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 We had a Christmas party on Friday night. We have Christmas parties 
because they are fun. Christmas Parties can also be helpful. 
Christmas parties can help motivate us to clean our house more 
deeply than we might otherwise do. I don’t clean the dust off the top 
of the refrigerator every week, as I should do. When I know 
potentially that some tall, partying teenager will ask me why there is 
so much dust on the top of my refrigerator I make sure to clean it. 

 Why do houses need “deep cleaning?” That is, why does our house 
get messy or dirty? We don’t plan on that happening. We don’t 
assign tasks and make checklists to dirty the house. It just happens. 

 Why can’t it happen that a house cleans itself instead of dirties 
itself?? Of course, that is not our universe! Some of you know the so-
called law about such things. 

 BUT, think back to Genesis 1 and the days of creation described 
there. Remember that over and over again, God creates aspects of 
our universe and when he finishes creating that part of it, he 
declares what he has done as “good.” 

 Then at the end of the final, sixth day of creating in Genesis 1:31 
Moses records: “God saw all that he had made, and it was VERY 
good. And there was evening and there was morning –the sixth 
day. Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their 
vast array.”  

 As we studied Genesis together we learned that the “goodness” here 
is a statement that what God created was made perfectly to fulfill its 
God-given purpose. Things did not tend to random disorder in this 
“very good” creation. No…things moved naturally in whatever 
direction fulfilled the glorious purpose of the Creator. It was a 
different universe than the only universe you and I know with our 
eyes ears and experiences—a very different universe!    
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 What changed it? Genesis doesn’t explain the physical mechanisms 
of the changes but instead tells us the overall cause of the change, 
SIN!  

 Humans chose—God created them with a nature that allowed them 
to make real choices—humans chose to abandon the organizing—
life-giving, Creation-purpose of God for their own purposes without 
God. 

 Of course, that started a march toward disordered messiness in the 
universe. At one point early on, the mess was so bad that God had 
had enough. He sent a flood to wash away the mess from the earth.  

 But, remnants of the mess remained in the humans who trusted God 
for protection from the flood. They too eventually chose their own 
purpose instead of God’s Created-purpose. A move toward the mess 
started again nearly immediately. It is the process of this big mess 
we observe and still live in today. 

 BUT, do we see it as a big mess? Do we see the world and humans 
as fallen, broken and needy because of that condition? 

 Is there beauty and some trace of order in the universe amidst the 
mess? Sure, God created it and there remain remnant evidences of 
his “very good” creation. 

 Is there any “goodness” left in the humans who started the ball 
rolling downhill? Sure, God created humans and there remain in all 
of us remnants of the goodness he made there. Humans can 
sometimes be loving and be creative, even without submitting to 
their Creator. It is because this is what we were made to be and 
traces of that Created purpose remain in us. 

 When humans live relatively comfortable lives like most of us live 
there are times we forget things are truly broken. There are times 
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we forget just what sort of world Emmanuel—entered when he left 
the side of the Father and he came to be God with us.  

 It is a strategy of the Evil One to make us conclude this world only 
needs a bit of tweaking because things are already actually “pretty 
good” and people are actually doing “OK” as they are. 

 As Mary said, today’s “advent” topic is “redemption.” The Bible is a 
positive book because the Bible speaks of redemption—of a buying 
back out of the mess. However, this positive message of the Bible 
shines so brightly because the Bible is also honest about the mess—
the brokenness of the Creation and the sinfulness of humans. 

 The diamond of redemption shines more brightly against the 
backdrop of the real, dark devastation of sin. 

 The contrasts are stark and frequent. Unredeemed there is only 
slavery to sin and death. With God’s redemption, there is true 
freedom for the flourishing of righteousness and life.  

 Apart from redemption, in spite of the hints of goodness that 
remain, the reality is that, on its own, all of creation is bent toward 
destruction and evil. Sometimes, we don’t like to believe that. We 
would rather think that people are pretty good and they will get 
better and better and that life will get better and better as human 
beings advance, but that is not how Scripture describes the reality. 

