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 What do you belive is real? 
 How about a heavyset man with a white beard wearing a red suit 

squeezing into your house through a very narrow opening one 
special night each year to deliver things Amazon forgot? 

 How about a glowing, translucent, winged creature that exchanges 
money for recently loosened teeth? 

 Do you belive, other than on Broadway in a play called Harvey or in a 
place called Wonderland there are hopping white, furry rodents with 
long, narrow ears that are able to decorate and hide a product of 
chicken reproduction once a  year often alongside baskets containing 
chocolate sculptures of their own likeness? 

 Or, how about a large hairy primate that can be as much as 15 feet 
tall that stinks and roams the cold forest on very large feet? 

 How about UFOs? Do you belive in UFO’s? 
 How about the possibility that a large number humans are women 

with an X and Y chromosome pair? Do you belive that is real? 
 How about the possibility of a fish large enough to swallow a man 

and carry him safely long enough to vomit said man out in a 
predetermined location? 

 How about a day—a rotation of the earth that lasted much longer 
than the usual 23 hours, 56 minutes and 4.0989 seconds? 

 How about a man being raised from the dead in grave clothes and 
stinking of corruption to finish a longer life? 

 How about a man raised from the dead with no binding grave 
clothes and no other signs of corruption to live a completely new—
or perhaps reinstituted kind of bodily life that will never end? 

 What do you belive is real? 
 In Europe in the 16th century, there arose a church movement, which 

among other important things, for good reasons, rejected the settled 
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authority of the Catholic Church and, especially the authority of its 
pope.  

 In the same setting, there was already brewing another movement 
that rejected authority. It didn’t come to full fruition until a century 
or more later but it was already steeping in that culture. We call it 
“the Enlightenment.” 

 Simply defined, the Enlightenment, or the “age of enlightenment” 
because it stretched over so much time, was a philosophical shift in 
culture that stressed the rejection of traditional social, religious and 
political ideas as a means of knowing what is real. 

 Human rationalism was enthroned over faith and tradition. Human 
reasoning ability we can innately possess was taped as the power 
within us humans to understand the universe in which we live and to 
make it better and better as we desired. 

  There were certainly real and even good components to the 
Enlightenment. Much superstition with its false authority were 
rejected. Scientific advancements were possible.  

 However, as with any human endeavor by those without God, 
eventually, it resulted in a metaphorical tower of Babel being built. 

 It also resulted in humans declaring themselves the center of the 
universe and able, on their own, to have perspective to be able to 
declare all that is real and unreal. 

 This, I-am-the-capable-center-of-the universe mentality has morphed 
into different forms of expression over the centuries but its core 
principle is the same.  

 Interestingly, in our time, one of the frequent, powerful expressions 
of the I-am-the-capable-center-of-the universe mentality is an 
expression of faith. It is an expression of faith in my ability to know 
all I need to know to know what is right and what is real. 
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 The most recent twist that has been developing for many 
generations is faith, not n my rational knowing but rather faith in my 
feelings. If I feel it is true—if I feel it is real—if I feel it I have faith I 
can trust it. 

 We see that growing everywhere in our culture. We have seen it 
growing in the church as well. The church is open to this proposition 
because we are, after all, a faith-based-institution in the good sense 
of that designation. 

 However, we are NOT faith-based in the sense that we should have 
faith in our feelings because we are the exalted center of the 
universe. We are faith-based because we should have faith in what 
the God who created this universe has told us. 

 The world says have faith in our feelings because we are the center 
of the universe. God says have faith in what He has told us because 
we are not the center of the universe! 

 So, what do you believe is real? 
 How about Satan? Demons? Angels? How about God-inspired 

prophetic words spoken millennia ago about what is really going on 
in this world and in our lives?  

 Where else could I turn than those marvelous words written by CS 
Lewis in The Screwtape Letters with one demon teaching a protégé? 

 “Our policy, for the moment, is to conceal ourselves…I do not think 
you will have much difficulty in keeping the patient in the dark. The 
fact that ‘devils’ are predominately comic figures in the modern 
imagination will help you. If any faint suspicion of your existence 
begins to arise in his mind, suggest to him a picture of something in 
red tights, and persuade him that since he cannot believe in that (it is 
an old textbook method of confusing them) he therefore cannot 
believe in you.” 
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 Why does this matter? Again, CS Lewis says it more eloquently than I 
might… Screwtape writes: “Once you have made the World an end, 
and faith a means, you have almost won your man, and it makes very 
little difference what kind of worldly end he is pursuing. Provided 
that meetings, pamphlets, policies, movements, causes, and 
crusades, matter more to him than prayers and sacraments and 
charity, he is ours – and the more ‘religious’ (on those terms) the 
more securely ours.” 

 Let me clarify in case your mind wasn’t quite awake yet. In order for 
me to keep up the illusion that I am indeed the center of the 
universe, practicality demands the universe be rather small. If I am 
not careful I will be filled with the possibilities that there are things 
that exist and realities that are real that I do not know. 

