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  The well-known line,“All the world’s a stage, And all the men and 
women merely players; They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts…” is spoken by the 
melancholy senior nobleman, Jaques, pronounced Jayks (or Jayqueez 
at different points) He speaks it in a now famous speech as he is 
serving as an observant commentator in Shakespeare’s play, As You 
Like It. 

 Jakys’ or Jayqueez’ speech moves off in a different direction than I 
have in mind this morning but the image of life being a stage upon 
which humans act out who they want to be remains stuck in my 
head.  

 Some time ago, I read an excellent book by Carl R. Trueman titled, 
The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, 
Expressive Individualism, and the Road to the Sexual Revolution. 
More than once Trueman, and others he cites, point out that, in our 
modern culture, even the church of Jesus Christ, has often been 
made into a stage.  

 This stage becomes the place where many of us attempt to present 
the identity we want for ourselves asking for the affirmation of that 
identity by others. Many have come to believe that this affirmation 
by others is a major purpose if not THE purpose of Jesus’ church. This 
affirmation has, for many Christian church-goers, become the very 
definition of “love.” 

 A lack of this personal affirmation—a refusal to give it even 
withholding it for the best of intentions—is then seen as being 
unloving. 

 For some, when a church is not focused on loving me the way I want 
to be loved—that is by affirming me as I present myself on the stage 
of church-going—this church is not a church I want to attend.  
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 “If a church doesn’t affirm me in ways that make me feel good—my 
preferences—my needs—my personal theology—my significance-- 
what use is going to that church? I’ll pick another that I like better 
because it makes me feel better rather than feel un-affirmed exactly 
as I am and exactly as I want to appear for my significance on the 
stage of church.” 

 In our culture, the church of Jesus Christ has often become 
performative rather than the formative community of discipleship it 
was made to be by God. It has become about making people feel 
good rather than making people holy—that is fixing our feelings and 
fulfilling our desires rather than molding people into the shape of 
God. 

 The Apostle Peter is addressing this matter in a way fit for his time 
and circumstances in his first epistle as well as his second one. He 
has already told us that us focusing on being happy and affirmed in 
this world, by the measures and ways of this world, is a waste of our 
lives. 

 In 1 Peter 1: 13-15 he says: 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for 
action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be 
given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do 
not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all 
you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

 We have already considered what this preparation entails—a 
different mindset about this world—we are strangers and aliens—a 
different focus of our hope—not based in anything this world offers 
as hope but rather based on God’s true words and especially his 
words about Jesus’ return, our judgement and our potential 
rewards. 
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 After all, Peter tells us, there is nothing in this world remotely as 
valuable as the salvation we have received by grace through faith in 
Jesus. There is nothing in this world—not all the gold and silver it 
offers—that is worth anywhere near what the life we have been 
given in Jesus is worth.  

 There is nothing in this passing-away world that will give our life the 
real purpose—the real significance  of serving on God’s mission for 
which we were designed—that is to display his glory in all the earth. 
Nothing earthly is even in the same category!!! 

 This remains true even though this Created purpose, with its 
sanctified mission, will bring some suffering into our lives as we live 
it out in this broken world. 

 How will we be prepared to accomplish this mission? Verses 13-15 
made that clear. We will be molded into the shape of the holiness—
the distinctiveness—the uniqueness of the perfectly sinless God 
rather than into the shape of the broken, sin-filled, cursed shape of 
the world in which we live but to which we do not belong. 

 In the more recent teaching terms of the church we would say we 
will be molded into Christ-likeness. This is the point of the church’s 
discipleship efforts—the churches teaching—the church’s programs. 

 The point of the church is to form us into Christ-likeness. This brings 
real—lasting significance. The Church’s purpose was not meant to be 
a place that provided us with a stage upon which to perform and 
create our own significance as people validated our performance. 

 So, in order to start to get it right, all we need to do is what the 
citation in verse 16 says: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

 That elephant might be a bit too big for most of us to eat in just one 
bite. This is objection is OK and realistic because being holy—
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becoming molded to look like Jesus Christ—like God—is a process for 
all of life. 

 Still, we need to start somewhere—so did Peter’s readers. Where 
shall we start? Please look at verses 22 and following as I read where 
we will pick up in the letter today. READ 1 Peter 1:22-25 

 The citation of Isaiah 40:6-8 here, serves to bridge to a 
reinforcement of the idea in verses 22-23 and another exhortation 
we will look at next Sunday, Lord willing. The two connect but I want 
to look at one simple part of the bigger idea today. Where do we 
start in holiness—being shaped like Jesus Christ—like God—now 
that we are consecrated for the mission of the church together? We 
start just where you might expect. 