 If we want to see the stark reality and we trust that the Bible speaks 
the truth, one passage that makes clear what we sometimes wish 
were not true is from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans in 
chapter 1 beginning with verse 18… 

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the 
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world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 
so that men are without excuse.  

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, 
they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles.  

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts 
to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 
25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served 
created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.  

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their 
women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same 
way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were 
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with 
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their 
perversion.  

28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what 
ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of 
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, 
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they 
disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who 
do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very 
things but also approve of those who practice them. 

 No matter how often we wish that were not true—no matter how 
many nice people without Jesus we meet and we like as friends, 
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what the apostle says here about their condition without 
redemption by God is either true or the Bible is a lie. 

 We may not always experience this truth but the Bible says life with 
Christ is like living life in the brightest of light. Life without Christ’s 
redemption is like living lost in utter darkness. 

 Living with Christ is true LIFE with all capital letters. Living without 
Christ is just existing in a way that the Bible describes as death. 

 So, the Apostle John, at the start of his Gospel, thinking about 
creation and its goodness in the beginning, also writes about 
creation and its condition, later on, when Emanuel—God with us—
entered into what he had made. It’s the beginning of the first 
chapter of his Gospel: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood 
it.  

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was 
coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, 
the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or 
a husband’s will, but born of God.  
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14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.  

 Emmanuel was “light and life” coming into a world of darkness and 
death. He was the redeeming answer to it all and yet many people 
didn’t want his redemption. They just wanted the illusion that the 
creation was fine and their lives were “OK”—enough. 

 When the Word became flesh—when Emmanuel came to be with 
us—he came “full of grace and truth.” He didn’t come with only the 
truth of the mess we were in. He came with grace—undeserved 
treatment from God—to redeem us from that truth. The world 
mostly said, “No thanks! We don’t need what you are offering!” 

 Can you sense the darkness, the rottenness, the smell of death that 
is the reality of the world apart from God? I know we don’t like to 
think of it this way, but we must consider this truth if we are to 
understand better about Emmanuel coming into this world.  

 I admit that some of the associations I make with theological truths 
wouldn’t be the ones normal people make. You have to be at least a 
little bit “off” to think like I do. 

 When I think about God coming into the world I nearly always recall 
an experience I had while in Bible College. I’ve shared it with you 
before but it comes to my mind once again. 

 A fun way to spend time with my friends while taking a break from 
work and study was to go “caving.” The part of the state of Missouri 
we were in was loaded with caves—big caves, small caves and 
middle-sized caves. One Saturday, we had gained access to a middle-
sized cave. 

 It was a great find because the opening was small, nearly hidden and 
very deceiving. The second chamber, not far past the entrance, was 
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as large a cave as any of us had ever been in except for the 
commercialized caves we had paid to visit. 

 To add to the excitement, this large room had several tunnels that 
led to another room with more tunnels leading to more rooms. This 
chain of tunnels and rooms went on and on. 

 When I call them tunnels that’s not exactly correct. They were 
actually very narrow spaces under giant rock surfaces through which 
you could slide on the muddy cave floor sometimes 10-20 maybe 
even 50 yards until reaching a new opening to the next room. 

 BTW: If you just welcomed your kids back from college for Christmas, 
don’t worry. Your children today are much smarter than we were. 
They would never do anything as dangerous and silly as this while 
they are away from you at school! 

 We crawled and crawled some more for hours until we were far back 
into the system into a very large room. Here is where you might 
remember if you’ve heard this story before. At some point along the 
way the cave began to smell a bit. You expect an odd smell or two 
from a group of college boys scooting on their stomachs but this 
smell was getting very pungent—more so the deeper we went. 

 At the most stinky point we were standing in a very large room of 
the cave in a mucky stream trying to figure out if we had crawled to 
the sulfurous regions of the netherworld below. 

 Someone, exploring the dimensions of the room pointed their light 
to the ceiling high above. To our surprise, we had not yet graduated 
from college so we were not yet very smart—to our surprise, the 
ceiling seemed to be moving. What I mean is something dark on the 
ceiling seemed to be moving around a bit. 
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 Someone screamed and that caused what was moving on the ceiling 
to fly off the ceiling and fill the room down below were we were 
standing in shock in the stinking muck. 

