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 Agur the son of Jakeh, a writer of biblical proverbs said, “There are 
three things that are too amazing for me; four that I do not 
understand.” His list included flying eagles, slithering snakes, ships 
on waves and men with women. 

 My list of four things that are too amazing for me to understand still 
includes men with women but then moves to the way of Bitcoin, the 
business model of Good RX and more, importantly, for this morning, 
the church in our culture showing we are Jesus’ disciples by how we 
love one another.  

 Last week the Apostle Peter told us that, together, God is building 
us—Jesus’ church—as living stones together into a living temple 
where we operate together as the holy priesthood making God 
visible and accessible to the world in which we live together. 

 In our individualistic, self-centered culture where we are told we are 
each the center of our own universe, this is too amazing and I do not 
understand. 

 In our current setting where very often, even in what we call the 
church, where we so often seek our self-designated stages upon 
which we perform for human approval that provides us with a 
fleeting feeling of significance through empty, self-conjured purpose, 
it is too amazing for me to understand and to then program how we 
will make our identity as followers of the Jesus Christ of Scripture 
known to the world. 

 It is not just these cultural issues that have seeped into the church 
that make this too hard for me to understand. It is, added to this, the 
biblical reality that the world of unbelievers have a natural bent of 
rejecting Jesus. 
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 That was the line of thought that began in our passage last week and 
continued in some OT illustrative quotes. I want us to consider it 
today. 

 We will eventually be looking at 1 Peter 2:4-8 this morning.  
 As, we living stones together are being built into a living temple 

together that can display the glory of God together the world, we are 
built in alignment with the shape—the character—the traits of a 
unique, living corner stone.  That cornerstone, finally revealed to the 
Jewish nation turned out to be Jesus of Nazareth—Jesus the Christ—
Jesus the Son of God—very God himself incarnate. 

 When we speak of wanting to grown in Christlikeness, we are 
agreeing with Peter’s designation of Jesus Christ as the stone that 
controls how we align. However, when he speaks in terms of 
Christlikeness, he speaks in corporate terms. We are somehow 
supposed to be aligned in this together. 

 AND, the “WE,” and “this is too amazing for me; something I do not 
understand” we are not only NOT simply to do this aligning as 
individuals in spite of the cry for that with which we tend to be 
infected by our culture. 

 The corporate “WE” also extends beyond the “WE” we call our very 
own familiar FBC where we feel like we at least have some control to 
make things happen as they should. The “WE” ultimately extends to 
how we love beyond our comfortable church walls—which, now 
intentionally, aren’t nearly as normal, familiar and comfortable as 
they were just some months ago. 

 This potential negative response of an unbelieving world to a people 
who love one another and thus look like Jesus, was no surprise to 
God. Again, I am moved to the Peter’s friend and fellow Apostle John 
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and what he recorded in his Gospel. He wrote down these words of 
Jesus himself: “John 15:5–25 (NIV84) 

 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I 
in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 

If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples.  

 I think I may have usually read this part with an individualistic 
mindset. I’ve read it as if it were only about me being a good solitary, 
abiding Christian relying on Jesus. At its heart, however, a vine- 
picture includes connection. It is one plant not many separate grape 
plants. Let’s continue with John’s words in John 15… 

 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 
joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 
down his life for his friends.  

 On the night before they crucified our Lord, this is what Jesus himself 
emphasized about his people aligning with him as the living 
Cornerstone. Continue in verse 14… 

 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call 
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 
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choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever 
you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 Sounds to me like Jesus is saying “Guys, you now have the mission.” 
He is like the pilot saying to the co-pilot, “You are now in control of 
the airplane, please acknowledge!” 

 Then in verse 18 he points out what could be an unexpected, 
confusing, maybe even frightening aspect of the mission they are 
now undertaking. They will be living stones in a living temple 
displaying the Creator, Redeemer God. As a Holy priesthood, they 
will be offering rescue and life to helpless hopeless humans. Yet, the 
response might not be what is expected. Look at verse 18 and 
following… 

  18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If 
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you 
do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 
That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember the words I spoke to 
you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will 
obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my 
name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 22 If I had not 
come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, 
however, they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who hates me 
hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them what no 
one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have 
seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my 
Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They 
hated me without reason.’ 
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 Having heard this from Jesus, no wonder the Apostle Peter kept 
emphasizing that this world is not our home. We do not live for the 
passing blessings of this world or for its meaningless approval. The 
world doesn’t really know what to approve! 

 Jesus warned the guys who would start and lead His first church as 
part of God’s redemptive mission that they might well be hated for it 
even if they were doing everything as God wanted. Sin makes people 
misunderstand what is good and what is bad—what is laudable and 
what is deplorable. 

 Sin messes up the human for their purpose of glorifying God. The 
truly loving think to do for them is help them to see how sin does 
this, but they usually won’t like it. 

 The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church much the same 
thing. This was a church that was caught up in the ways of the world 
and its values. This was a church that wanted to have something to 
do with the mission but still wanted to maintain the comforts of a 
Corinthian lifestyle. 

 In 1 Corinthians 1 beginning at verse 18 he wrote: 1 Corinthians 
1:18–31 (NIV84) 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where is 
the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous 
signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to 
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those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God 
is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than man’s strength. 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you 
were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not 
many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things 
that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may 
boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is 
written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

 It’s nice to know that God counts me among the world’s unwise, 
non-influential, common, foolish, weak, lowly and despised folks. 
That evidently makes me a good fit for His mission.  

