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 My second college experience was in a strict, Fundamentalist, 
Baptist, Bible College in Springfield, Mo. 

 I met some life-long friends there. We had quite a group. We studied 
together, played sports together and spent many hours “chewing the 
fat” or “shooting the breeze.” If you are not very old, those are long 
gabby gossip conversations, in this case, with a bunch of guys 
participating. 

 These “confabs” had to be all guys because we were only allowed to 
date the gals on Friday night lest we, in our male weakness, fall to 
their feminine wiles and be dragged into holding hands or even 
worse things like kissing. 

 One evening before lights out—yes we even had a requirement to be 
in bed with all lights out for a nightly bed check —sort of like they do 
in prison but without the bars for the door.  

 As I was saying, one evening, we were talking about the return of the 
Lord Jesus in the Rapture. Most of us felt generally guilty enough 
over some sin or another that we were a bit reluctant to face Jesus 
at any moment in the blink of an eye. 

 However, one dear friend, who is now already with Jesus, had a 
different reason he was reluctant for the return of Christ to happen 
soon. He was engaged to be married in the summer. BTW: 
engagements between students prior to senior year were “illegal” as 
well. My friend had no qualms about asking Jesus to wait until after 
he got married. I’ll leave it to you to conclude why this was his 
DESIRE. 

 Anyway, for different reasons, none of us was fervently praying as 
the Apostle John did in Revelation chapter 20, “Come quickly Lord 
Jesus!”  
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 There is an interesting word in the NT that shows up as a short, 
closing prayer-petition in Pauls’ 1st letter to the Corinthians. It is 
originally a prayer prayed in Aramaic now in Corinthians it is 
transliterated into Greek for the NT. It used to be transliterated for 
us into English versions but now, more often, you see it actually 
translated instead. 

 If you grew up singing praise music in the 70’s you know this word. It 
is the word “Maranatha!” One of the early producers of praise 
music was the company called “Maranatha Music.” A number of the 
songs in their early catalog sang the word as well. 

 In 1 Corinthians 16:22, the NIV translates this common declaration 
for the early church as the exclamatory petition, “Come, O Lord!” 

 I have read speculation that the early church had replaced the 
normal Jewish greeting of “Peace” with this one, “Maranatha!”—
“Come, O Lord!” Much of the early church lived on the edge of its 
seat with expectation that Jesus was coming back very soon! 

 Why was this so important to them? The early church lived and 
served the redemptive mission of God in a Roman empire that, more 
and more as time went on, didn’t appreciate their worship of Jesus 
of Nazareth as Lord instead of Caesar. 

 Some of the early church knew, because they believed the words of 
Jesus and the writings of the Apostles, that they would have no real 
“peace” in this world as Jesus’ church until their Lord returned. Thus 
their greeting was “Come on back please Jesus!” 

 As persecution increased, and believers were increasingly less 
comfortable in this world, the focus of Christians on the great 
“HOPE” of the second coming of Christ likely increased for those who 
were suffering. 
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 In places like Corinth, where Christians tried to tack their faith on to 
their Corinthian worldly existence and enjoy more comfort and 
success in this world, there was far less focus on the promised return 
of their Lord. 

 The Corinthian church was more at home in this world and felt less 
need to see it redeemed.  

 So, it is possibly a bit of a loving “poke with a sharp stick” for the 
worldly-minded Corinthians when Paul closes his first letter to them 
with the prayer-plea of “Maranatha!” …Come, O Lord!  

 I can imagine, like my friend at Bible College, some of the Corinthians 
had all manner of reasons they wanted things to stay as they were a 
little longer so they could experience the worldly success they 
planned and enjoy the life they had made for themselves in this 
world. 

 It is not unexpected that Peter, while focusing on the blessing of 
suffering for Christ in this first epistle, raises the nearness of the 
reality of the second coming and the end of things as they are now in 
this broken world. 

 In our text for today, he raises this coming reality and then uses it as 
a motivation to live life in a certain way in light of the coming return 
of their Lord. 

 Throughout the NT, the hope of the CERTAIN return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and of the end of this messed-up world as it is, is a frequent 
motivator to live for God’s glory—to live for our created purpose. 

 The parable Jesus taught of the “ten virgins” in Matthew 25 —five 
wise who took oil for their lamps to meet the returning bridegroom 
and five unwise who didn’t bother with the oil they might need was, 
at its heart, a parable about being ready for the certain return of the 
bridegroom who was Jesus. Don’t be caught living unprepared is the 
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lesson. There are other statements like it from Jesus. This idea was 
important! 

