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 God’s revelation of Himself in His Word is wonderful, beautiful, 
consistent and ALIVE! Let’s read some of what God has told us about 
who he is and who we are—and about REALITY (reality is in much 
shorter supply today—but here, in God’s Word, there is no gas- 
lighting--no false narratives spoken by God to manipulate us—no 
disinformation from God)…so…let’s read some of that truth that we 
have read together already in weeks past. 

 The first part of the Apostle Peter’s first epistle is all tied together in 
a manner that even the logical and grammatical Apostle Paul, with 
his complex sentences that coordinate and subordinate ideas for 
multiple verse at a time, could have appreciated. 

 The old fisherman coming to the end of his life of serving God on this 
broken earth knew how to say, with God’s authority, just what God 
wanted him to say.  

 As he opens his letter, Peter says “hello” to scattered, and thus 
having their faith purified-by-the suffering  that brings, believers in 
Jesus for everlasting life who have also been chosen by God for His 
purposeful redemptive mission in this broken, sinful  world and are 
set apart or identified for that purpose by being stained with the 
sacrificial, sanctifying blood of Jesus the Messiah of God all of which 
makes them foreigners, strangers, aliens in this fallen world because 
it is not their home now and will certainly not be in the future as it it 
is. 

 Again, they are a believing people suffering, chosen, sanctified with 
blood who can never truly be at home in this sinful fallen world. And 
that is exactly who you are—who I am—as well if I have believed in 
Jesus Christ for everlasting life. 

 This means we are destined for much more purpose in life, here and 
now, than simply biding our time trying to make the best of this 
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world’s significance, comfort and control until we die and go to 
heaven—or until Jesus returns. 

 Follow along with me from verse 3 to verse 12 of 1 Peter chapter 1, 
that follows this identifying “hello.” Listen carefully to verse 9 when 
Peter tells them and us he is telling them and us how to save our 
“souls.” By “saving our souls,” he does not mean how to go to 
heaven when we die. He means how we can keep from wasting life 
right now by engaging in the purpose for which God has left us, still 
susceptible to pain and suffering, in a foreign world that is not even 
our home.  
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of 
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—
may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 
goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace 
that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 
11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of 
Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they 
were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things 
that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel 
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to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look 
into these things. 
 Because we are here, by God’s perfect plan in this not-our-home-

suffering susceptible-sinful world for a DIVINE purpose that amazed 
both prophets and angels alike, you’ll see a “Therefore” beginning 
the next verse—verse 13. However, today, before we consider what 
that powerful “therefore” is there for, let me help frame the old 
fisherman’s Spirit-inspired logic by taking you to just the beginning of 
verse 22. 

 Don’t worry! I won’t try to get to verse 22 this morning. In fact I 
wont even get as far as I wanted to get because it is so important to 
take this time to remember and reinforce the very big and wonderful 
and beautiful and consistent and continuous context of what Peter is 
saying as I have been trying to do thus far this morning. 

 Look at just the beginning of verse 22 in chapter 1 please. 22 Now 
that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth… 

 Let’s see how big a context we can come up with for that word 
“purified” in our own recent experience as FBC. Do you remember 
hearing about that lately? 

 Were you here last week? Who exegeted and expounded the Word 
of God for us last week? In Exodus 19 what were the people doing by 
washing their clothes and abstaining for sexual intercourse? (they 
were consecrating or purifying themselves) Why were they doing 
this? Why did they need to do this? (They had been invited by God 
to carefully come into his holy presence—to commune together with 
Him) What happened when they saw the fiery, thundering, cloudy 
mysterious presence of God? (They got afraid and would not 
carefully and thoughtfully and realistically commune with God by 
going up on the mountain into all that fear inducing presence.) 
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 When they would not commune, what did they get instead—for at 
least a time—and it was a very long time? What did they get to 
mediate their careful connection with God rather than a communion 
to which they were invited? (The Law in Exodus 20). Jim made all of 
this so clear last week. I didn’t say he made it easy if you were 
looking to hear a sermon on a new way to be more happy and 
successful in this word—I said clear. Exegesis and exposition are 
often not easy but they are meant to be clear truth from God’s 
Word. We heard that last week. Ask Jim any questions you want to 
help clarify. 

 OK, God’s people said “no!” They got the Law and a mediate 
communion or relationship with God rather than a close personal 
communion. So, forget about what they got. 

 We are now God’s “in Christ people. We are now indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit of God. There could hardly be an opportunity to commune 
more closely with God until Jesus is present again in all of his glory. 

 Now, go back to verses 13, 14 and 15 and let me read these, ask a 
few questions and make just a few comments. 

