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 I find it more than interesting that our study in the Apostle Peter’s 
first epistle keeps pointing me back to events in John’s Gospel. I 
guess it shouldn’t surprise me since both books in Scripture had the 
same divine author and the two human authors knew each other 
well. 

 Think back to John 4 when Jesus had the conversation about “water” 
with a very “thirsty” Samaritan woman. The interplay of that 
narrative circles some around the ambiguity of “thirst.” What is she 
thirsty for and how will that thirst be quenched? 

 Is it only a discussion of earthly H-2-O or something more? Of course 
we know it is something more. It is a discussion about everlasting 
water that Jesus will provide quenching some deeper thirst in her 
forevermore.  

 If you look up the word “thirsty” in the Urban Dictionary to see how 
we use it metaphorically in our everyday culture, you get entries 
such as “1. Too eager to get something; 2. Desperate; and 3. 
Desperately craving attention.” 

 In our hipper vernacular, to say “she is a thirsty woman” is not 
necessarily a complement or even a morally neutral statement. 

 The Samaritan woman’s story, at least the little we know of it, is 
marked by a thirstiness for something. It is also marked by her 
attempts to slake that thirst for something through serial 
relationships with human men. She had five previous husbands and 
was living with a sixth man when she met Jesus. She was a thirsty 
woman but what she was choosing to drink wasn’t helping that thirst 
go away. 

 In a Gospel that says so much about simple faith in Jesus resulting in 
a new birth to an irrevocable everlasting life in connection with the 
Creator God, what do we read in this story?  
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 Was this thirsty woman thirsting to go to heaven when she died? Is 
that the thirst that Jesus raised? Certainly he was not explicit about 
it if that was want he was talking about. 

 No, it was a different thirst deep inside her that Jesus detected. I 
don’t think it is too big a step to conclude it was what the Urban 
Dictionary really means when it defines thirsty as “desperately 
craving attention.” 

 The Urban Dictionary is certainly not biblically, spiritually and 
theologically aware so they only describe the outward manifestation. 
Why such a need for “attention?” What is behind this need? It is this 
woman’s need, this human person created with the purpose of 
“imaging God” in this world,--her need to fulfill that deep created 
purpose. 

 However, without all that Jesus can give her, she only has the broken 
and sinful means of this world to try to satisfy her thirst and they 
cannot. They cannot ever do that—not the richest, best, most golden 
things of this world can satisfy the need created in us to be like God 
together. 

 When Maslow put his hierarchy of needs in order, he missed this 
need and it is the deepest need in humans. It is also the need that 
must be covered over most by humans who don’t know God through 
Jesus because they ultimately are utterly hopeless to be able to find 
a way and a means in this world, apart from God, to meet it.  

 Peter, early in Scripture, looks to be a thirsty man. He must have all 
the answers. He must be the king of the hill. He must even tell Jesus, 
the Son of God, how not to do things. 

 This tells me that even we Christians—believers in Jesus with 
everlasting life we will never ever lose, can still be thirsty! We can 
still be trying to quench that deep thirst in us, because we were 
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created to image God together,--we can still be tempted to try to 
quench it in worldly ways. The temptation is strong because theses 
ways are so immediately present to us through our flesh. 

 My previous two sermons have spoken of humans attempting to 
quench this thirst by acting out life on a stage. These self-created or 
self-designated stages are platforms which we then use to get 
applause. Actually we use them to get attention because attention, 
good or bad, applauded or not, still brings a feeling of significance. At 
least people know I are alive, I am here, they see me and they are 
thinking about me.  

 The thirst in us is never really quenched by such earthly human 
means. We cannot get enough human attention to truly give us 
significance. The deep need created in us to be like God together is 
still there and must be pushed even deeper inside. 

 This produces new means of coping with that thirst that can become 
all-consuming. Ultimately we are not seeking simply to be like God. 
Rather, our need becomes to be God. As “god” we now can define 
sin, morality, identity and all of life how we would define it as “god.” 

 Remember, just a moment ago, I besmirched Peter by suggesting he 
was a thirsty man, along these lines,—especially in the stories of his 
younger days with Jesus and the other Apostles. 