 As a result, we see what we especially see in our culture today. We 
see people believing the universe begins and ends with what they 
have personally experienced. Perhaps the clearest example of this is 
the propensity to rewrite history form their own personal 
perspective. Reality of history begins only when I begin. It all starts 
with me and how I feel about it. Nothing else is real because it can’t 
be. If it is, I might not have experienced it and thus can’t be at the 
center of it. 

 There is so much we could talk about here but there is one especially 
related point Peter makes very clear in the next few verse of 1 Peter 
1: 10-12. 

 If you live in this world as if you are the center of the universe, these 
words of the authoritative words of the Apostle from God can cause 
some difficulties to accept as real. Of course most often we don’t 
think through such discrepancies. We simply ignore them. 
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 If you have been set free from the lie that you are the center, these 
words, and their realities, form beautiful, encouraging truths. This 
how Peter meant them. They are meant to be an encouragement of 
the reality of the believers life in a world that is not our home. 

 Let me read them from 1 Peter 1: 10-12…READ 1 Peter 1:10-12 
 What is real to us? Is it the reality we sometimes make for ourselves 

so we can be at the center in a world that is not even our home? Or, 
is it the much bigger reality of what God is up, and has always been 
up to, since the Garden? 

 That world is a much bigger world with realities so big they remain 
beyond our human comprehension. That world is not limited to what 
we can know with our own reason and chart with limits that are 
marked out by our short existence. 

 Peter has been trying to tell us that if we are caught up in this world, 
we will be sad and distraught and broken over suffering that we 
cannot fix. If this sinful, broken, sick world is all there is what’s the 
sense in living? Certainly, it makes no sense to delve into the realities 
of its brokenness and attempt to fix it. We will eventually dicover we 
cannot fix it. It is bigger than we thought! 

 Then, it is better to ignore what is real and simply eat drink and be 
merry for tomorrow we die. BTW: We have even concocted 
“christianly” acceptable ways of doing that. They are not too 
obviously sinful but they are not based on values that take in the 
reality of a world Peter describes here.  

 The church often finds itself living values fit for a “it’s a small world” 
rather than fit for “it’s Gods’ very big universe and he has allowed us 
to be on his amazingly big redemptive mission.”  
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 This is why Peter has already told us once and will tell us again, like 
his first readers, we are strangers and aliens in this small world. This 
world is not our home. 

 Last week, from the preceding verses we talked about our salvation 
from a wasted life in this world. We talked about how wonderful and 
big and meaningful is that salvation but how a focus on living 
without pain in this world can make that salvation irrelevant and ho-
hum for this life. That is how we can waste this life and Peter wants 
to save us from that loss. 

 Our salvation, right now and not just when we die and go to an 
eternal destiny, is undergirded by nothing less than the mercy of 
God. This means it is infinitely more than we deserve and infinitely 
more than we could ever earn by our own doings. 

 Our salvation is a whole new way of life. It is a birth as real as our 
physical birth into a life that has the hope of the promises of God 
laced throughout.  

 Our salvation is a life of resurrection. This is not just at the end and 
with regard to physical death. It is resurrection life now because it is 
Jesus’ new life in us now. 

 Our salvation is a life that has eternal consequences. What we do 
now matters forever. What we do now—how we live now—can 
bring great glory to God and reward to us that won’t go away as the 
rewards and glory of this little world always fade. 

 Our salvation includes a wonderful but painful process right now, 
today, this very moment of the God of the universe actively working 
to purify our faith so that all that is left is the pure gold of trusting 
him. 
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 We waste our lives as believers—we lose our own souls as Jesus and 
Peter put it if we treasure and live for what this world says is real 
rather than what God says is real in his word. 

 We lose our own souls—we waste our lives if we spend them having 
faith in our feelings rather than faith in what God has told us in his 
Word. 

 History did not begin with us. God’s redemptive plan did not begin 
nor does it end with us. In fact, Peter says the OT prophets realized 
this truth millennia ago. 

 They realized some of what they prophesied, by the power of the 
Spirit, was concerning a world that was bigger than the small world 
of their individual experience—bigger even than the experience of all 
of the people of Israel—bigger than the experience of all humanity 
thus far recorded in God’s Word up to their time. 

 When Isaiah wrote down the words describing a “Suffering 
Servant—the words we designate “Isaiah chapter 53,” he was likely 
thinking what Peter expresses her. “I wonder who this is talking 
about. I wonder if he is alive now and maybe I know him. I wonder if 
we, my generation, will experience this humanly unimaginable thing 
that God is going to do.” 

 God was going to deliver—God was going to carry forward his plan 
of redemption from way back in Genesis by gracious substitution. A 
perfect man was going to be crushed by God as a guilt offering for 
human sinners. 

