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 There are 50 different ways I could begin this sermon. I’m not sure 
which is best. It might help you to know that today’s sermon subject 
comes partly out of a desire to connect with Mary’s thinking and 
teaching about Advent and Christmas for the FBC children. We 
talked about this and asked what it means to say “Emmanuel”—that 
is to say, “God with us.” Today I will raise the first of four emphases 
we chose together.  

 There is another factor that might help you understand what I am 
talking about and why I am using our valuable time to say it. A fellow 
elder has been emphasizing the need for us to be drawn closer 
together as a body as we move forward on the mission ahead. 

 He has a sense that this closer unity ought not and will not come 
from happier friendships or more groups connected by natural, 
human affinities. He has a sense, and if I understand him correctly I 
share it, that this unity can happen as we choose to focus on 
worshipping God TOGETHER.  

 For those of us who grew up going to church on Sunday, our minds 
might now jump to the conclusion that we are talking about 
“worship” in terms of what happens in this auditorium from 10:30 to 
11:45 on Sunday mornings. Certainly, what we do together in this 
place at this time is part of what we call our worship. It is a good 
thing that we do here. 

 However, a changing world that has some of us “joining” this time in 
a digital space and has us leaving this place for another has made me 
think more deeply about our united worship. It may not be united by 
simply time and place. In fact, those things are not what should unite 
our worship. 

 Well then, what does unite us in worship if we will not settle for 
simply the ritual of place, time and even form or habit? And, can 
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Raleigh really do anything to impact, that is to increase that unity in 
worship? 

 Thinking about this I re-encountered some words of N.T. Wright. He 
wrote, “When we begin to glimpse the reality of God, the natural 
reaction is to worship him. Not to have that reaction is a fairly sure 
sign that we haven’t really understood who he is or what he has 
done.” 

 So, what can Raleigh (and Mary) do? He can try to expose glimpses 
of the reality of God and let that drop us to our knees in united 
worship as a body whether or not at the same place and same time. 

 The season of Advent leading up to Christmas turns out to be a 
fruitful season for making this an explicit focus. Why is that? The 
Apostle John explains why at the beginning of his Gospel: John 1:1–5 
(NIV84) …1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that 
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it. 

 Then, after telling us that the Word who was God became flesh and 
came to dwell, or more precisely to “tabernacle” with humans here 
in this world—John tells us… 18No one has ever seen God, but God 
the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known 
(or more precisely Jesus has “exegeted” God).   

 If we need to glimpse the reality of God better so we worship him in 
unity, the place to turn is Jesus because Jesus is God. If we look at 
Jesus, we are seeing God. Advent or Christmas time is a time we 
naturally look at Jesus and the wonder of “Emmanuel”—God with 
us. 
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 Christmas time is also a time when we risk glimpsing but not 
understanding “who he is or what he has done.” We will never 
understand fully what it means for God to be with us but what we 
can understand surely can lead us into greater worship together. 

 As Mary has already revealed, the first of four emphases we chose is 
“time.” 

 I keep a calendar in the cloud readily accessible on all my devices at 
nearly any time and place I find myself. I suspect most of you keep 
some form of calendar to keep track of the events of your life as 
well.  

 Even with my cloud calendar, there are times when I feel the events 
of my life--appointments, deadlines, special days, things I need to do, 
etc. etc.—feel like they are in disorder and out of control. I feel like I 
am forgetting things or missing out on things even if they are typed 
in Outlook months ahead. 

 At those times, I still take a legal pad and I begin to list all the stuff in 
my head on paper. There is no order at this point and no attempt to 
prioritize or even group things. It is an exercise in dumping what is in 
my head to paper. 

 A couple of days ago, I was feeling overwhelmed in this way so I took 
out my trusty yellow legal pad and began listing pages of things to 
do, things to think about, things to fix, things to get right or wrong by 
making decisions—again etc. etc.  

 So, on my list in no particular order,  I ended up with bullet points as 
diverse as “call Mike” on one line and “cancer” on the next—“pick 
new Medicare drug coverage” on one line and the names of three 
young men on another with the words “impact their lives for 
eternity” written after their names—followed then by the critical job 
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of eternal worth, “get chair mat from FBC office” that followed by 
“have surgery.” 

 As I looked back over the pages of my list it occurred to me that my 
feelings and even my anxiety over those things on that list had a 
curious relationship with the first of our four “Emmanuel” 
emphases—“time.” I don’t seem to have enough time! 

 Sensing it was important to see more deeply into this curious 
relationship I set aside some mind space and precious time to do 
that. Here is what I discovered. My life’s list of dates and “to-do’s” 
illustrates a reality that Jesus shows us about God but it is a reality of 
which we often lose sight. 