 Even after the resurrection,as Jesus was forgiving him for drinking 
the wrong water, Peter must know “what about Him?” What is going 
to happen to John? Will he be on the stage I want to be on? Jesus’ 
essentially said “that is none of your business—that shouldn’t matter 
to you--that’s the world’s water and it is all poison—every drop of it. 

 Now, as he writes his 2 epistles, the Apostle Peter is older and he is 
pretty sure he is about to die. Now he tells real believers—believers 
who are born again like you and me, “don’t get tricked into trying to 
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deal with that thirst in you by drinking the poison waters of this 
world!”  

 But I thought Jesus told the woman she would never thirst again if 
she only took a drink of his everlasting life giving water. True. She 
would have no real thirst.  

 However Scripture teaches us that the waters of this world, rather 
than quenching our thirst are like a man hanging on for life floating 
in the sea after a ship has been destroyed by a storm. Floating for 
days he becomes thirsty. In his right mind he knows that the salt 
water of the sea will not help him. Eventually, in amoment of weak 
thinking about that reality he drinks the saltwater. Far from 
quenching his thrist it only manes it horribly more demanding. 

 Drinking the waters of this world will raise again the thirst no 
believer need face for the ways of this world. 

 Peter, in his first epistle, now having lived many years drinking the 
waters of eternal life so that they have sprung up in him like a 
refreshing ever present gushing spring--Peter is trying to warn those 
following in his footsteps. 

 The waters of this world will only increase a thirst you need not 
suffer. Don’t drink them! If you do you will waste your life for God as 
one who images him together with other believers. Instead, save 
your soul—save your life! 

 He has described how to do that in the parts we have already read—
how to be shaped like God in his holiness by desperately sucking in 
the truth of God from his Scriptures rather than by the world in its 
brokenness and desperately trying to make yourself feel good and 
significant He has told us how to fulfill our created purpose in this 
life rather than squander it and always feel thirsty as we cover up 
that wasted life. 
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 That’s the review. Half way through today’s time, that’s the context 
for today’s sermon. What is todays sermon? Its about just 2 verses. 

 Today’s sermon is that, as we fulfill our created purpose, we are not 
simply individuals who image God individualistically. We are people 
who must do this TOGETHER or we will continue to thirst. Let’s think 
of the image Peter uses. He tells us… 

 As we each are growing up in our salvation so that we do not waste 
our lives with regard to our created purpose and do not thirst 
without relief because we are drinking the right milk—in verse 4 of 1 
Peter chapter 2, Peter says we will be “coming to Him…” in a 
particular way—actually in a particular form TOGETHER. 

  Let’s read just 2:4-5. READ 1 Peter 2:4-5 
 Together, we are being built to be God’s Temple. What does a 

temple do—what is the purpose of a temple? Think back to the one 
built in Israel by Solomon. The Temple was the Hose of the Lord. 
They knew it was not literally his house. He was not physically in it 
and contained by it. BUT the Temple meant God dwells with us in a 
visible way. 

 The Temple was built for communing or connecting with God. The 
Temple was  the place where the human mediators could help the 
people do this. The Temple was a building and a place that told the 
truth of the need for sacrifice to approach God because of human 
sin. The Temple was so many things. 

 One thing the Temple was for sure was a way to put God on display 
in this world. The Temple was God’s house on earth. 

 All this sounds like the Temple—the Housing Place of God on earth, 
connected with the purpose created in humans to show what God is 
like—to image God. Want to see what God looks like? Go to his 
house and look at him. 
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 Today, when we select our stages—the platforms upon which we 
will act to gain personal significance—one thing is clear, we will use 
other people in our performances but that stage—that spotlight, 
belongs to us alone. Even when we love someone deeply, if they get 
in the way of that significance we will kick them off our stage and 
keep them isolated from it to protect our significance gathering. 

 Thus, if our platform—our stage—Is a religious or churchy platform 
we must find churchy ways to act individually in order to get the 
attention and significance for which we thirst. 

 By ourselves we try to slake our thirst to be significant with 
individual, personal, morality. Many if not most un-churched people 
think that is what we are all about. 