 John says explicitly in his first letter, everyone who focuses on the 
hope of the re-appearance of Jesus Christ, “purifies himself even as 
he is pure.” Be ready for his return by living a purifying life. 

 Somehow, the return of Christ and the “end of all things” are not just 
our “golden parachute” out of the mess of this world. They are 
meant to motivate us to a way of life in this world right now—a way 
of life that is hopeful, pure and ready to see Jesus. 

 Today, I will need to ask if they do or don’t motivate me and why or 
why not. For Peter, the answer can give us a hint of how seriously we 
take the truth he has emphasized that this world—a world that can 
be pretty comfortable for some of us—this world is NOT out home—
so let’s not live like it is all there is. 

 Please look at 1 Peter 4:7-11. READ 1 Peter 4:7-11 
 “The end of all things is near,” writes Peter. That puts us in this 

eschatological mindset. The fulfillment of all things the prophets 
and Jesus taught,” is now nearly upon us—says Peter. They now 
know he is talking about when Jesus comes back and the process of 
setting all things right in the end begins. 

 In keeping with his emphasis, Peter says, “Look around folks! None of 
this will be as it is—none of this will last—all things of this world as 
they are will end!” 

  Please notice he says this ending is “near.” That’s Peter’s emphasis 
on be ready—be prepared. 

 Once again this week, what is the first word of the next sentence in 
verse 5? Right! (“THEREFORE”). What will we ask? Right! (“WHAT IS 
IT THERE FOR?”). The inference seems clear. Because the hope of 



Series: “Saving Our Soul from Wasting Our Life” 
Sermon: “Life-Saving Preparedness”  
Text: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
RGGJR/FBCCS/10-23-22 UNEDITED 

5 
 

Jesus return is real and it is also near, live in a prepared way to meet 
Jesus. What follows is Peter’s “prepared way” to meet Jesus soon. 

 Sometimes I am certain I have “Long Covid.” I’ve claimed that often, 
since I tested positive for the virus back in January I think it was. I do 
absolutely have at least one symptom that proves I do indeed have 
Long Covid. 

 I have the symptom of a “muddled brain.” They sometimes call it 
“brain fog.” Ed Yong in an article for Atlantic magazine wrote, “Brain 
fog isn’t like a hangover or depression. It’s a disorder of executive 
function that makes basic cognitive tasks absurdly hard.” 

 In other words, brain fog makes making decisions and getting things 
done very difficult. 

 Since I have a touch of the old hypochondria and can easily catch a 
disease by simply reading about it online, I’ve had to assess my self-
diagnosis. I do think the changes in our world in the last few years 
make for greater confusion and difficulties in knowing what to do 
and how to get it done. However, I have had to admit, if these are 
the symptoms of brain fog from Long Covid, I had them long before 
I’d ever even heard of short Covid. 

 Peter’s preparedness by living the life you want to be living when 
Jesus returns requires no long-Covid of our spiritual thinking. He says 
rather we are to be “clear minded” and “self-controlled” 

 With “clear-minded” he has in mind that we grasp the practical 
matters of the reality we are living in a world that is not our home. 
When we clearly grasp this reality, we can then act with sound 
judgment in line with what is actually true in spite of all the noise 
and distraction around us telling as a false narrative of reality. 

 Jesus was saying that the 10 virgins of his parable went to a 
nighttime wedding feast without dealing with the reality that they 
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would need more oil for their lamps. So, they were not ready to 
celebrate when the bridegroom showed up. 

 They knew he was coming but they really hadn’t thought much 
about what they should do in light of that reality. It didn’t impact 
their thinking or their actions. 

 For being “self-controlled,” Peter uses the word meaning “sober.”  I 
don’t think he suspects his readers are all drunk on alcohol. 
However, his readers lives may be under the control of something 
else other than God’s Word and God’s Spirit.  

 To be prepared for the end of all things and Jesus’ return that would 
bring assessment—judgment—of what they did with their lives as 
believers, Peter knows they will need to be living under the control 
of God and their purpose for existence to glorify him together in the 
holy temple of their church. 

