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  When I hear the name “Amish,” a picture of men in black clothing 
and hats and women in long, simple dresses riding in horse-drawn 
buggies comes to my mind. 

 The Amish we know here in America originally came from European 
Anabaptist groups of German-speaking believers in the early to 
middle 1700’s 

 What I read about them in Wikipedia suggests most of us wouldn’t 
have had a big disagreement with their basic biblical doctrines. We 
might have disagreed with their attempt to apply biblical teaching to 
day-to-day life. Most of us could live without zippers today. Buttons 
could serve in their place. However, few of us would want to honor 
God by staying away from indoor plumbing and flush toilets as some 
Amish groups still do. 

 The Amish wanted to honor God by being, “in the world but not of 
the world.” They felt modernization took them away from God, the 
church and family in ways the Bible taught should not be. 

 I get that impulse! I thought of it on Friday while doing a Zoom call 
with my mom and two real estate agents trying to sign a contract for 
them to sell her house in Florida.  

 Mary and I bought our first house without any sales agents based on 
a handshake with the builder who was a brother in our church in 
Springfield, Mo.  

 We sold it, years later for cash, with the agreement written on the 
back of a business card in a pancake restaurant. Yes, the card was 
even stained with syrup.  

 We bought our next house in Dallas, by signing a 4 to 5 page legal 
document and sold it, after seminary, by using the same form 
purchased at a paper goods store. 
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 Buying our next house, here in COS, was much different as we sat 
across the table from the sellers representative in a very officious 
title company office downtown. 

 That was buying the house! Friday, just to engage realtors to sell the 
house we had to go through a nearly 50-page document with detail 
after detail of legalese that had to be initialed along the way. 

 You may think of that as progress. You may like that it could 
potentially provide better legal protection for both parties in case of 
a disagreement. I’ll say this, it sure didn’t feel like progress! It sure 
didn’t seem to bring me any closer to God, church or family! 

 Maybe the Amish were on to something by freezing their increasing 
connection to this world in 18th century farming practices. Maybe 
they just couldn’t think of any other way to keep from becoming 
more “OF the world!” 

 I can update your experience if you have kids growing up today—
even kids who are old enough to be “adulating” in these days. Think 
of the wonderful advance of digital information we now carry with 
us on our phones—or even our on our wrists. 

 What would you parents who have gone through this or are in the 
midst of it say? Would you say, “Absolutely! My kid is closer to God, 
church and family because of their iPhone!”??  “My kid’s laptop has 
been one of the best tools in their sanctification—in their growing 
spiritual maturity.” 

 The digital advance of computers, the internet and information has 
probably not been the best advance for true spirituality in our 
lifetime. I bet some of you parents of younger kids are almost 
downright Amish in your theological thinking about this and even 
banning your kids from this advance in our world until they can 
handle it well—You know—handle it well like you and I do!  
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 The Apostle Peter didn’t have to deal with computers and iPhones. 
He didn’t even have to deal with flush toilets and their impact on his 
sanctification. I guess this is why he didn’t address “being in the 
world” as a believer and part of Jesus’ church in quite the same as 
the Amish did or in the ways some of us do. In his letters to the 
church, he doesn’t provide the sort of answers we might expect or 
even hope for.  

 Instead, he takes the same approach the Apostle Paul took over and 
over again in his letters to churches. To state it succinctly, that 
approach is “IDENTITY.” Peter, like Paul begins his letters by 
emphasizing who we are in this world and how our true identity as 
human beings who are believers that have been born again to a new 
life in Jesus relates to the way we should live for God and his 
purposes in this world.  

 I’ll grant you that we don’t usually like identity solutions as much as 
we like prescriptive solutions. Identity solutions to living for God 
tend to impact our values and the way we see reality. They can feel 
vague and unrelated to the progress we want to make. They don’t 
tend to give us lists of things we can do or not do to fix our issues in 
easily measurable ways. 