 If not that it is all about me generally being a nice person and doing 
nice deeds by the definition of nice person and nice deeds at the 
time. 

 For some it is just being busy—busier and thus more servant-like 
than anyone else in a church so that people can notice my humble 
servant’s heart. 

 For some it is just being the church boss—officially or de facto. 
 For some it is being the Bible Answer man or woman who never met 

a question for which they had no immediate and certainly correct 
biblical answer. Never being wrong no matter what others might say. 

 For some it is teaching or preaching messages of so-called truth that 
always seem to agree with what everyone wants to hear so that 
everyone can pat me on the back for reinforcing their already firmly 
held ideas of what will make them significant. 

 For some it is always personally receiving individual messages 
directly from God that should be accepted and applied by everyone 
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else or they are wrong. This is a way I can never make a mistake in 
any choice I make because I simply must conclude “God told me!” 

 For some it is about me being politically correct in a way acceptable 
to those before whom I perform for the significance.  

 Here what is critical about all of these examples of which there could 
be many more. All of these things are things I can do and be I can do 
and be all of them isolated by myself. I may use others on my stage 
for the performance but in the end it is always a soliloquy I am 
performing.  

 The way you can often tell this is to get in the way of someone’s 
performance. See what they do to you then! See how they treat you. 
See if they will even acknowledge your presence unless they are 
forced to do so. 

 We are being built into a living—an alive—house of God—a living 
alive temple TOGETHER to image God. If we are trying to do this 
alone we are almost certainly on our stage performing for our own 
significance. 

 I say almost certainly because  I suppose Tom Hanks character in 
“Castaway” might have been forced to image God alone to Wilson 
the volleyball. However even then he wouldn’t have truly been alone 
if he had been together before his plane crashed and had prayer 
partners with whom he was still connected. BTW: Castaway was not 
about imaging God. It just seemed to be a good, snarky example to 
use. 

 A person might be physically “alone” in circumstances and still be 
imaging God TOGTHER because of the loving connections they have 
with other believers. This is not a physical picture Peter is drawing. It 
is a “LIVING” picture of God’s house. 
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 We all, as the church, if we are doing this as Peter says we must in 
order not to waste our lives, are all approaching one LIVING STONE. 
That is the resurrected LIVING Jesus Christ. 

 We approach him as living stones together because he is the unique, 
LIVING Cornerstone, that shapes the entire rest of the temple-
building project that is how we will display God—TOGETHER. 

 We are not meant to be individual “morality—good work—Bible 
fact” stones rolling around in the world just as we please thinking we 
are looking like God seeking our own significance when everyone 
who sees us is saying, “Watch out! That crazy rock will run over you 
and crush you!” 

 Again, we are to be shaped into a LIVING House of God TOGETHER 
around the One LIVING Cornerstone Jesus Christ. 

 At the same time in Peter’s picture, as a LIVING House of God putting 
God on display together shaped by the cornerstone Jesus Christ 
together, we are also serving as the holy (that is God-shaped 
priesthood of the LIVING temple. 

 What do priests do, They are the mediators—the go-betweens that  
connect other humans with the LIVING Temple that has put God on 
display. When they see it and realize God is there in that LIVING-
stone House—when they want to know more and they realize that is 
the answer to their unquenchable thirst, we are to be the priesthood 
together that brings them home to God’s house. 

 In the Temple, as Peter knew it, the priesthood was constantly telling 
the story of sin and redemption by sacrifices—by offerings that 
required that a life had been given somewhere along the line to 
make all this seeing God and being part of his temple possible. 

 Peter doesn’t elaborate here as Paul did in Romans 12. This is a 
LIVING temple made from Living stone built in conformity with a 
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living cornerstone so a living priest hood could offer LIVING 
sacrifices. 

 We don’t offer sacrifices by killing animals or by crucifying Jesus. We 
offer the living sacrifices of humbly giving our lives for God 
redemptive mission to others. 

In Romans 12:1-2 the Apostle Paul wrote with very similar words in a 
similar big context: Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 I’ve been trying to say that one very common pattern of our world and 
especially our culture today is for us to climb up on our individual 
stages and perform in ways that bring nothing more, at best, than 
passing worldly significance and approval. 