 The cry was, “Everyone turn out your lights!” That command was like 
a vaccine that didn’t quite fulfill its promise. Now we were standing 
in stinking muck in absolute darkness with hundreds if not thousands 
of “winged rats” flying all around us. Every now and then, in that 
absolute darkness, one of those “flying rats” would brush into one of 
us brave college boys and he would scream. That didn’t help. 

 We made it out of that cave system, total darkness and stinking 
muck, much more quickly than we made it in that day sharing those 
confined space—tunnels with some of the “flying rats” that wanted 
out as badly as we did. 

 If you don’t know what “bat guano” is, I’ll tell you that you can buy a 
bag of it on Amazon for less than $20 and it’s eligible for Prime 
shipping if you are a Prime member. 

 Bat guano is bat excrement and it makes a fine fertilizer which the 
Amazon seller claims is the “undisputed champion of all-natural 
fertilizers.” I can only attest that it stinks like other natural fertilizers 
especially as you are sliding around in it on your belly and standing in 
a mucky stream of it under the factory where it is produced. 

 What a gross picture to paint in a sermon the week before Christmas. 
I’ll try to be more uplifting and decorous if you come to worship on 
Christmas Eve! 

 BUT, as I said, I make some weird associations and this is the 
association I often make, for a reason I’ll justify in a minute or two, 
when I think of the world into which Jesus came to redeem us. 

 The One who was without any whiff of sin came into a world where 
men and women walked around in the excrement of sin and 
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brokenness in total darkness. Like we boys in the cave, these folks 
had gotten used to the smell. It seemed normal. 

 What I was trying to say earlier is that we sometimes get used to the 
smell, the darkness, the excrement, the death, and he slavery as well 
as long as it seems people have a sort of, kind of, pretty much OK 
life. 

 “Hey, Jesus, were you born in a barn??!!”  Well, yes you were born in 
the barn of that day weren’t you? And, it didn’t smell at all 
wonderful like our pristine Christmas cards might suggest it smelled. 

 More than this, Jesus, were you born in a world filled with the 
darkness—filled with the waste product of sin and death? Yes, you 
were Jesus.  

 Did you come into that smelling sewer of a world with a divine 
hazmat suit and respirator to protect you from the muck and the 
smell? No you didn’t Jesus—amazingly no you did not! 

 Emmanuel, God in flesh—God with us—comes into a rotting world 
to redeem us from the certain death that is part of that world. He 
willingly comes into the depths of the sewer to bring light and life—
grace and truth. 

 Why would you do that Jesus? Well, it’s because Emmanuel shows 
us how God is. This is how much God loves us even when we are still 
covered in stinking muck. This is how much God loves those who still 
do not know his grace and truth in our world today.  

 If we understand truthfully what a mess it is to be without the 
redemption of Jesus Christ are we willing to walk in the muck, like 
Jesus, to see them redeemed? 

 The reason I am not afraid to use such a “mucky story” in church is 
because Jesus used the same illustration—more or less. 
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 When he told Peter he needed to wash his feet, do you think he was 
saying he needed to remove a little bit of dust that had accumulated 
on his sandal top? Of course not! Jesus knew what we walk in when 
we live in this fallen world and it stinks. And, Peter had stepped in it. 

 “Some people still need a bath,” said Jesus. They are still controlled 
by and defined by the muck. You just need to have it washed off 
your feet, Peter, because I have already bathed you—I have already 
redeemed you from this world and from sin. 

 Get this! Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us humbles himself to 
come walk in this fallen world and to die on a cross to redeem us 
from a world of sin and death because this is how our God is. 

 Let’s not clean up the circumstances of that sacrifice by concluding 
some people are so nice they don’t need a bath or by thinking our 
own feet are so clean and smell so good after walking in the muck 
that they don’t need a wash. 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son to 
come into a broken stinking muck filled world to redeem us so that 
we might be clean and know God’s light, life, truth and grace. 