 Identity solutions change us from the inside out, usually over time. 
They do not simply change our appearance immediately and only for 
as long as we can gut out the difference in our own fleshly strength. 

 Identity solutions make us be different people rather than different 
appearing people. When we think about what Jesus called the 
Pharisees, “white-washed” tombs—clean looking but with rot on the 
inside—which method of sanctification change do you think he was 
endorsing? 
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 Please look again, this time with some more detail, at just the first 
two verses of the epistle of 1 Peter. READ 1 Peter 1:1-2 

 Peter establishes his identity , in this letter by calling himself “an 
apostle of Jesus Christ.”  

 You all probably know that the designation “apostle” has something 
to do with being a “sent one.” More than that, the one who is an  
apostle, sent by another, is sent with the authority of the sending 
agent. 

 I am setting aside questions much later readers have about who 
actually wrote this letter and even more so who wrote 2 Peter. I 
believe it is right to conclude that Peter, the one named “Rocky” by 
the Lord Jesus himself—the one who walked and talked and ate and 
ministered with the incarnate Christ—wrote this letter and laid claim 
to being a “sent representative”—an “apostle” 

 In this case, the “sender” is the One who explicitly is God, the Lord of 
all, Jesus Christ. Peter is saying, “I am one sent by the Lord God, Jesus 
Christ, as his emissary with an authoritative message from him to 
you. You probably ought to listen and pay heed.” 

 I suspect the believers to whom he was writing didn’t have much 
doubt in Peter’s role to speak with the authority of Jesus. They were 
likely mostly Jewish Christians who had been dispersed from 
Jerusalem for their belief in Jesus as the Messiah who provided 
everlasting life. This Jewish Christian diaspora had spread these 
brothers and sisters that likely knew Peter and almost certainly knew 
of him, through much of Gentile places of Asia Minor as Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia and so on. 

 We, today, might struggle a bit more with the very idea of any 
external authority over us. America was founded partially on 
emphatic principles of individual liberty. It is not always easy to know 



Series: “Saving Our Soul from Wasting Our Life” 
Sermon: “Blood-Spattered, Chosen Strangers” 
Text: 1 Peter 1:1-2 
RGGJR/FBCCS/5-15-22 UNEDITED 

5 
 

how authority fits in to that individual liberty picture. We often 
immediately reject any hint of authority over us because of our 
American, anti-authoritarian instinct. 

 However, just as it is here, Scripture often speaks of authority and 
the need for the humility to live under the proper authority of God 
and his representative, apostles—sent ones, and then under the 
authority of his Word properly interpreted and properly applied.  

 We may end up stuck not knowing how to be in the world but not of 
it from the start simply because we may have this tendency to kick 
against authority even in the form of God’s Word in Scripture. 

 Of course, you probably know by now that I see Scripture as the 
foundational starting place for us to have any understanding God’s 
authority and then any human authority under God’s authority. I 
think we are lost on our sanctification journey without that 
Scriptural foundation. I think we don’t even know where to begin 
without it. We don’t even know which direction to set off in. 

 So, Peter, as an apostle of Jesus Christ is writing a message from 
Jesus Christ that carries the authority of Jesus Christ. That is his 
emphatic identity here. 

 But now, what is the identity of those to whom he is writing these 
words from the Lord? 

 As I pointed out last week, they are “God’s elect.” At its simplest, this 
means they are people chosen by God. It is when we ask chosen for 
what, that things have become not as simple. 

 One highly developed system of theology can hardly see the word 
“elect” or “chosen” without immediately concluding the election or 
choosing is about eternal destiny in heaven or in hell. 

 On the other hand, when I study this choosing by God in Scripture, I 
think it is clear that the choice is not at all about eternal destiny.  



