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 I suppose it was in a theology class in Bible College that I first heard 
the revelation that the word “trinity” isn’t in the Bible. However, not 
to worry, the reality of the Trinity can properly be concluded from a 
study of Scripture. 

 I agree the Bible indeed teaches that our God is the One, Triune 
God—Father—Son—and Holy Spirit. 

 Recognizing the truth of the Trinity hardly provides an understanding 
of the Trinity. So, my Bible college professor, continued by providing 
some illustrations that would make it clear how there can be One 
God and three persons. I don’t remember with certainty but I 
suspect the illustrations were some of the standards in Western 
theology. 

 “You see (he opined) The Trinity, three persons yet one, is like an 
egg. An egg is one object but it consists of three parts—shell, white 
and yolk.” Perhaps the illustration was also, “The Trinity is like water. 
Water is one substance yet it exists in three states—liquid, gas as 
steam—ice as a solid.” 

 Since this morning is not an introduction to a Bible College course on 
“Theology Proper,” I’ll not bother naming and explaining the 
heresies that derived from pushing these physical metaphors too far 
in trying to explain what God is really like. 

 I’ll just admit to you these physical analogies bugged me from the 
first time I heard them. Just below the surface, they were not very 
satisfying explanations of the nature of God concerning anything 
that seemed to matter to me at the time. 

  This may be my issue. I also earlier struggled with the attempts to 
picture God the Son that were plastered in the Sunday school rooms 
where I grew up learning how to think about the nature of God. 
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 Please forgive me in advance, if my comments offend you, but the 
blue-eyed, auburn-haired, puppy-faced painting of Jesus by Warner 
Sallman, for some reason, always creeped me out a bit. 

 And, I didn’t want to be the boy on the high seas relating to Jesus in 
another of Sallman’s famous pictures of Jesus Christ as the pointing, 
soft-featured, sweet, pilot of my life. 

 However, I knew that, as a believer, I was meant to have an ongoing, 
growing relationship with God. If Sallman’s paintings didn’t help, 
analogies of God as part ice cube or the yellow of an egg were even 
less helpful! 

 How does one have a growing relationship with an inanimate 
object—a thing. 

 Many years later I discovered there was a very different approach to 
thinking about the Trinity that showed itself more often in the 
theology of the Eastern Church thinkers than those of the Western 
Church which perhaps had helped to produce the focus on physical 
analogies. 

 I first learned from some Greek Orthodox theologians that it might 
be OK, when considering my growing relationship with God, to think 
about what the relationship of God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit-- all three fully God yet somehow 3 persons—what 
their relationship was with each other. I was surprised when I heard 
these Greek theologians suggest Father, Son and Spirit, even like to 
dance together just as Greek families like to dance together. 

 It had indeed seemed strange to me that some of the most 
important texts we used to prove the existence of Trinity, when the 
word wasn’t actually in Scripture, seemed to speak of the Trinity 
existing in a very relational way. 



Series: “Worshipping God WITH Us” 
Sermon: “Emmanuel Dancing” 
Text: Matthew 3: 13-17; John 11:1-5; 13:1-17; 15:9-17; Ephesians 4:3-6; 2 Corinthians 15:13-16 
RGGJR/FBCCS/ 12-12-21 UNEDITED 

3 
 

 For example, consider the Baptism of Jesus by John recorded 
in Matthew 3…13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  15 Jesus replied, “Let it be 
so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of 
the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” 

 It doesn’t say “trinity in the passage but you see God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Spirit all together as God at the same time yet 
the three are, in some way, differentiated. Is that good theological 
support for the idea of Trinity being biblical? Yes it is!   

 But, what about how they relate to each other as a father to a 
beloved son. Here is a son obedient to his father’s plan and a spirit of 
both, joining the visible/audible conversation like a descending dove, 
indicating approval by resting on the beloved, obedient son about 
whom the father was speaking so proudly. 

 This morning, in her advent lesson designed for the children, Mary 
emphasized that Emmanuel, God with us showed us the relational 
nature of the Almighty God. The creator of the universe didn’t come 
as merely an inanimate message of truth. He came as truth we can 
know in relationship with Him. 

 Our God, the God of the Bible, the Creator God of the universe, the 
sovereign Lord of all is, among other truths, is One who has personal 
relationships. 

 We certainly cannot understand fully the relational nature of the 
Trinity and how it works, as the Greeks put it, in a “perichoretic” 
dance of the Trinity. However, we can know some truth about it.  
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 We worship the God who has existed in an eternal, relationship of 
perfect love. Earthly relationships are neither eternal nor perfect. 

 However, because of all that Jesus Christ accomplished, in him, we 
are invited to the dance of the Trinity. In Christ, we are invited to 
experience now, even still living in a broken world, what it means to 
be part of perfect, eternal love. 

 This morning, we worship Father, Son and Spirit for this incredible 
opportunity to be loved by God and to love God in a relationship. 