 Listen to what Jesus told his disciples concerning where to start 
showing the world they looked like Him—looked like God. It’s found 
in the familiar passages recoding what was spoken the last night 
Jesus had the opportunity to disciple his disciples.  

 In John 13: 33-35, after having just humbled himself to wash the 
dirty feet of his men—humbled himself to serve them and give them 
what they needed rather than thinking of himself and what he 
needed—John records:  John 13:12–17 12 When he had finished 
washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 
“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I 
am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the 
truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these 
things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
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 Then in 13:33-35 he said: 33 “My children, I will be with you only a 
little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell 
you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.” 

  And finally in chapter 15 he said: John 15:1–17  “I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I 
will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I 
am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be 
in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: 
Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
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have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will 
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 That’s pretty clear as a place to start—whether spoken in the Upper 
Room or written in Peter’s letter. 

 We begin the mission as “holified,” God-shaped, Christ-like people 
by loving one another. Case closed! Let’s go do it! 

 But wait, the devil is in the details. Literally, the Devil can indeed be 
in these details. 

 Before reminding us, by quoting the prophet Isaiah, that earthly 
human glory is so very fleeting like grass that withers quickly in the 
hot sun or flowers that dry out and lose their beauty just as quickly, 
Peter does a great deal of qualifying his starting place in verse 22. 

 “Now that you guys are set apart to the mission. Now that you are 
ready, start with obeying the command to love each other. That will 
be the starting place on the mission to showing the world you are 
molded in the shape of God and showing his glory through all the 
earth. But guys “love sincerely—love deeply from the heart.” 

 Peter’s readers probably assumed they know how to love each other 
in a way that would model God. We probably assume we know how 
to do that for each other as well. So why the qualifiers? So why have 
to say “sincerely and deeply?” 

 Probably because we humans can get “love” wrong.” We can 
assume we are loving someone when we are not truly loving them. 

 This is especially true when we have allowed the idea that the world, 
and now even the church, is a stage where I get to perform in ways 
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that make me significant and, to love me, you must give your 
approval to me no matter what. 

 That is, you must love me by making me feel good and feel affirmed 
in whatever I choose to do or to be on the stage of my life. To 
withhold this demand for affirmation that permeates our culture and 
has certainly seeped into the church in big leaking, staining, ugly, 
poisonous ways—to withhold it, is NOT loving me as you should—
and as Jesus commanded you to love me like I want to be loved. 

 If we want to see this in an extreme form in our culture, we need 
only look at the example of ideas of those who are pro-abortion—
those who actively support and promote the killing of innocent 
children. 

 One abortionist made this explicit when invited by the pro-abortion 
political party to testify before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Rules and Oversight Committee to support the goodness of killing 
babies in the womb. She said, “Abortion is a blessing; abortion is an 
act of love; abortion is freedom.” Another said, “Some say abortion is 
un-Christian. I say I am an abortionist because I am a Christian.” 

 According to these absurd quotations, “love” sure is defined in some 
very different ways. Acting like a “Christian” is sure open to different 
interpretations than we might expect. 

 “Love” is now defined, by our culture as accepting and affirming 
even demonstrable untruths. “True men can give birth.” “Biological 
men can compete fairly against biological women in sports if, on 
their stage, they choose to be a woman and not a man.” 

 It is now called “love” to confuse kids about their gender at some of 
the most confusing times of their lives. It is now loving and accepted 
to give teenagers puberty blocking drugs and even surgeries so they 
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can feel significant and loved as they perform the role they have 
chosen on the stage of their choice. 

 Sure, most of Jesus’ church is not this confused and messed up about 
what is loving, but it is only a matter of degree. The same cultural 
force that allows some to define love in these profoundly mixed-up 
ways has seeped into the church as well. 

 “We are on a stage and we get to perform in ways we choose and 
you must always affirm our choices or you don’t love us!” 

 “OK,” says the church! We want you to feel loved—to feel good and 
accepted so we will do things your way. We will tell you you are 
being Christ-like when you demand your preferences and you want to 
be placed first. This is in spite of the modeling of Jesus who made 
himself last as a servant washing dirty feet—as a servant who 
humbled himself to die on the cross. 

 Contrary to how it feels and contrary to much ecclesiology and 
church growth tenets in our culture today, it is not loving of a church 
to try to meet all of people’s felt needs—to make them happy—to 
make them feel good—to make them feel significant.  

 Rather it is loving to teach people the truth—as the Apostle Paul 
said—“in love.” 

 Where do we get that truth? From our feelings? From what makes 
both of us happy in a relationship? From what makes more people 
willing to come to Sunday morning services? From what other 
churches we like do? 