 The Jewish mindset of that world wanted tangible proofs. The Greek 
mindset of that world wanted smart, rational thinking. Both thought 
that claim that a man dying on a cross somehow impacted their lives 
in this world to be utter nonsense—foolishness! 

 You could substitute descriptions such as the scientific mindset or 
the woke mindset or the nationalistic mindset or the Davos mindset 
and many others today. Each thinks our Scriptural mindset with its 
answers in faith in Jesus Christ is utter foolishness. 

 Peter says we are going to be this living temple of living stones 
aligned around the living cornerstone Jesus Christ. We are going to 
be its priesthood—God’s go-betweens to the world. How will the 
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world most often receive us doing the very thing we are called to 
do? 

 Finally, let’s Read 1 Peter 2: 4-8 
 “Scripture says,” says Peter quoting the prophet Isaiah in a passage 

about the LORD ultimately utterly triumphing over the sin and death 
of the world with his righteousness, justice and peace…Peter says 
that this cornerstone is that same cornerstone of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

 The LORD this world finds foolish and rejects will one day be 
revealed as the absolute truth and wisdom. 

 So, meanwhile, while the world rejects what you shine from your 
temple and offer through your priesthood—meanwhile TRUST the 
LORD anyway. You will not be disappointed! The truth will come out 
and the truth will win out. 

 Of course if we have trusted Jesus, if we have believed Scripture, 
Jesus and the truth of who he is and what he has accomplished is 
precious to us. This is why we celebrate the Lord’s Table. We want to 
be reminded because that truth of our salvation is precious to us. 

 The Psalmist called Israel to Thanksgiving to the LORD recognizing 
the world wouldn’t understand why. The world is like builders 
looking for the pinnacle stone of a project—the stone that all will see 
on display—the capstone—and passing over the most beautiful 
stone possible. They couldn’t see its potential from their blind eyes. 

 This beautiful capstone or cornerstone, rather than catching their 
eyes so they see it for what it is remains buried but sticking up 
enough that they trip over it and fall down. The tripping stone makes 
them angry for being there and being in the way of the life they want 
to live. 
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 Why couldn’t they see it? Why does the most beautiful, most 
important stone in the world become a tripping stone as the Prophet 
Isaiah had put it and Peter had quoted? 

 It is because they hear the truth and choose to reject it. They choose 
to disobey its clear message of truth. When a human refuses God’s 
truth, God’s truth becomes a stumbling block to the life they want to 
live without God. 

 Some suggest Peter is saying that certain humans are destined to 
disobey. They are the “unelected” in their theology. However, Peter 
is instead saying that humans who refuse God’s truth are destined to 
stumble over that truth. God’s truth won’t go away and leave them 
alone simply because they choose not to believe it. 

 So, even the OT prophets and psalmists already knew that not 
everyone would believe God’s truth. They knew that God’s 
inconvenient truth would continue to haunt them and cause issues 
in their lives. 

 Jesus, John, Paul and Peter all made it clear that the now clear truth 
of Jesus as Christ the Redeemer and Lord would not be believed by 
everyone. Many humans would call it “foolishness.” However, that 
would not make that truth any less true. It would not make it go 
away. It would always be there to trip them and cause them to 
stumble and fall. It would always be there to create resentment and 
even anger. 

 These men also knew those who believed in and represented this 
truth would receive the same rejection by those who did not believe. 
That rejection might be active persecution or might be simply being 
thought of as a fool. 

 Why does Peter insert these OT quotations and this idea here? I 
suspect it is because he wants the readers and us to know that the 
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world won’t always welcome a living temple and a holy priesthood. 
Sometimes the world will even throw rocks at the windows of the 
temple and mock the priests of the priesthood. 

 Expect it! Don’t be surprised! Don’t compromise the mission—don’t 
soften the truth to win approval by the unbelieving world. Don’t 
deviate from the pattern laid out by the Cornerstone in Scripture.  

 Compromise in the name of the world’s definition of love, shading 
the truth so the world can accept what we say—these are NOT how 
we will accomplish the mission of the living Temple and holy 
priesthood of Jesus’ church. 

 So how will we? Boy! That’s the question isn’t it! That is the question 
I feel so deeply even as we look at potential places to facilitate this 
mission. 

 I’ve played a thought game around this hard to answer question. I 
have tried to place myself in the shoes of an unbeliever and ask 
when they see what God’s people call the church today in our 
culture, what do they see? What is on display? Is it the glory of the 
LORD as the living Temple aligned with the Cornerstone?  

 So what do you think unbelievers see when they see church? And 
have we done some things as the church to confuse them? That is 
not a rhetorical question this morning…  

 eg.,[buildings/meetings/moralities/do-gooders/competitors/super-
star wanabees/bad movies/repetitive songs/ 
haters/racists/nationalists/one world-ers/politicians/science-
deniers/hypocrites/weaklings/??????? 

 Much of the world will already reject us because of truth and their 
sin. However, what do we do that makes what we are meant to be as 
the church even harder to see? Or, how have we compromised as 
the church in the name of love or for acceptance “for the mission?” 


