationship to authority, humility, suffering and sacrifice. 



Series: “Saving Our Soul from Wasting Our Life” 
Sermon: The Good Life with Respect to Governing Authority 
Text: 1 Peter 2: 13-17 
RGGJR/FBCCS/8-28-22 UNEDITED 

6 
 

 The first good of what I will call “the good life” for the next few 
weeks is a good that has very often confused the church throughout 
its history. 

 As a review of this confusion I went back and looked at voices as 
disparate as ancient theologians such as Origen—and German 
nationalists who used it to validate the church’s support for Hitler—
Dietrich Bonhoeffer—and interpreters and theologians of our time 
as different in beliefs  as Stanley Hauerwas, Eugene Peterson, Walter 
Bruggeman and Jerry Falwell (Sr not Jr). 

 I looked again at all of these to be reminded that no one seems to 
have this good nailed down perfectly and under control for all 
circumstances. I went back to reassure myself that my position on 
this good is as “good” as many other positions. 

 Let me introduce this good back into your focus when thinking about 
the good life of God glorifying by simply reading two familiar long 
passages from God’s Word. One describes events of Peters life—his 
experience and his response. The other, by Paul, very similar to this 
one makes it crystal clear that the nearly automatic, fallen, human-
flesh response to authority very often is the biggest issue in living 
the GOOD LIFE for God’s glory. 

 If you would follow along, the first passage—the one from Peter’s 
own life experience is found in Acts 5 beginning at verse 12… 
12 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the 

believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even 
though they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more and more men and 
women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result, people brought the 
sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on 
some of them as he passed by. 16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.  

17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 
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19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 

“Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”  
21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the 

people.  
When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full 

assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, 
the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail 
securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no 
one inside.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were 
puzzled, wondering what would come of this.  

25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple 
courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the 
apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  

27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be 
questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. 
“Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this 
man’s blood.”  

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30 The God of 
our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God 
exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom 
God has given to those who obey him.”  

33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee 
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the 
Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed them: 
“Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas 
appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, 
all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean 
appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all 
his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men 
alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from 
God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”  

40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  

41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of 
suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, 
they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ. 

 Years after this, Saul—had become Paul and wrote the words we 
find in Romans 13 that connect with what comes before summarized 
in that last verse of Romans 12 verse 21… 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
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13Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who 
do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 
Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent 
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.  

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time 
to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law... 

 And now let me read today’s verses from 1 Peter and then ask you a 
question…READ 1 Peter 2:13-17 

 It is clear that Peter and Paul are thinking about the same matter of 
“good-doing” with relationship to an authority—namely human 
governmental authority. They agree that “good” involves some 
matter of submission to that authority. 

 Here is the question? Having read both Peter and Paul’s descriptions 
of “good-doing” with relationship to human governmental authority, 
did Peter and the other apostles do “good” back in those early days 
of the church in Jerusalem when they said:  “We must obey God 
rather than men!” and they continued to preach Jesus even after 
the authority sad they should not? 

 Or, had Peter changed his mind in later years as he wrote this letter? 
 I know some of you are about to bust a gut to tell me why your 

understanding of how submission to governmental authority is 
supposed to work in your circumstances and all the reasons we 
should disobey our corrupt authorities today. 

 It is for that very reason—the fact that this topic produces so many 
different conclusions and usually produces them with such strong 
feelings in many of us—it is for this reason that I have essentially 
preached this sermon “backwards.” 
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 Lest your gut bust and we be faced with a great amount of additional 
clean-up work this morning let me say this: I do not believe Peter 
was wrong to disobey the authorities in Jerusalem. I do not believe 
he has changed his mind about that later in this letter nor that Paul 
would have said he was wrong. 

 I do believe that many times “good-doing” as both Peter and Paul 
admonish us with relationship to governmental authority does 
produce very difficult questions and quandaries which tear us up 
inside and sometimes tear us apart from each other.  

 One well-known example of this was brought out anew in Metaxas’ 
interesting, popular, thick, bestselling book on Bonhoeffer and I 
believed it is backed up by Bonhoeffer’s own words in the not-so-
popular, thick, book called “Dietrich Bonhoeffer Ethics.” 