Series: “Saving Our Soul from Wasting Our Life” 
Sermon: “Blood-Spattered, Chosen Strangers” 
Text: 1 Peter 1:1-2 
RGGJR/FBCCS/5-15-22 UNEDITED 

6 
 

 As it was with God’s OT people, the children of Israel, the choosing 
was never for heaven or hell. The choosing was to people who would 
have a specific role in God’s plan to redeem humanity and restore 
human beings to their created purpose of imaging God in the 
creation. 

 In other words, the choosing was to be on a mission (which is what I 
mean by being “missional”). God has chosen all of us who are 
believers in Jesus Christ to be on his redemptive mission. This is true 
of all of us even if we feel inadequate or undeserving. We feel that 
way, because without God’s empowering blessing we are indeed 
undeserving and inadequate for this mission for which all of us have 
been chosen.  

 Peter knows this and will deal with this inadequacy in a big way in 
just a bit as he continues to IDENTIFY his readers.  But he starts with 
“elect”—“chosen.” They are not elect because they are likely Jewish. 
No, Peter has in mind a new election for the mission now as the 
church of Jesus Christ. 

 Some today make the mistake of applying this election to eternal 
destiny, others make a different error. 

 “If I am chosen by God, I must be really special! AS His chosen child, 
God must want me to experience the wonderful, successful, 
comfortable life of a chosen ‘child of the King!’” 

 We will debunk this conclusion of being “chosen” as we go through 
the letter because much of it is about how we “chosen ones” will 
suffer, in this life—in this world, because we have been chosen for 
this redemptive mission of Jesus Christ.  

 The people of Israel, chosen by God for their mission, sometimes got 
this wrong. They felt being chosen made them special and superior 
to other humans like mere Gentiles. However, even back then the 
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choosing was to humility and sometimes even suffering for the sake 
of the world God loved. The mission was not a mission of immediate 
personal glory. It was a mission, rather, of sacrifice. 

 For Peter’s readers and for us today, the mission for which we have 
been chosen by God is not a mission of triumph and glory in this 
world but rather a mission of going to the cross! 

 Identifying sacrifice and even suffering for the world God loves as 
our mission doesn’t sell as well as religious sounding promises of 
success and triumph in the here and now. 

 However, knowing that reality of our identity helps us think about 
how it is to be in the world but not of it. We can easily be moved to 
live the world’s broken ways to gain current success and comfort if 
we think our God-given identity is to be a people of success and 
comfort in this world now. 

 Instead of their identity and our identity being “Kings of this world,” 
what is it? We are, according to Peter, pretty much the opposite. We 
are, as the NIV translates it, “strangers in this world.” 

 That is not just “strange” in this world, which might describe the 
Amish attempt to get this right, but we are “strangers.” 

 Some of the other choices for translation might help. According to 
Peter, in this world we live as “resident aliens,” “exiled people,” at 
best long-term but still temporary “sojourners.”  

 In other words, this world is not our home. We are just passing 
through. As Rosanne read last week from Hebrews 11, people of 
faith in the OT “admitted they were aliens and strangers on earth.” 

 We are, at least identity-wise, in the same boat as Abraham who, 
when his dear wife Sarah died, had to ask the Hittites, among whom 
he was living, to sell him a little piece of land so he could at least 
bury her. 
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 When he approached them he identified himself by saying what they 
already knew, “I am an alien and stranger among you.” I don’t own 
any of this land. I am not connected to this particular world like you 
Hittites are. My true home is elsewhere even though I am living 
among you for a time. I am here now but I don’t BELONG here—
certainly not forever. 

 I asked you to think this week about being a stranger or a resident 
alien or a sojourner or a foreigner in this world. What difference 
would it make in how we were in the world but not of it if we saw 
this as our real identity from God’s perspective—from God’s truth? 

 Most of us are physically not like Abraham. We own stuff in this 
world. We may even own land and houses. We may possess great 
amounts of the physical wealth of this world. Most of us do by the 
standards of the rest of the humans in this world. 