 READ 1 Peter 1:13-15 
 What do you find in verse 15? (A quotation) From where? (Leviticus 

11:44,45; 19:2 and 20:7) If you go look at those later you’ll find this 
“Be holy because I am holy” command repeated to the people. 

 In the first instance, it is in the context of not eating things like 
snakes, rats and roaches—be Holy as I am Holy—don’t eat these. 

 In the next two occurrences of the command there are a few other 
things added but there is certainly a major emphasis in each on 
relationships in this world—relationships with God certainly —but 
especially relationships with other humans and even relationships 
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with false gods or idols. “Be holy as I am holy.” Relate in this way and  
don’t relate in that way. 

 If you have studied the idea of “being holy” (“quadosh”) or heard 
teaching on it you might be aware that even though we tend to think 
this command to be holy is a command to be good and moral, that is 
really an outcome of holy in these contexts not the heart of what it 
means. 

 “Be holy!” is at its heart a command to be distinct—to be different—
in the OT to be distinct from what is common or profane. 

 Now, when the command  “Be Holy because I am Holy” comes from 
God to his people—as it does in Leviticus and here in 1 Peter—being 
different like God is different—being distinctive as God is distinct of 
course takes on the moral value. 

 Why? Because God is sinless and God is righteous and God is just. 
Thus, to be holy—to be different or distinct as God is different, we 
will be different in these ways as well—different from how the rest 
of the fallen, broken, sinful world lives. 

 So, as Peter has written in chapter 1 so far, because we are here, by 
God’s perfect plan in this not-our-home-suffering-susceptible-sinful 
world for a DIVINE purpose that amazed both prophets and angels 
alike, there is an expected outcome that should come with this 
reality. 

 He makes that connection with the “therefore” in verse 13. Since we 
are here in Christ with this opportunity to live our lives with God’s 
purpose we therefore should what? We should prepare ourselves for 
that mission. 

 The Israelites in Exodus 19 were being called into communion for 
their mission to image God to the rest of the nations. That was to be 
their mission. 
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 To be able to do this—to image God to be distinct like God—holy as 
he is holy they would need to commune with God together as a 
nation. 

 To go up the mountain together and commune with God, they would 
need to be careful and prepare themselves to be ready for that holy 
experience. It was possible. In fact, God invited them. But, they had 
to be prepared or die! That would have been a pretty quick waste of 
life—loosing of their souls—as Peter says it. 

 How were they to prepare so they could commune so that as verse 
22 said—now that you have prepared—now that you have purified 
yourselves—you can do this? 

 Well, once Jesus had died and been resurrected to new life 
preparation for the mission—purification for the mission—wasn’t 
going to be in some ceremonial way life washing their clothes and 
abstaining for three days. 

 No, first, in verse 13, they were to, ”prepare (their) minds for 
action!” The NIV takes all the fun out of this idea. It is actually “gird 
up the loins of your minds.” 

 We had fun with this in Yutes by watch some videos depicting guys 
and gals gathering their loose clothing into a more or less a diaper 
effect to show what it meant. Some of our Yutes even tried to 
demonstrate this for us. 

 If you go to battle in a skirt or a robe it is east for the loose ends of 
all that to get in your way. So, it became a way to say get ready for 
battle to say tie up all your loose ends and get all those distracting 
pieces of cloth out of the way. 

 Here, for peter, the distracting loose ends are potentially in our 
thinking about what is reality—what is truth—what is really coming 
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in the future versus what the world would tell us with all its 
disinformation. 

 Where do we get that truth? We get it from the beautiful, 
wonderful, consistent, continuous Word of God. We will not tie up 
loose ends of thinking by trusting our good feelings about things. I 
can easily trick myself into believing I am thinking and living truth 
based on my feelings. The Deceiver knows that and loves for us to 
live by how we feel about God and truth and our supposed service 
for Him.  

 What else does Peter emphasize in order to come up the mountain 
together, in order to commune with God in order to be purified for 
the mission to which we are called a set apart? 

 “(B)e self-controlled!” Sometimes that is translated “Be sober!” It 
can mean both slightly different connotations. Here I think Peter 
indeed has in mind “being sober” rather than being “irrational” like a 
drunk man might be. Again, he is pointing to know what is rationally 
true because God has said it is true. He is pointing to what is real 
according to God’s revelation rather than what the world assumes is 
real or what we like to feel is real. 

 Anything else? Yes and this is probably what Peter has most in mind 
because this reality was being attacked as early as his day. In our day 
it is often attack by inattention to the reality which then makes it 
irrelevant. But Peter says grab this one up and think rationally about 
its reality. 