 Bonhoeffer’s church, in general was “submitting,” in general, to the 
governmental authority of Hitler. Bonhoeffer, a pacifist, by values 
after heart wrenching contemplation came to the conclusion that he 
ought to help assassinate Hitler. In other words the “good” was to 
remove the human governmental authority rather than bow to it. 

 God gave him no handwriting on the wall telling him this was the 
“good.” Bonhoeffer could not achieve “internal peace” that he could 
call hearing from God in the matter. 

 In the end, he chose what seemed the lesser of 2 evils by a far 
stretch and said he would “cast himself on the grace of God!” 

 Was God in their assassination plan? It didn’t work and Bonhoeffer 
gave up his life over it. So not even the pragmatic metric of “it 
worked” was there to speak a message from God. Some still think 
this choice by Bonhoeffer was nothing but the first step on a 
“slippery slope” to justifying disobedience to 1 Peter 2 and Romans 
13. God has not chosen to write his opinion of the choice in the sky 
for us to know for sure. 
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 So, how will we truly know for sure what the “good-doing” is and is 
not living as part of the LIVING TEMPLE and HOLY PRIESTHOOD of 
God in this dark, often god-less, world? Sorry for you control freaks 
who want to get a perfect “A” every time. Like Bonhoeffer, We will 
not always know for sure! 

 So what is the point of 1 Peter 2:13-17 and Romans 13 if they don’t 
tell us exactly how to do this? I am very glad you asked. That is why I 
have preached this sermon. 

 Some of us don’t like this but God more often speaks of the why—
the attitude—the values behind what moves us not the actual moves 
we make.  

 Fallen human flesh always—always--always has an issue with 
external authority. This is because the very identity of fallen human 
flesh revolves around the rejection of the Creator God’s authority. 
The flesh can ultimately allow no cracks in its “I am my own 
authority” façade. 

 As we are going to see, God has placed various imperfect human 
authorities in the world to surface this heart issue with external 
authority. Examples will be government, marriage, family, church 
and so on. 

 All of these have been designed in ways that raise matters of 
authority. All of these have been designed to expose hearts that are 
characterized by rebellion. That controlling rebellion is ultimately not 
about the human authority. It is about a heart that refuses to submit 
to any authority—especially to the Creator God’s authority. 

 The “good-living” in relationship to governmental authority is 
produced by the why I do what I do toward it versus just the what. I 
will not overcome evil with evil according to Scripture but I will also 
not be doing “good” if that good comes out of a heart of rebellion. 

 What moves me to act against a governmental authority? Is it a 
considered heart of wanting most God to be glorified by my good-
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doing? Or is it because my gut is twisted over some external human 
authority telling me what to do and my flesh hates that?  

 I can’t always tell you what to do with relationship to a governing 
authority that does evil rather than its job of promoting good.  

 I can tell you that the good that will shine God’s glory has to come 
out of a heart of submission rather than rebellion.  

 This world is not our home. We are not going to fix it with any of its 
worldly tools. We are not here to make this world better and better 
until it is heaven on earth. Only Jesus can make it better by fixing it 
perfectly when he returns. 

 We are here to shine as the Living Temple in the darkness saying, 
“God is here! This is his truth!” even if the human authorities tell us 
to shut up. 

 We are here to accept what the world does to people who say such 
things. 

 There are great blessings and privileges to being part—at least 
ostensibly--of a representative democracy. We supposedly have a 
legitimate voice in matters of governmental authority. 

 Given the nature of fallen flesh and the fact that most who represent 
us and thus shape the exercise of that authority are driven by the 
flesh and not by the good-doing for God’s glory, what might we 
expect? Do we think we are going to have a pure democracy that 
loves God, His Living temple and seeing his glory in good-working?  

 How will we respond? In a small way it is reflected even in the 
attitude of how we vote. Do I vote to “crush that idiot who thinks 
they have the right to do that to me? Or “God may your good-doing 
be on display in love and me not returning evil for evil.”  

 Sometimes there seems to be no purely good choice even in small 
governmental matters. However there can always be a purely good 
heart of good-doing submission rather than fleshly rebellion.  