 In one sense, all of the items on my list were there because I was 
feeling anxiety over having time to get them all done. But with a 
little deeper thought I recognized not all the items on my list were 
impacted by “time” in the same way. Some items had a concrete 
deadline that I could control meeting or missing—like December 6th 
for picking a Medicare plan. Others, like “disciple 3 young men with 
eternal results” or “cancer,” were very different. 

 The reason for this difference is important.It may give us a glimpse of 
God and his relationship to time that can cause us to worship him 
more clearly together. 

  Most of you are familiar with the idea that the Greek language of 
the New Testament sometimes offers more precision with Greek 
words than we have English words to use in translating.  

 For example: You probably know our English word “love” is used to 
translate a number of Greek words that have more precise nuances. 
In general, the Greek word “eros” speaks of a desiring love—the 
Greek word “phileo” speaks of a friendship or brotherly love—the 
Greek word “agapao” speaks of a “sacrificial love.” 
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 It would be nice and easy if all three Greek words were used 
perfectly by the Greeks every time but sometimes they are not. They 
overlap in meaning at times. That can be confusing. Still, It would 
also be helpful if we had three distinct English words that would 
match the three distinct Greek words. We don’t. That sometimes can 
confuse people when reading the Bible. 

 The same is true for our English word “time.” The Greeks had many 
words for what we simply translate as “time. 

 According to Marney Makridakis a blogger who must know what she 
is talking about because she married a Greek man, the Greeks had 
nine different Greek god’s of time. However, the two main Greek 
gods of time were Kronos and Kairos. 

 Makridakis explains that the god Kronos (time) is the god of this 
world and time. He was THE most important of the Elder gods. In 
fact this god (Kronos-time) “…was Lord of the universe, the source of 
life and death. He devoured his own children to prevent them from 
replacing him as the supreme god, but his wife saved their last son, 
Zeus, who eventually overthrew his father’s relentless rule of life and 
death” 

 “By contrast, Kairos (god of time) was one of the subtlest gods in the 
Greek pantheon. He was portrayed as a winged god, dancing on a 
razor’s edge. In one hand he held the scales of fate. He reached out 
with the other hand to tip those scales, altering the course of 
fate….He personified numinous moments of time giving birth to 
novelty and surprise. (That is sacred, holy and mysterious times.) 

 The Greek word Kronos--time—like its associated god that devours 
his own children if necessary, is the “time” of calendars and clocks. 
You can measure it. It is linear—always moving from the past to the 
future and never back. It has no freedom. It is RELENTLESS! 
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 The Greek word Kairos—time is a time that cannot be controlled, 
possessed, or quantified. It is a time of sacred, powerful opportunity. 
It is not necessarily orderly and linear so it cannot ultimately be 
measured simply by the unbendable rules of kronos time. 

 God the Son, Jesus our Lord was “God with us.” Jesus Christ stepped 
into our Kronos time of clocks and calendars but was never ruled by 
it. Instead, he lived by the Kairos time of the plan of God that is 
eternal and now unfolding in Kronos time at just the right moment—
never rushed never late. 

 So, for example, the Apostle Paul, explained to the Gentile Galatians 
how they could be born now—at this later date in which they lived-- 
as the Seed of Abraham. He told them that the way the world works 
with its relentless forward movement of time could be changed 
without having to go back in Kronos time in some divine time 
machine to change the linear order of events. God’s plan for Jesus, in 
Kairos time, superseded the relentless power of Kronos time that 
seemed to rule their lives. 

 Yet, and here is the awesomeness of God we must contemplate as 
he works in both aspects of time, in Galatians 4:4 Paul speaks of God 
using perfect timing in Kronos time. “But when the time (chronos 
time—day and date in history time—time on the clock and calendar 
time—had fully come God sent his son born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive the full rights of sons.” 

  God has no problem with Kronos time. He can make a day last 
longer if it is needed to win an ancient battle. BUT, Kronos time 
drives me and my yellow lists crazy with anxiety! The way God easily 
deals with Kronos time drives Dispensational theologians and me 
crazy at times. He is not bound by time as we are bound by time! 
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  When we tell stories, the hero nearly always does the heroic act 
nearer to the end of the story. This is because we nearly always think 
of cause and effect in sequential ways—only moving in one direction 
from past to future—we usually think in Kronos time. 

 But, in Kairos time—the opportune time of God’s plan, uncontrolled 
by our limitations in time—the hero comes as a baby born, not at the 
beginning or the end of the story in time, but in the crazy middle of 
the story—the middle at least as measured by Kronos time.  

 This awesome reality means that what God does in Jesus Christ 
brings the future into the present and, more wonderful than that, 
takes the future and present back into the past of Kronos time. 

 The birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus in 33 years measured 
by Kronos time is not limited in its redeeming power by that linear 
Kronos time. It reached back to deal with the sins of the book of 
Genesis and forward to my sins and yours and even beyond that to 
the sins of the people yet to be born again in Revelations. 