 We could go line by line through Isaiah 53 and imagine what Isaiah 
the prophet longed to know—what he searched for in Scripture to 
understand—what he considered over and over in his mind to try to 
understand. It was so wonderful—so amazing—so unthinkable that 
God’s grace would produce a salvation so merciful. BTW: It is our 
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salvation that fascinates this man of God. We sometimes think we 
would be better believers if we lived in days when the earth stood 
still and axe heads floated and city-walls fell down. BUT, Isaiah longs 
to live when we live. He longs to see the amazing grace of God 
worked out in the history he prophesies.  

 Peter thinks it ought to amaze us as well. Does it? It won’t if we are 
caught up in the smallness of living life for this world.  

 As I said, we could look at all the details that amazed the prophet but 
there is one that suits Peter’s point especially well. It is that 
somehow, God will work his gracious, merciful, life-giving, rewarding 
redemptive plan through the unexpected means of the utterly 
undeserved suffering of a perfectly innocent man. 

 What an amazing plan! It amazed the very prophets of God! Did it 
amaze Peter’s readers? Does it amaze us? 

 Does it assure us, as Peter is attempting to assure us, that our 
undeserved suffering should not be unexpected when we are 
participating in God’s redemptive plan? It is not a failure of God’s 
plan. It is an amazing, integral part of the plan! 

 It was as much a part of the plan as “the glories that would follow” as 
Peter put it. 

 The road to eternal glories—the road to a fulfilled purpose as a 
human—the way to NOT waste one’s life is undeserved suffering 
that will absolutely lead to eternal glories of all types. 

 This is why, if we are focused on our suffering and especially living to 
alleviate our suffering, we are living for too small a world—this 
world—instead of what is real—God’s real, glorious, bigger-than-
this-world-can-ever-produce redemptive plan. 

 Peter’s readers, like us, were privileged to know more about this 
than even the greatest OT prophets. We live past the day when the 
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Suffering Servant was revealed as Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ of 
God—Son of God—God incarnate. We know this is real not because 
we feel it and trust those feelings but because God said it is real in 
his Word. 

 Remember Peter already talked about loving a Jesus we haven’t seen 
with our eyes. We know and belive because God has told us the 
truth of Jesus Christ. 

 Peter’s folks and we have had the truth preached to us and we have 
believed it. This is the basis and the foundation of our salvation—of 
not wasting our lives—the truth we have believed.  

 If we want to be the center of the universe and be the determiners 
of what is real, we will have to shrink our world to a size smaller than 
revealed by even the OT prophets—to want begins and ends with 
us—to a faith we have in our feelings. 

 Even the accomplishments of our small world—this world—can 
sometimes be amazing. They can sometimes be amazing enough to 
trick us into substituting the amazing things of this small world for 
the amazing things of the real reality of God and his redemptive plan 
and our part in it. 

 But, guess who isn’t tricked into being amazed by the lesser things of 
this world. Peter adds the answer on with a short, emphatic closing 
to verse12. “(E)ven angels long to look into these things!” 

 Do you belive angels are real? Peter does. I do. I believe they are real 
and that some of them are such marvelous creations of God that, if I 
were to see one with my eyes, I would likely fall down in awe in front 
of them. 

 Well, these real—really awesome, amazing creatures—as Peter 
describes them, are given to peering over the edge of the balcony of 
heaven in their own state of amazement. 
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 Do you know what amazes them? Our salvation by the grace of God 
and our participation in his God-sized redemptive plan by suffering 
that leads to eternal glory amazes these amazing creatures! 

 It could be that right now, looking down from heaven, there are 
angels pointing at us in these old blue chairs that can collapse so 
easily, in a room we don’t own, on a carpet color and surrounding 
paint and decorating scheme we didn’t pick and maybe don’t like, at 
a room temperature that may or may not be comfortable, for a time 
period that may be too short or too long—in a situation that may not 
be to our liking—these amazing creatures are looking at us and 
pointing at us and saying to each other—how does our God do such 
marvelous things?????!!! 

 I’m convinced that Peter wrote these words from today with the 
purpose of encouraging those he loved that it didn’t matter that this 
world was not their home and that suffering was not an accidental 
weak move by their God. 

 I’m convinced he wrote them to say that this world is too small a 
matter to matter and that suffering is too short to overpower the 
glory to come.  

 I am convinced he wrote these words to remind his readers to take 
the infinitely bigger view of what is real rather than to bring the 
universe down to size so they could be at its center and maybe even 
control it.  

 But, these words have a power beyond what I am convinced was the 
purpose in Peter’s mind. These words will not encourage and excite 
us if we are making this world our home. 

 If that is what I am doing, these words won’t even be very real to 
me. Far from exciting and encouraging me, they will make me have 
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to employ my selective attention so I can simply dismiss them and go 
on making a my-sized world that ultimately will be a waste of my life. 