 Is this simply about having the world’s stuff and wealth? Is the 
convicting evidence Zoom calls over 50-page real estate 
agreements? I don’t think so. I don’t think the Amish got it exactly 
right. One reason is because when Abraham said these words to his 
Hittite  acquaintances, he was a very rich man by even their 
standards—maybe the richest guy around. 

 I don’t think it is about having or not having indoor, flush toilets. I 
think it is about not letting these things become the shapers of our 
identity. Sometimes, the only way that is possible is not to have 
them but that doesn’t always get at the inside out issue of change—
of ongoing sanctification God’s way as we have been chosen to live 
in this world on his redemptive mission. 

 When I am honest with myself, what do I live for? What drives me? 
What motivates me? What are my unshakeable values that will set 
off an alarm when I am moving toward an identity of a person who 
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belongs to this world? Do I even ever pause to think of these 
questions or are comfort and success almost the automatic 
measurements for the choices I make in my life and for my church 
and my family? 

  I know we might like some specific rules better than these big ideas 
of values that require hard and honest thinking. But, Peter, not 
wanting us to waste our lives but rather save them for the mission’s 
sake—save our souls as he will put it—Peter gives us IDENTITY to 
start. 

 Thankfully along with the identity as chosen resident aliens, he has 
one more description. We are also blood-spattered people. When we 
share the Lord’s Supper in just a few moments, we probably ought to 
spatter our clothes with some of the grape juice symbol of the blood 
of Jesus after we eat and drink in remembrance of him. 

 God chose by his divine foreknowledge those who believed in Jesus 
for everlasting life to be the ones elected—the ones chosen to be on 
his redemptive mission.  

 To accomplish this, the Spirit of God sanctifies the ones chosen—
that is sets them apart from other humans for God’s chosen 
purpose. God also marks them with a sign of who they are and by 
what means they can have this ongoing identity as sanctified set 
apart for a purpose, missional people of God. God stains them with 
blood. 

 I assume Peter has in mind here the blood of Jesus. However, the 
picture he knows comes from the blood of sacrifices in the OT 
foreshadowing Jesus’ sacrifice and application of his blood on the 
cross. 

 In Exodus 24, after the Children of Israel had received the 
commandments from God of how to be on the mission for which 
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they had been elected by God, Moses is sprinkling the blood of the 
sacrifice all over stuff including sparkling the people. 

 This blood was not to save them from hell. It was to set them apart 
for their chosen mission. The blood stains would seal the covenant 
but they would do so as a constant reminder of the power that made 
that mission possible. 

 It was the sacrifice of animal blood in those days that then stained 
them and marked them. For us, it is the blood of Jesus that stains us 
and marks us and reminds us of what—or better—who empowers us 
on the mission. 

 The people reading what Peter wrote were not hearing how to get 
saved. They were hearing that a critical aspect of their identity was 
that they were Jesus’ blood-sprinkled people. They were stained 
forever with the power of the blood of Jesus.  

 When they forgot who they were and started to be part of the world 
they could look at those stains and see how different they were from 
the rest of the world—not better—but different because they were 
stained with blood that made all the difference in who they were. 

 Peter makes this point so he can make his last point in the 
introduction. In this world, chosen strangers and aliens could not 
experience the grace of God and know peace in the midst of sacrifice 
and suffering if they forgot what stained them and set them apart 
and made them different. 

 Peter doesn’t expand on it here but the Apostle John does. Those 
blood stains also remind us that the blood of Jesus keeps on and 
keeps on cleansing us from sin after we are born again. 

 We need to know our blood stained identity especially when we fail 
our calling to the mission and get caught up in being at home in this 
world and its ways. If this world is too much your home look at the 
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blood stains of Jesus on you. They will tell you who you truly are and 
how you can rejoin the mission. They will tell you you can still save 
your life—save your soul from the wasted purposelessness of this 
passing-away world. 

 The blood of Jesus not only saves us from hell but it also can keep on 
saving us from wasting our lives. Let’s make sure we see those stains.  