 Maybe the eternal perfect nature of this love we can share in now, 
by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus alone, seems too big and 
too perfect for us to be a part of it today, in our present state where 
we still can fail and sin. Maybe it is as un-relatable to some of us as 
triune eggs and water analogies or Sallman “Head of Christ” 
paintings. 

 Please stop to remember that there was a time, before sin, when 
humans walked in a garden in the cool of the evening in personal 
relationship with God. There was a time before sin broke things that 
Adam and Eve essentially danced with Trinity in that loving 
relationship. Therefore, it is quite possible—quite real that humans 
can be in a REAL relationship with God while walking this earth. 

 Once again, in this advent season, consider Emmanuel and worship. 
What did God with us accomplish? Well, John the Baptist, his cousin 
saw him still a long way off and shouted out, “Behold the lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world!”  

 The full meaning of this is for another week in this advent series but, 
for now, suffice it to say, Emmanuel, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, 
the Son of God dealt with the sin issue that blocked humans from 
relationship with God. 
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 Some of us grew up focused on that as the end of the matter. Sins 
were taken care of. We could go to heaven someday! 

 The reborn possibility of a real relationship now was not really a 
focus. Beyond that, the possibility of a relationship as wonderful as 
us now “in Christ” being allowed and able somehow to dance in the 
perfect, eternal love of Father, Son and Spirit was not even 
contemplated. 

 Because of this reluctance to believe and think about the amazing 
wonders of this relationship with God many missed much of the 
point of Emmanuel—of God coming to be “with us.” What is God 
“with us” like in relationship?  

 The late theologian Stanley Grenz pointed out the big missed 
opportunity of relationship by simply describing this amazing 
relationship in more explicit theological terms: “(T)he three members 
of the Trinity are ‘person’ precisely because they are persons-in-
relationship: that is their personal identities emerge out of their 
reciprocal relations….the Creator’s intent that humans be the 
representation of the divine reality means that the goal of human 
existence is to be persons-in-relation after the perichoretic divine life 
disclosed in Jesus Christ….(the) personal identity of all who are ‘in 
Christ’ is bound up with participation in a particular community… 
Those who are in Christ form a corporate personality.” (p.332) 

 In other words, we have not fully understood our identity as those 
who are in Jesus Christ, and it is not possible to live out our identity 
in Christ in this world until we understand that most of what the NT 
says to the believers is said in second person plurals—not just “you” 
but “all YOU-All.” We are meant to be in this together in relationship 
or we are not actually being who we were meant to be. 
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 Why, says Grenz? Because in order to image God in the world—in 
order to be the imago dei—we must be in relationship because, for 
all eternity, our God is in perfect loving relationship. 

 Still too high-fa-lu-tin? Still too theologically theoretical for you? 
Then look at Emmanuel and see what the relational God “with us” is 
like. 

 For time’s sake I’ll pick some low-hanging fruit that shows up so 
often in the Gospel of John. And, because I need to make an 
important point up front—a point that is difficult for us to grasp—I’ll 
start with the beginning verses of John 11—verse 1-5… Now a man 
named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 2 This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay 
sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped 
his feet with her hair. 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the 
one you love is sick.” 4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness 
will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may 
be glorified through it.” 5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 

 Jesus, Emmanuel had eternal, perfect loving relationships while 
walking on earth. John explicitly records that he loved “Martha, her 
sister and Lazarus.” 

 Some have read these words and absurdly decided they hint that 
Jesus must have had some sort of physical love affair with Martha. 
Others have stupidly concluded the love affair was with Lazarus.  

 Why does this stupidity and absurdity happen? Because we tend to 
define how God loves by how we love. The same thing happens, for 
example, when we decide what kind of a heavenly Father God is 
based upon what we think are good human father traits. The reality 
is just the opposite. We should define good human fathers by the 
sort of Father God is. 
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 I bring this up here because we often make the mistake of defining 
God’s eternal perfect love relationship and our participation in it 
through Christ, in terms of what we think of as good human relating 
rather than the other way around. 

 We make human friendship the measure of how God ought to be a 
friend. We make what matters to us in our human friendships 
central to what must matter to God in his eternal perfect 
relationship. You can see the mistake in doing this. 

 Sometimes it is difficult to see it in the church when human 
relationships that are short of eternal, perfect relationships still feel 
so good and make us feel significant both for giving and receiving 
those relationships. But, as fun and fulfilling as they can feel—mere 
human relationships don’t nearly measure up to relationship as God 
relates and in which he invites us to join him together. 

 If we, as FBC, want to image God together, which Grenz pointed out 
is our God-given purpose for being here, we must measure Godly 
relationship by how God relates not by the faulty standard of how 
the world sees good relationships.  

 If we are still confused, let’s move forward to a pivotal point in Jesus’ 
Emmanuel, God with us and his relationship with his disciples in John 
chapter 13 beginning at verse 1: It was just before the Passover Feast. 
Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and 
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
now showed them the full extent of his love.2 The evening meal was 
being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son 
of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had come from God and was 
returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, 
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  



Series: “Worshipping God WITH Us” 
Sermon: “Emmanuel Dancing” 
Text: Matthew 3: 13-17; John 11:1-5; 13:1-17; 15:9-17; Ephesians 4:3-6; 2 Corinthians 15:13-16 
RGGJR/FBCCS/ 12-12-21 UNEDITED 

8 
 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “A person who has 
had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you 
are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going 
to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.  