 I think I usually teach what Peter is saying here as “living by values.” 
This is thoughtful living that consciously makes choices based on 
what really matters. If what really matters to you—what you value 
that drives your choices—aligns with God because you have looked 
at life in a clear-minded way from God’s perspective—and you 
choose to do what aligns with want really matters, then you will be 
prepared when the end of all things happens and you see Jesus. 

 If instead you are tossed about either living a life of unexamined 
motivations or a life determined by what looks good to others,what 
seems to work, what makes people like you most, what makes you 
feel most significant in this world, what makes you most comfortable 
or what gives you a false sense of control—if you are living by these 
values or have no governing values at all—you will not be ready to 
meet Jesus. 
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 I can apply this to individuals and to a church as a whole community. 
Are we clear-minded and self-controlled? Are we living by values 
that make us ready as a church to hear Jesus’ evaluation of our life 
together? The end is near.  

 I try to keep that simple for myself to think about. With FBC, I put 
most things under three headings even though there are oodles of 
subheadings that I have to deal with. The three that organize my 
thinking are, first, being biblically shaped and moved rather than 
being shaped only by what we feel inside from our emotions that  
would make us successful and happy as a church. 

 The second is being empowered by the truth of the Gospel which is 
the gospel of the free grace of God. It is not the almost free grace of 
God. It is not the God plus a little bit of me--grace of God. It is not 
the God’s grace for the things we can’t pull off on our own sort of 
grace. It is the absolutely free grace of God undergirding our 
justification, sanctification and glorification as a church. 

 And third, I value (because again I believe like free grace it is biblical 
and aligns with my first value for a church)—I have a governing value 
for a church of what we have called being “missional.” That means 
that the church doesn’t exist for its own sake of getting bigger and 
supplying the spiritual stuff we think we need and we want. The 
church always exists to be part of the redemptive mission of God to 
the world of people he loves and sent his Son to die for. 

 I don’t value being a hold tight protective fortress church that has its 
clubhouse for good people like us hunkered down and staying safe 
until Jesus comes but rather a “go into all the world” church  where 
the battle is raging and people get wounded. 

 To be ready for when we see Jesus, and remember, Peter says the 
end of all things is near, as a leader I try to think and act in terms of 
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those three values and their corollaries because that seems to help 
me be clear-minded and sober. It helps me assure we are prepared 
rather than being foolish like lamp-holding virgins who forgot the oil. 

 You might conclude that what I just said means in my life and in my 
leadership of a church, these values make me certain and allow me 
to act and just get the job done for God! But, we are not there yet. 

 Look at it again. What does Peter say all this clear-headed—sober-
minded preparedness leads to? Is it my action to “Just Do It?”  

 No! It is so I can then pray! Human trying to live by values is no 
guarantee that my flesh will always get it right. There just is no 
human system that guarantees spiritual success.  

 Living by values I can get things just as wrong as the man or woman 
who lives by the impulse of their gut even if they call those impulses, 
messages from God.  

 I must still re-submit my sober-clear thinking to God in prayer both 
as a corrective and as an admission that I can’t do anything apart 
from Jesus. That’s what we saw last week.  

 Just having a spiritual idea or plan in my life doesn’t guarantee it will 
actually be spiritual. Prayer helps protect against a deceptive heart 
and lying flesh in me and in the church. 

 In case you wonder if Peter is speaking both individually and 
corporately here, look at what he says next. “Above all, love each 
other deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins.” I take 
this as a heading over the list of actions, gifts and ministries that 
follow.  

 This is love each other with sacrificial love as God loves. Loving 
deeply is not a statement of the emotion or feeling in the love we 
have for one another. It is instead, loving with perseverance. 
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 Some suggest Peter saying “above all” means love is more important 
than the clear-minded soberness we just talked about. I am saying 
Peter says we can’t love as God loves without having a clear-headed 
soberness that governs the very definition of love in any given 
situation. 

 That is how our world gets in so much trouble. If it is something 
someone wants or that makes us feel good or virtuous by doing it 
then it must be “love.” That is thinking like the world rather than 
God. 

 Peter says if we love each other deeply it will cover over a multitude 
of sins. To some, this is an invitation to sweep under the rug all 
interpersonal issues in church—to hide them and act like they 
haven’t happened or don’t really matter. 

 That is not what Peter is saying. He is saying if I hurt you or you hurt 
me, loving deeply will allow us to deal with the injury and still love 
each other deeply going forward with forgiveness.  