 Is your head spinning yet? I intend for it to spin as we consider how 
awesome is our God that time does not control him even when he 
works in its linear progression as Emmanuel—God with us. 

 Really good science fiction and really bad science fiction know how 
difficult this is for us Kronos time keepers to deal with thinking about 
life if in our imagination time is not absolutely sovereign over us and 
all the events of history. 

 Really bad science fiction utilizes this murky confusion to hide 
inconsistencies in their weak plots. Really good science fiction toys 
with the possibility until most of us can’t even think about it any 
more deeply because we recognize we seem to have no other 
experience than subjects trapped in the tyranny of Kronos time. 
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 Oh! But that is a mistake if we conclude this as believers in Jesus—
Emmanuel—God with us. In fact, when we believers live as if we are 
ruled in absolute sovereignty by the dictates of Kronos time, we have 
misunderstood Jesus—we have misunderstood God. Therefore, 
according to N. T. Wright we will not be drawn as fully to worship 
the God we are misunderstanding 

 Here is what I mean. You have probably heard the passage of Paul’s 
letter to the gentile Ephesian believers who had not been taught a 
Biblical view of time and God’s rule over it. The part I have in mind is 
in  chapter 5 verses 8 and following… 8 For you were once darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the 
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 

and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the 
fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light that 
makes everything visible. This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 15 Be very careful, 
then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most 
of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not 
be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 

 I’ve sometimes heard verse 16 taught as an admonition to fill your 
day--60 minutes of every hour—24 hours of every day with good 
works for God.  

 If you have a NKJV Bible, you know that verses 15 and 16 read: See 
that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming 
the time because the days are evil.”  

 “See! Paul says that wise living for God is all about time 
management! We must strive to be busy, busy, busy people every 
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waking minute of every single day—striving not to waste any Kronos 
time—any clock time—or we are foolish and living in darkness.” 

 Well, except that Paul is not talking about Kronos time in Ephesians 
5:16. Most often we just assume he is because we are used to the 
importance and the control that Kronos time seems to have over our 
lives even as believers. 

 Paul is talking about Kairos time in Ephesians 5:16. He is talking 
about being alert to reality, truth, wisdom and especially to what 
God is up to with all the opportunities that Kairos time brings. 
Redeem each of those opportunities. Don’t let them be wasted by 
thinking and living the way the world without God thinks and lives. 

 One of the authors I read pictured the difference in lifestyle like this. 
When we are living for Kronos time we are like the horse or mule 
with our head down pulling a plow 24/7. Line after line—each furrow 
must follow the next until the job is finally done and we die. 

 When we are living with an awareness of God’s Kairos time that 
expands before and after what we think of as eternity and is not 
limited by the unbreakable, relentless passing minutes and days—
when we are living with as much of a God’s eye view of history and 
how he is not trapped by history, as God has revealed to us—when 
we are living by this sort of time—we are like a soaring hawk seeking 
opportunities to participate in God’s plan whether or not they make 
sense in Kronos time thinking. 

 When it comes to time do you live like a mule trapped in the tyranny 
of a harness of kronos time or a hawk flying free to take advantage 
of every opportunity for God in the wonder of being invited by God 
into his Kairos time? 
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 Well, I’ve blown it already. I am like a theological doctor who can’t 
help but at least make a diagnosis and usually suggest a form of 
treatment. 

 My goal was to take this topic of “time” and let it expand our correct 
view of God being beyond our usual focus on time so that together 
we might worship him for who he is and what he does.  

 Here is where this plan fell apart for me. I discovered at the very 
time I was considering this matter of God—especially God with us--
Emmanuel –and time, I was stuck. I was filling pages and pages of 
yellow legal pad paper with all the things that caused me anxiety. I 
was being ruled by the child-devouring dictator--Kronos time. 

 It took me a bit of time to realize the God we worship—the Lord 
Jesus Christ—who came at Christmas into a world so lorded over by 
Kronos time that we assume he was as well—our God is the 
sovereign ruler even over time. 

 I often live as if we are still trapped in time. Our God invites us and 
empowers us to be free from that crushing tyranny—he invites us to 
“redeem the kairos time” by being more awake to the opportunities 
of his Kairos time than we are to the clocks on our walls, wrists and 
phones. 

  I suspect, if I will take my yellow list and offer it to him each day I 
will know him better and thus worship him more fully. 

 I suspect, if you will take your list, in whatever form and do the 
same, (if you don’t already do this) you will worship him more fully 
and truly as well.   

 I know what I have said today is not in itself worship, but considering 
deeply the reality of our God who is not bound by time and how he 
shares that freedom with us can certainly give us something real for 
which to worship Him together. 