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” 
he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, 
no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. 
 Here, God loves in relationship by serving those who don’t 

understand and don’t deserve his humble service. Was this about a 
friendship relationship that made either party feel good? No, the 
embarrassment is obvious.  

 However, sometimes relationships like God relates—in reality, 
maybe as many times as not—turn out not to be fun times together 
but times of necessary embarrassment over truth and true needs. 

 Remember another time when, Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us was 
lovingly relating to Peter. He called him “Satan” and told him to “get 
thee behind me.” Hard truth but true love in relationship. 

 Move ahead to John chapter 15 beginning at verse 9 for another 
quick example of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us showing us how God 
loves in relationship… 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will 
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remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be 
in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: 
Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than 
this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my 
command: Love each other. 

 How had the father loved the Son? He had loved him eternally and 
perfectly. Now, somehow this band of imperfect men can participate 
in relationship this same way?? Evidently!  

 Will they do it by loving as the world defines love? No. they will do it 
by loving as the eternal, perfect relationship of father Son and Spirt 
has defined love. But how can they know this??!!  Because Jesus has 
been showing them this relationship of love all along as Emmanuel. 

 So, here is my thinking I wish to leave with you this day on which 
we worship Emmanuel God with us—the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 God is relational—the Trinity is relational. God and the trinity are not 
things they are persons in an eternal perfect love relationship. 

 God has and what God has God is--a perfect, eternal love 
relationship—a “dancing” love relationship of Father, Son and Spirit. 

 Emmanuel, God, came to be with us, to deal with sin AND to clarify 
what God is like.  

 Dealing with sin, he restored our access to fulfilling our human 
purpose of imaging God. 
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 However, if we are going to image God—to show the world his 
glory—we will need to do it together in a love relationship because 
God is a perfect, eternal love relationship. 

 This love relationship is not defined by, or measured by, the world’s 
standards of a good relationship but rather by how God acts in loving 
truth in relationship.  

 Jesus, Emmanuel, not only deals with sin so we can go to heaven 
someday. He deals with sin so that being “in Jesus Christ the Son,” 
we too, once again, can dance in the eternal Trinitarian relationship 
of God and along with Him, dance with one another. 

 This is amazing, wonderful, nearly too good to believe but it is true. 
It is our calling as a church today and tomorrow. 

 How will we do it? Well, we will need to keep looking at Emmanuel 
in order to see how he did relationship in this world. 

 Last week, Greg (Elder Greg) prayed part of Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians. That prayer included the reality of the relationship we 
already have with the Triune God and with each other in Christ—the 
eternal perfect dance of which we are already part. The apostle Paul 
said it this way: 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit— just 
as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. 

 All those “alls”—Father of all—over all—through all—in all—are one 
of those “koo koo kachoo I am the Walrus” sounding ideas like you 
find in John’s Gospel. It’s a big idea. It’s a mysterious idea for people 
who often prefer to think in terms of ice cubes and eggs. However, it 
is a real idea—it is already true of us who believe and thus, are in 
Christ. We can join the dance of the Trinitarian relationship together. 

 Paul could have said “one Lord, one faith, one baptism ONE DANCE.” 
We are already “united” in this dance relationship. 
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 However, just like it was with some of us boys when we were in 6th 
grade gym class and it was square dancing Friday, we can refuse to 
give our sweaty little palms to the person next to us—“Yuch! It’s a 
girl!” Our church “yuch’s” may be for different reasons these days 
but they still can make dance class less fun. 

 Let me leave you with something the Apostle Paul told the 
Corinthian believers who didn’t want to dance with the Trinity and 
(YUCH!) with one another but only wanted to have the relationships 
they chose—merely human relationships that fulfilled them in the 
moment. His words are in 2 Corinthians 5:13-16. 

13 If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our 
right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for 
all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him 
who died for them and was raised again.  

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 
 When you look at Emmanuel’s love in relationship with the Trinity 

and the world of humans, what did it look like?  That love example 
ought to teach us and compel us to live the same way in relationship. 

 He died so that we would no longer have to live our lives for 
ourselves—i.e., so that our relationships were no longer self-serving 
even when they seemed good to be relationships by the standards of 
the world. He died so that we could die to self and no longer live for 
self in our united relationship with God and one another. 

 That is certainly not how the world’s point of view and even not how 
many Christians see relationships—an opportunity to die to self and, 
by doing so, in that relationship to live for God. 

 All this talk of dying might make relationships in the Emmanuel 
fashion sound like a negative. But, dying to self in relationships and 
living instead for Him and others turns out to be a joyful dance with 
the Trinity because that is how God is. Emmanuel Dances in 
relationship as God and allows us to grab hands and join in. 