 What is it? It is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. If we want our 
minds read so that we are purified and thus able to be on the 
mission which will keep us from wasting our lives, we must find our 
hope—our expectation—that which keeps us going evene as we 
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struggle and suffer in the FACT—the REALITY—that Jesus Christ is 
going to return bodily to this world. 

 This world that is not our home will be changed. It will be redeemed. 
Things will noit always be as they have been and are now. That is a 
big mistake the world makes speaks disinformation and gas lights 
about. 

 Jesus is coming back. This world will be changed in ways we can not 
quite contain in our heads buy we know the truth of some of those 
ways from God’s Word. 

 Our hope is not in fixing this world by caring for the poor, draining 
the swamp, eradicating diseases—or anything like that. Did you hear 
me say we should do any of these things? I didn’t say that! 

 I said our HOPE is not in being successful at doing these to change 
this world as it is. Our HOPE is the certainty that Jesus is returning 
and will redeem all of this creation perfectly. 

 How often, as I struggle in this sinful broken world day-to-day, am I 
focused on the absolute reality of the 2nd coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? Peter tells me I am not prepared to go up the mountain 
together with you for communion and thus certainly not prepared by 
being purified to be in this world on mission if I have not so readied 
my mind—girded up my mind for action by setting my HOPE on Jesus 
return rather than on the hopes this world provides and many 
churches teach as the answer to a happy fulfilled life? 

 Peter says that’s a wasted life—a loosing of my soul! 
 Peter says to his readers in verse 14, when you guys were ignorant of 

this truth—this reality God says is real so it is indeed real—all you 
had to grasp at for purpose and significance in your life was what 
this world seemed to provide. 
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 You conformed yourself—you shaped yourself around the empty 
shape this world gave you as the realities of significance, happiness, 
success and control. 

 That was the only pattern you knew. Now you have another pattern. 
AND, now we are back to verse 15 and all those same citations in 
Leviticus. Here is the pattern. Here is the reality. There is no gas 
lighting—no disinformatiuon here—only truth if you want to save 
your life by being on the mission you were made for—by fulfilling 
your created purpose—Be Holy as I am Holy—says the Lord God of 
reality and truth. 

 Peter will say more about how we are to be different—be distinct as 
God is distinct. Not surprisingly, the very first emphasis will be on 
relationships as it often was in Leviticus. 

 First, however, Peter wants us to know just how empty the way of 
the world is by comparison to the precious way of God. One mold 
produces nothing. The other produces eternal value. 

 That’s far enough in the text for this week. I’ll finish by reminding 
you of one of my church experiences around holiness. 

 I was born about the time rock music was being birthed. In my youth 
days the Beatles were becoming wildly popular. As good, Christian 
kids, we were told in Sunday School. “Do not listen to the Beatles’ 
music!” As an inquisitive kid in Sunday School, I asked why not? I 
even let my hair grow over my ears a bit in a Beatle-ish way so that I 
was not allowed to attend some of the basketball games of Mary’s 
Christian school when she was cheering for the sports steams. 

 Why not? Because it is evil! What makes it evil? It’s just evil! 
 We good Christian kids were also told. “Don’t go to Hollywood 

movies!”  Why not? Because they are evil! All of them? Yes! All of 
them!  
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 However, in this case Mary’s Christian school believed it was not evil 
to watch Disney movies. 

 I realized pretty early on that our concepts of morality, evil, good, 
and later even the idea of holiness needed some work theologically. 

 I also realized that simply saying the word evil didn’t provide any 
explanation let alone a strong motivation to do or not to do 
something. 

 Hmmm? What was going on? As we came to passage in Sunday 
School on “Be Holy as I am Holy” I finally saw a potential way to an 
answer.  

 My teachers saw holiness simply as moral behavior with them 
defining moral and immoral sometimes by personal preference.  

 I came to recognize holiness was not finished when we concluded 
ourselves to be moral! Mere morality in behavior was not the end of 
being holy. 

 Holiness was being like God—not perfectly but as my pattern—my 
mold to shape me. AND—this was critical—behavior was not the end 
goal—purification to be ready for the mission was the goal.  

 Having shorter hair, not listening to secular music, only watching 
selected movies did not fulfill the goal of me being a holy Christian 
on earth. In fact, more often they just made me a more legalistic, 
trapped, judgmental person. 

 My goal—the end of choices to be holy, as revealed in Scripture—
was to be like God—like Jesus Christ—the NT now tells us. And, the 
purpose of this was so we could be purified for communion together 
and be sent out on the mission of imaging the Holy God in a sinful 
world for God’s eternal glory. 

 When I saw holiness in that light rather than the light of mere 
morality, everything changed. 


