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 One really nice thing about true Christianity is that after you have 
trusted Jesus Christ for Everlasting Life and have been born again 
you are entirely, flesh and spirit, perfect! You never sin ever again 
and, of course, you absolutely clearly and perfectly understand the 
Word of God—every last word of it!  

 Therefore, I stand before you this morning, in the flesh, as a 
perfectly sinless man who understands all of the Bible perfectly.  

 If PolitiFact, fact-checked me on this they could say my statement 
was half-true and half false. It needs more context—more definition 
of the terms. 

 As to the first affirmation that a believer never ever sins again, as 
long as we live in the flesh, a dead piece of me named Raleigh G 
Gresham Jr can and does still sin. Our passage in in 1 Peter will 
address this. 

 Then, as to the second affirmation, our passage in 1 Peter today will 
prove, once and for all, even though I am a born again, full-fledged 
child of God, indwelt by the illuminating teach the Holy Spirit, well 
acquainted with God’s Word and well practiced in studying it—even 
though all of this is true there are some portions of Scripture that I 
still cannot quite grasp and explain with absolute confidence. 

 Today we will consider 1 Peter 3:17-22 and we will see both of these 
certainties proved wrong. 

 Let me read you what Peter wrote and we can see if we are brave 
enough to go on with it from there. READ 1 Peter 3: 17-22 
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 The joy, and I believe efficacy, of a diet of exegetical preaching or 
teaching through whole books of the Bible versus topical preaching 
that skips around based on picking a subject is that it tends to keep 
things in context. It allows for more of the Bible to explain itself. 
That’s why I try to feed you that sort of teaching and preaching as 
often as I can. 

 The downside of through-the-book exegetical preaching over topical 
preaching is you have to preach it all as it comes. Even a very sleepy 
congregation will let you know when you have skipped verses or 
glossed over a difficult idea as you are preaching through a book. 

 You can see why this might come up having read these verses this 
morning. 

 First, it should be clear that Jesus, Paul, John, James and Peter all 
deal with the reality that believers are still capable of sin. My identity 
in Christ remains unmarred and uncorrupted—unchanged but my 
Raleigh flesh still sins. 

 Jesus mentioned to Peter one day as the apostle was sinning: “Get 
thee behind me Satan.” 

 As I am studying Romans once again to teach it through in a quick 
class, it is clear that Paul knows believers can still choose to sin. 
Romans  chapter 6 is entirely about this reality.  

 If you remember, the apostle asks two questions of the believers in 
Rome. “Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?” and 
“Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?” His 
short adamant answer to both is “me genoito!”—“May it not be!!!” 

 Why? Well, to the first question…”Because that is not who we are 
any longer.”  Paul says we were baptized into Christ—buried with 
him in his death and raised with him in his new life so that we can 
live a new life. Jesus Christ died once for all—to deal with all sin—to 
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put it all to death. So, we are to reckon this reality. We are dead to 
sin and thus shouldn’t live in it. 

 Then “mn genoito” –may it not be comes out so strongly a second 
time. Paul answers with a question: Ðon’t you know when you offer 
yourselves to something to obey it, it becomes your master—it 
enslaves you?” Jesus has set us free to serve God. We are not to sin 
because it robs us of that freedom. 

 Like Paul, John knows believers will sin. Listen to his words in              
1 John 1…8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and 
his word has no place in our lives. 

 Peter is saying much the same here. Remember from last time that 
Peter told us suffering for the Lord is a blessing and we can be ready 
to tell the world why we can suffer for a purpose.  

 But, Peter warned us  that suffering should be for good not evil that 
we do. If suffering is to be a blessing that makes us go on a fast from 
the things of this world and our flesh and cause us to more and more 
clearly “set apart Christ as Lord” in our hearts—if suffering is going 
to do this, it will mean we must face it with a clear conscience rather 
than a conscience stained by sin. 

 When we suffer with evil, failure or sin on our conscience, we will 
tend to focus on the sin and blame ourselves for deserving the 
suffering. It will not be a blessing then. It will not cause us to set 
apart Jesus as Lord more and more in our hearts. 