 Where do we get that truth? Only, as verse 25 said, from “the word 
of the Lord that stands forever.”  

 I must be honest here. My experience is that telling and living out 
the truth of Scripture as it defines “love” is, as often as not, a painful 
interaction. It is often a humbling thing rather than an affirming 
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thing making someone feel good about how they are acting out their 
self-chosen role on the stage of the church. 

 Because true love often hurts the flesh, even we leaders can 
sometimes shy away from speaking the truth in love to one another. 
We leaders sometimes like to be liked and affirmed as well. 

 We leaders can be just as infected with the world’s way of getting 
affirmation by seeing the church as our stage and expecting you to 
affirm who we say we are or rejecting you as unloving when you 
don’t make us feel good and affirmed. 

 If you doubt the frequency of this contamination in churches—
including in church leaders—look up and listen to the podcast called 
“The Rise and Fall of Mars Hill.” 

 Some of the episodes at the end of the podcast series delve into why 
it is that so many mega-churches and megachurch leaders in our 
culture end up not showing the world a model of Jesus but rather a 
model of the successes and failures of this world. In other words, in 
the words of Peter, they are often wasting lives rather than saving 
lives as they think and say they are doing. 

 Will love—that is, scripturally defined love—produce a mega-
church?—a happy church?—the church I prefer?—or the church you 
prefer?—the church that looks successful—will true love—
scripturally defined love—produce these affirming churches so 
many demand as a stage for their own significance in our culture? 

 I don’t think so. So, what do you think? Has Raleigh gotten this all 
wrong by suggesting the purpose of Jesus’ church is not my feelings 
and significance? Why else would I even go to church? 

 We’ll have some more to talk about in this area next time. We’ll try 
to ask now that we have done what we have done to what was 
defined as the church “FBC,” was it a good thing? A bad thing? 
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 What might the future  of FBC look like? “Do I even want to be part 
of a church future that doesn’t seek to affirm me on my stage?” 

 What is love—scripturally defined—in FBC going forward? Will it 
perhaps be painful—maybe even more painful than it has already 
been for some of us? Do I want to be a part of that? Should I? 

 I started this morning with a quote from Shakespeare. I’ll finish with 
one from a successful hillbilly pastor spoken to me between the two 
of us many years ago in his office. G. B. Vick led a church that was a 
mega-church before the age of mega-churches. He led a college that 
was a successful Bible college turning out many missionaries, pastors 
and Christian School teachers. He was an old guy when he said these 
words to be. Probably even as old a guy as I am right now. I didn’t 
always agree with him but I respected him. 

 For years, I thought the wisdom he gave me wasn’t very wise. It 
seemed like it was a self-flagellating wisdom that made God mean 
and petty and made life seem like it was always supposed to be hard 
and no fun. 

 But, like so many things in the church’s past I have eventually come 
to see what he said in a different light as true wisdom. It’s like choir 
robes. I hated choir robes until I eventually found out they originated 
not for making a show but rather for covering up the showiness of 
rich peoples’ garb, so poor people could sing in the choir as well. 

 Anyway, I was making a decision about a ministry direction in my 
early twenties. I had options and I didn’t know which to pick. All of 
the options involved others and me trying to love those others.  

 GB Vick with all his white hair, wrinkles and southern accent, listened 
to me in detail about these choices to love, came right out, and said 
it, “Pick the option you like the least.” 



Series: “Saving Our Soul from Wasting Our Life” 
Sermon: “Start with Love Well-Defined” 
Text: 1 Peter 1:22-25 
RGGJR/FBCCS/7-10-22 UNEDITED 

11 
 

 That was his wisdom. It felt like he was saying my ministry would 
always be about God making me do things I didn’t like and never 
enjoyed—always picking the least appealing option.  

 After many years now, I have realized what GB Vick was saying, as he 
listened and with his many years of experience and saw into my 
motivations probably better than I could at that age—GB Vick was 
saying, “Son, it is easy to be confused about loving people when it 
comes to the church. It is easy to think that loving is what makes all 
of us feel good—what we enjoy the most—what gives us all the most 
affirmation and sense of significance. It is easy to mistake self-
fulfillment for love. Son, I think you can’t see that so clearly right 
now—maybe just not yet-- so THIS TIME, pick the sacrifice—pick the 
one that will hurt or at least the one that you would enjoy the least 
because I think your flesh is talking to you. 

 When it comes to FBC right now—this time, scriptural loving may be 
picking options that we personally like the least—the option that 
doesn’t make us all feel so good and so affirmed and so significant. 

 Peter might close this sermon by saying—“That’s OK! That’s not 
what the church of Jesus called FBC is here for anyway.” 