 If we climb down and become part of a different stage—part of the 
LIVING temple stage where only God alone is ever in the spotlight, 
that will be a LIVING sacrifice by the ways of our world.  

 I will be sacrificing, my perceived Identity, my perceived significance, 
my preferences, my ways, my authority, my rights! I will be sacrificing 
so many things this world tells me are mine and tells me give me 
significance and purpose when they do not. 

 In 1979, the bassist of the rock band Pink Floyd wrote a rock opera 
called “the Wall.” In it was a reoccurring theme, for all the matters 
against which they were rebelling at the time including the 
educational system of the day. It was the song that had the lyrics 
familiar to some of us: “All in all it’s just another brick in the wall…All 
in all you’re just another brink in the wall.” 
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 If I get what you are saying, Raleigh, won’t this make me into nothing 
but just another insignificant brick in a wall. 

 I doubt Peter had this illustration in mind, but I do. As I was 
contemplating these verses during the week, I visited a house of one 
of us. That house has a number of very special strong and beautiful 
walls. They are not made from identical cinder blocks or bricks. They 
are made from ROCKS—stones big and small—stones shaped so that 
not one of them is exactly like another. Yet, even with these different 
shapes, sizes, colors and textures, there is a wall—a strong beautiful, 
memorable wall. 

 I think that is what the LIVING stones built together, aligned by being 
like Jesus Christ into the walls of the LIVING house of God are like in 
Peter’s picture. 

 You may have noticed I skipped the idea of that cornerstone being 
rejected. I will look at that next week as Peter uses some quotations 
to emphasize what is going on when so many in the world see the 
Living House of God and still are not drawn to it. 

 But let me finish with an encouragement that may seem to come out 
of left-field but that I think applies perfectly well here to the just 
another brick in the wall possibility. 

 If I humble myself and especially by coming down off my individual 
stage where I perform for significance—if I allow myself to become 
built TOGETHER with you into the LIVING wall of the LIVING temple 
that shows what God is like—if I do that by putting God’s truth first 
and by humbly caring more about you than I do me—if I do that won’t 
I just get lost in this world and amount to nothing! 

 Yes, by the world’s standards, by the values it holds, that is a great 
danger. You will not be able to make yourself be as personally 
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significance and valuable as your flesh might like. This is why Peter 
and Paul call it a living sacrifice. 

 But, here is the left field point. Do you remember in 1 Timothy 2 
around verse 15? In that context Paul is trying help Timothy address 
the problem of some women in the church who have been using the 
church as their stage for personal significance. His answer is to tell the 
women in Ephesus to submit to the male leadership of the church, to 
quit trying to be on stage by being known as “the teacher.” 

 Do you recall that Paul then supports his argument by returning to 
what happened in the Fall. He reminds them that the woman was 
deceived and became a sinner. A few weeks ago now, I made the point 
that the core of that deception had to do with the created desire to 
be like God by doing that our own way and thus trying to become a 
“god”  

 This puts what Paul says in verse 15, a verse that has confounded so 
many interpreters, into the ballpark. 

 After telling women to sacrifice their individual stages for significance 
by being submissive and quiet in the Ephesian church he wants to 
encourage them that this will not make them just another brick in the 
wall. 

 He says: But women will be saved through child bearing—if they 
continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. Is he saying 
women must have a baby to go to heaven? Is he saying that if you are 
a holy woman there is not chance you will die in childbirth? No and 
no! 

 He is saying, just as Peter is saying: Women, don’t be afraid to sacrifice 
the world’s ways of gaining significance! God will SAVE your life—God 
will give it true, eternal significance his way as a living stone in the 
living temple fulfilling the living purpose for which you were created. 
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 I believe we all can extrapolate this specific example to conclude. 
When we sacrificially give up our individual stage for significance we 
lose nothing really that matters. 

 When we quit the spotlight and live every day for God to be seen in 
us TOGTHER in ways his word says are true and valuable, will we lose 
our personal significance. It often feels like we might. 

 Instead, when we quit trying to make something of our self by our self, 
rather than losing our life, Peter and Paul would agree, God saves our 
life by giving it a weight of eternal gold—eternal glory.  