 With this in mind, Peter like Jesus, John and Paul, wants it to be as 
clear as possible. Even though we can still sin and have our 
consciences besmirched, this is not what we want to do. 
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 Verse 18 says that our Lord Jesus “died for sins once for all.” He was 
sinless—righteous—but he died for us the sinful—unrighteous to 
bring us back to God. Jesus dealt with the sin issue with his extreme 
sacrifice not just so we could go to heaven when we died but also so 
that we could share fellowship with our righteous God today and 
tomorrow and every day we are alive. 

 To sin now—which by the way besmirches our conscience and 
makes it impossible to deal with suffering as a blessing—to sin now 
is to sort of scoff at the price Jesus paid to deal with sin once for all. 

 Verse 18 continues, “He was put to death in the body but made 
alive by the Spirit.” 

 Yes, in this world, the world killed Jesus—they hung his human body 
on a cross until his body was dead. However, this body was not all 
there was to Jesus. The Holy Spirit of God was also involved. The 
Holy Spirit of God made even the body of Jesus alive again. 

 The world things this world is all there is. The Spirit says, “Wrong!” 
Let me show you REAL LIFE! 

 Our bodies are real but our bodies are only part of the story. Our 
bodies relate to this world and sin but the unseen by the eyes of this 
world Holy Spirit is involved in making REAL LIFE.  

 So, Peter is detailing a subpoint of what he has said about suffering 
well so it is a blessing that sets apart Christ as Lord in our hearts. Sin 
will give us guilty consciences that will make that blessing confused 
at least and maybe even impossible. 

 Was Jesus dealing with sin just a matter of the body? No! The Spirit 
was involved all along. Peter is telling us the same is true for us. 

 So, next I believe he gives and example that illustrates how the Spirit 
works in ways that are unexpected and not limited by this world’s 
ways in even very difficult circumstances of overwhelming judgment 
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in the world when we might be tempted to give up. He finds his 
example in the times of Noah. 

  First assertion: Real believers do not sin—or at least not very much 
or very bad sins. Do believers still sin? Yes. Should they? No, because 
it isn’t who we are by the suffering death of Jesus Christ and it makes 
living through the struggles of life very confusing rather than 
pointing us straighter and straighter to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Do believers all easily and perfectly understand all of Scripture? Let’s 
deal with that 2nd assertion now. 

 Let me read you something Peter says in his 2 letter in the third 
chapter. I’m going to cite a longer section because it makes it 
interestingly clear that he is speaking aboiu8t something in the same 
context as the illustration from Noah he uses here—great, 
devastating judgement. 2 Peter 3: beginning at verse  10…10 But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth 
and everything in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be 
destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 
ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day 
of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward 
to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 14 So 
then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make 
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our 
dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to 
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understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do 
the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

 Once again I thank you Peter for admitting this and maybe even 
admitting it in conjunction with your own passage on judgment in 
you first letter which I would say is “very hard to understand.” 

 I’m like a politician on this one folks. I have lots of different and ever-
changing views. May be that is a good, humbling thing. Raleigh, can’t 
be proud that he has “MASTERED” the whole content of the Bible. I 
have not! And 1 Peter 3:19 and following is the proof text that I have 
not. 

 I’ll tell you how I think Peter uses this example from Noah’s day but 
I’ll not clime absolute certainty. 

 Leave it to the church that from about 190 AD on, this passage and a 
couple of possible references elsewhere made it into what was 
called “The Apostle’s Creed” first seen about 140 AD. This doctrinal 
creed was meant to define the basics and the “undeniables” of the 
true Christian faith to which all Christians should agree. 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 

 The wording of 1 Peter 3:19-21 is difficult for me to translate. The 
allusions are not perfectly clear to me. I can understand why in AD 
190 someone added, “descended to Hell” to the creed. But even at 
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that, I think they have “hell” wrong and need to do some biblical 
theological work on the abode of the dead prior to the time of Jesus’ 
resurrection. This becomes a question of the meaning of “hades,”  
“sheol,” paradise, Abraham’s bosom and more if this is what Peter 
has in mind. 

 While in the tomb, did Jesus go preach in Hades to the people who 
died during the Noahic flood? Or did he preach to the angelic rebels 
who fomented an attack on the line of God’s Messiah during those 
days? Who are the ““spirit’s in prison” here?” 