 Here are just a few ways we can love each other according to Peter 
as he addresses the needs of his readers. 

 We can offer some hospitality to other believers.  This isn’t about 
having movie nights, parties or having friends over to dinner. There 
is nothing wrong with these they just aren’t the sort of hospitality 
Peter has in mind. 

 He is talking about opening up our resources for life’s needs to other 
believers that don’t have the resources they need. In that day, this 
meant housing and feeding Christians passing through who were 
running from persecution or who had had their worldly goods taken 
away. It meant caring for traveling teachers in the church including 
Apostles who needed a place to stay and a good meal. 
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 Our circumstances are different. We can still do this sometimes but 
it is more rare. For this reasons we proactively instituted a biblical 
“sub-value” of welcoming other ministries into our facility, at our 
expense, when we were at 5590. Now that we are not at 5590, we 
have tried to get us to see we can do hospitality in reverse by how 
we treat this facility and by actively trying to meet needs in the lives 
of the people of Coperni 3.  

 This reverse hospitality push is not just out of a nice  whim. It is out 
of an evaluation through values and prayer so we would not be 
caught unprepared living in someone else’s house and taking 
advantage of them when Jesus returns. 

 BTW: Peter says it is important to offer hospitality without 
“grumbling.”  Sometimes when we offered hospitality in the past, 
people or Christian ministries took advantage of that hospitality. We 
were tempted to grumble but Peter helped us remember not to do 
that. 

 We are not only to love by sharing our stuff that makes life work but 
also by sharing all of the spiritual gift or gifts that God has put in 
every single one of us as believers. This is the biblical call to ministry! 

 The Living Temple cannot shine as brightly when some of the living 
stones are holding back the gift God put in them to serve this body. 

 We are to be faithful stewards applying these gifts in whatever form 
they may take. What is your gift? How are you faithfully 
administering that gift in FBC? BTW: again, it takes a clear-
mindedness and sober thinking to both evaluate gifts and use them 
well in a body. My gift is not whatever I want it to be. It is assigned 
and apportioned by God’s choice and I need to think about that 
clearly and soberly. There is another sermon there but if you struggle 
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here, read 1 Corinthians 12 and 13 and apply the sub-values Paul 
teaches there clearly and soberly. 

 If that gift is a speaking gift or perhaps you just something to say 
from a sober and clear thinking, recognize the weight of your words 
in a body. Recognize they will sound to some as if they are the very 
words of God. So, they had better be God’s words or they had better 
align with God’s Words or please don’t say them. Don’t just say 
whatever wells up inside you without sober, clear thinking as if the 
Spirit is speaking because you feel like he is and want him to. First, 
think clearly and soberly and then pray before you speak. 

 None of us should ever serve out of our own strength. That 
contradicts our values that are soberly and clearly guiding us.  

 Serving God can tire us out physically for sure—maybe mentally—
but spiritually, I think not. I suspect if we are weary in our spirit. we 
are likely serving in our own strength. 

 All of this list can be attempted in our own fleshly strength but 
remember, “apart from Christ we can do nothing.”  

 That is part of God’s plan so that the Living Temple Peter described 
earlier shines for the glory of God not the glory of Raleigh or you. 

 You can see this is Peter’s point in his closing doxology in verse 11… 
do things by God’s power with clear and sober thinking and prayer 
“so that in ALL things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 
HIM be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 Remember, that’s what this is about folks. This is the only clear-
minded-sober reason that makes it through prayer for the existence 
of this body as a church. That is what makes us ready for the end 
that is near individually and corporately! 

 If we won’t listen to Peter here, we don’t need new programs…we 
don’t need a building. We don’t even need to meet on Sundays. If 
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we are not listening to Peter, we will not be living for God’s reasons. 
We will not be the Living Temple of Living Bricks for God’s glory. 

 When Jesus returns—and, remember, the end is near—we will be 
caught in the foolishness of being unprepared for that coming—
whether as individuals or as a church. Peter includes both in this. 

 Do you remember what the resurrected Jesus said to those 
unprepared churches in Revelation 2 and 3? If not, read it today. 

 He said, “Get prepared because I am coming to you.” He even 
threatened to remove the “lampstand of their testimony” if they 
would not think, pray and prepare. That was no empty threat! 

 Are we—FBC “prepared?” Am I…Are you prepared? The end is near! 
 Maranatha! Come quickly Lord Jesus! 