 Today I conclude with humble trepidation and reservations that 
Peter is thinking of Jesus preaching by the same Spirt he has just 
emphasized through Noah telling the generation of that day that 
judgment was coming but salvation was offered. 

 I understand the conclusion of a descent to hades but I don’t think 
that is the best explanation. That makes me an heretical Christian 
according to the Apostles’ Creed! 

 Peter points out that all this illustrates God does indeed bring great 
devastating judgments on human beings for their rebellious sin but 
before he does so, he patiently allows the truth of that coming 
judgment to be proclaimed. He allows a time for deliverance from 
death in judgement. 

 To potentially confuse you even more, I will add that I think God’s 
people—believers—can be caught up in this terrible judgment 
exhibiting the wrath of God against sin if they are trapped in sin 
themselves. So sometimes the House of the Lord feels his judgment 
as well. Paul opens the letter to the Romans making this very point. 

 Of course, we know that the reality in Noah’s day was that very few 
would listen and accept God’s patient saving truth. 
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 That was evidently the same in Peter’s day. I suspect it is the same in 
our day as well. 

 Only 8 people got into the Gracious Ark that offered deliverance 
from the wrath of God on all sin—even their sin. 

 How long did Jesus, by the Spirit of God preach deliverance from 
God’s wrath through Noah? It took Noah 90—100—maybe as much 
as 120 years to build the boat. That would have been all those years 
of preaching by symbols if not also words. So many years and Noah 
had built an the Ark mega-church of just 8 family members.  

 Now, were they saved through the water meaning kept safe through 
the flood or saved through the water meaning by means of the 
flood. 

 For today only—no promises for tomorrow, I’m going to suggest 
Peter is saying they made it through the dangerous waters. They 
were saved by the Ark named Grace. 

 And what does this deadly water symbolize for Peter in verse 21? 
Baptism of course! 

 He says it is not that baptism somehow washes the dirt of sin away 
as it was believed the Jewish ablutions—Jewish cleansing baptisms 
could do. 

 No the baptism and the cleansing and the saving Peter has in mind 
goes back to where he started. You were baptized by the Holy Spirit 
when you believed and that cleansed your conscience. It was the 
promise that you could live that way. You could live without sin 
besmirching your conscience which of course would make suffering 
less purposeful in turning you to the Lord. 

 When you go down in that water, all of this is symbolized. That 
water pictures you dying with Christ to sin once for all and raising 
like Christ again by the Holy Spirit. 
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 This is the Living Christ who was real and alive in Noah’s day—real 
and alive in Peter’s day and real and alive in our day.  

 In fact, he has ascended to heaven to be honored at the right hand 
of God from where all of Creation is under his authority. 

 In other words, we, as belivers are identified with the death, the 
resurrection and the Spirit’s work in all of this in the life of the Lord 
of all. 

 If he did this to deal with sin. Let’s not get caught up in sin that will 
confuse us as to why we suffer. 

 In all, this side trail with its difficult to understand illustration is 
making a point about setting apart Christ as Lord when we are 
suffering. 

 We live in a world that rightly stands under the coming judgment of 
God. We can see the shadow of his hand about to come down hard 
with his righteous wrath held back only by his mercy and patience. 

 We may all live and even preach this truth as hard as we can and still 
few will believe but we are to keep on telling the truth. 

 If we forget that Jesus died once for all to sin so that we are no 
longer slaves to sin—if we forget this and get caught up in sin and we 
sully our consciences with its dirt we will become confused. 

 We will be especially confused when we face suffering. It cannot be 
a blessing when we are confused about its cause and its purpose. 

 When we are confused, we will not be able to set apart Christ as 
Lord in our hearts in greater and greater ways. 

 And…We certainly will not have an answer to give the world for our 
hope because we will be confused with the world. 

 Peter would say, when we sin, we are being most at home in this 
world to which he has said we do not belong. We will not be able to 
be those living stones in God’s living temple for God’s glory. 
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 So, you have learned a couple of things at least. 
 First, we can still sin. You already knew that from experience??? OK, 

me too. But, have I thought as deeply about how my sin to which I 
am no longer a slave--how deeply it confuses my reason for being in 
this world? It does! 

 Secondly, I think we have learned that Peter was the pot calling the 
kettle black when he suggested some of Paul’s writings were difficult 
to understand!  


